
TOWN OF JOHNSTOWN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-263 

 

AN ORDINANCE Amending Section 17-4-3, Section 17-11-1 And Section 17-11-

2 Of The Town Of Johnstown Land Use And Development Code; And Declaring 

An Emergency. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Johnstown, Colorado (the “Town”) is a Colorado home rule 

municipality, duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of Colorado and the Town’s 

Home Rule Charter; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council is vested with the authority to administer the affairs of the 

Town; and  

WHEREAS, on or about May 11, 2023, the Town Council adopted the Town of Johnstown 

Land Use and Development Code (“LUDC”), referenced in Chapter 17 of the Johnstown Municipal 

Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to amend the LUDC to clarify, among other revisions, 

that “group homes” are limited to those contemplated by § 31-23-303, C.R.S., and to require that, 

except for group homes or other good cause, residential dwelling units may only consist of up to three 

(3) unrelated persons; and 

WHEREAS, Town Council hereby finds, determines and declares that this Ordinance is 

promulgated under the general police power of the Town, that it is promulgated for the preservation of 

the immediate public health, welfare, peace, safety and property and that this Ordinance is in the best 

interests of the citizens of the Town. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF JOHNSTOWN, COLORADO, THAT: 

 

 Section 1.  Section 17-4-3(C): Section 17-4-3(C) of the Town of Johnstown Land Use and 

Development Code shall be repealed in full and readopted to read as follows: 

17-4-3 Specific Use Standards 

 

. . . 

 

C.  Group Home - Small. In districts where group homes are enabled, they shall meet the 

following standards and conditions to ensure they are integrated into neighborhoods, have a 

non-institutional nature, and maintain the residential character of neighborhoods.  

 

1. Group homes shall consist solely of those set forth in § 31-23-303, C.R.S., as 

amended, and shall comply with the requirements contained therein. 

2. Group homes shall meet all of the residential design standards applicable in the 

particular district, and any alterations to support the group living shall be done in a 

discrete way in accordance with those standards.  
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3. No group home shall be located less than 750 from another existing group home, 

except that the Director may waive this requirement if separated streets, parks, civic 

spaces or other transitions establish different neighborhoods or for other good cause.  

3. When required pursuant to § 31-23-303, C.R.S., as amended, group homes shall be 

state-licensed. 

4. Group homes shall be supervised at all times and may include up to two (2) resident 

care givers.  

5. Group homes shall be operated or owned by a governmental agency or non-profit 

entity qualified to provide care and supervision.  

6.  Group homes shall comply with state, county or municipal health, safety and fire 

codes. 

7. Group homes shall not include alcoholism or drug treatment centers, work release 

facilities or other housing facilities qualifying as residential care – institutional nor 

shall they include interim care treatment or rehabilitation facilities, or other housing 

facilities serving as an alternative to incarceration. 

 

Section 2.  Section 17-4-3(H): Section 17-4-3(H) shall be added to the Town of Johnstown 

Land Use and Development Code and shall read as follows: 

 

17-4-3 Specific Use Standards 

 

. . . 

 

H. Occupancy Limits.  In residential districts, a dwelling unit, or household, shall consist of an 

individual; two or more individuals related by blood, marriage, or legal adoption or 

guardianship; or a group of not more than three (3) individuals not related by blood living 

together in a dwelling unit. Upon receipt of a written request and upon a finding of good 

cause, that the dwelling unit may reasonably accommodate additional persons and that all 

applicable criteria of these regulations have been satisfied, the Director may, at the Director’s 

discretion, increase the number of unrelated persons who may reside in a dwelling unit to 

five (5) unrelated persons.  Group homes shall be exempt from the occupancy limits set forth 

herein.   

 

Section 3.  Section 17-11-1(2): The description of Group Home – Small set forth in Section 

17-11-1 of the Town of Johnstown Land Use and Development Code shall be repealed in full and 

readopted to read as follows: 

 

17-11-1 Description of Uses 

 

2.  . . .  

Group Home - Small. The use of a residential building as a single primary dwelling as 

contemplated by and in compliance with § 31-23-303, C.R.S., as amended, providing 

permanent residence for up to eight (8) unrelated persons with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities, behavioral or mental health disorders, or who are over the 

age of 60 years old. When required pursuant to § 31-23-303, C.R.S., as amended, group 

homes shall be state-licensed.  Group homes shall be supervised at all times and may 

include up to two (2) resident care givers. Group homes shall be operated or owned by 

a governmental agency or non-profit entity qualified to provide care and supervision. 

Group homes shall comply with state, county or municipal health, safety and fire codes. 
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Group homes shall not include alcoholism or drug treatment centers, work release 

facilities or other housing facilities qualifying as residential care – institutional nor 

shall they include interim care treatment or rehabilitation facilities, or other housing 

facilities serving as an alternative to incarceration.   

 

Section 4.  Section 17-11-2: The definition of Household set forth in Section 17-11-2 of the 

Town of Johnstown Land Use and Development Code shall be repealed in full and readopted to read 

as follows: 

 

17-11-2 Defined Terms 

 

Household.  An individual; two or more individuals related by blood, marriage, or legal 

adoption or guardianship; or a group of not more than three (3) individuals not related by blood living 

together in a dwelling unit, unless otherwise allowed by the Director as provided in these regulations.  

 

Section 5.  Repeal. Existing or parts of ordinances covering the same matters as embraced in 

this Ordinance are hereby repealed and all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the 

provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed, except that this repeal shall not affect or prevent the 

prosecution or punishment of any person for any act done or committed in violation of any ordinance 

hereby repealed prior to the taking effect of this Ordinance. 

 

Section 6.  Emergency Declaration.  The Town Council finds and declares that an emergency 

exists based on the facts contained in the recitals set forth above and that this Ordinance is necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the health, safety, welfare and peace of the public and the citizens of 

the Town and for the protection of citizens residing in residential districts in the Town.   

 

Section 7.  Effective Date and Publication.   The procedures set forth in Section 4.6(A) of the 

Home Rule Charter and corresponding provisions of the Johnstown Municipal Code requiring a second 

reading of an ordinance prior to final adoption are hereby suspended.  Pursuant to Section 4.7 of the 

Town’s Home Rule Charter, this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon the affirmative vote of 

five (5) Councilmembers.  This Ordinance, as adopted by the Town Council, shall be published and 

shall be numbered and recorded by the Town Clerk in the official records of the Town.  The adoption 

and publication shall be authenticated by the signatures of the Mayor and the Town Clerk. 

  

INTRODUCED, PASSED AND ADOPTED AS AN EMERGENCY MEASURE on first 

reading by the Town Council of the Town of Johnstown, Colorado, this ____ day of 

__________________, 2023, by a vote of five (5) Councilmembers of the Town Council of the Town 

of Johnstown. 

 

       TOWN OF JOHNSTOWN, COLORADO 

ATTEST: 
 

By:___________________________________ By:_________________________________ 

     Hannah Hill, Town Clerk                           Troy D. Mellon, Mayor 


