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The Study Area

• The Tara Boulevard LCI Study is a comprehensive study to rethink 
how we view the 11-mile corridor. 

• The process builds consensus among Clayton County, Jonesboro, and 
Lovejoy community members, resulting in a roadmap to bring the 
community closer to its identified vision. 

• The study identified opportunities for housing (including affordable), 
services, and mobility improvements. 

Study Area
Flint River
Waterbodies
Parks
Cities and Towns
Newman Wetland Center



The Framework

1- TRANSIT CORRIDOR 2- PARKWAY  3- CONNECTOR  

VULCAN 
QUARRY 
GREENSPACE

4- NODAL STRENGTHS

TO ATLANTA 
AIRPORT

/ DOWNTOWN

JONESBORO

LOVEJOY

TARA GATEWAY



Project Vision

TARAA BOULEVARD

A vibrant, cohesive corridor that provides 
safe connections for all, 
attracts a diverse mix of uses, 
and helps activate inclusive places.



Corridor-Wide Strategy
A Safe + Connected Tara Blvd

1- A TRANSIT CORRIDOR 
Complete Street improvements on key cross streets

Transit Oriented Development Overlay zones

2- A PARKWAY
Pedestrian-oriented network of connected greenspaces

Pedestrian Priority “Zones” where pedestrian-level design should be prioritized

3- A CONNECTOR
Recommended crossing improvements at key signalized intersections

GDOT planned Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons between signalized intersections

JUSTICE CENTERJUSTICE CENTER
TRANSIT HUB



Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Zones
The “Big 5” of transit supportive land use:

TRANSIT CORRIDOR 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Zones

JUSTICE CENTERJUSTICE CENTER
TRANSIT HUB

MARTA Rapid Station Location Coordination

Density + 
Intensity

Mix of 
Uses

Walkability People-Friendly
Design

Managed
Parking

Considerations:
• High ridership stops on existing local bus 

routes
• Existing or planned GDOT PHBs
• Existing or planned trail facilities
• Existing destinations
• Planned developments
• Surrounding land uses



Engagement Strategy



Open Houses

Open House # 1
Tara Gateway-
Riverdale Center

Open House # 2 
Lovejoy- Community 
Center

Open House # 3 
Jonesboro -
City Center

15
22
24

Final Open House # 4 
Jonesboro -
Lee Park

48



Location/Date: Thursday, February 22nd
• One-on-One sessions following up on proposed designs and catalytic sites for development

Two Public Design Workshops + 1 Pop Up Event
Locations/Dates:
• Jonesboro City Center – February 22nd

• Lovejoy Community Center – February 29th

Online Engagement via Project Website
To Include:
• A presentation and materials from the workshops 
• An opportunity for public feedback on what was shared

Stakeholder Engagement

… & Even More Engagement and Outreach



Node 1
TARA GATEWAY 
Strong retail and services area but low vacancies

Node 2
JONESBORO 
Strong placemaking in place, strong presence of civic, cultural and 
community spaces

Node 3
LOVEJOY
Strong residential growth

TO ATLANTA AIRPORT
/ DOWNTOWN

JONESBORO

LOVEJOY

Connect Activate(Re)Develop

TARA GATEWAY

Nodal Strengths



Catalytic Site
Jonesboro Node - Smith Street
Jonesboro Gateway

Retail/Commercial Mixed-Use (3- to 4-Storeys)
Mixed-Use (4-Storeys)
Residential















Catalytic Sites
Jonesboro Node - Smith Street

View showing mixed use environment on Smith Street from Tara Crossings entrance



Thank you!
Keri Stevens

kstevens@atlantaregional.org


