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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING  
MARCH 09, 2026 AT 6:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 1859 CITY CENTER WAY, JONESBORO, GA 30236 

MINUTES 

  

I. CALLED TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order by Mayor Sartor at 6:01 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL 

 The roll was called by City Clerk Jewett. 

 Mayor Donya L. Sartor  

 Mayor Pro-Tem Asjah Miller  

 Councilmember Chelsey Curney 

 Councilmember Alfred Dixon  

 Councilmember Cameron Dixon   

 Councilmember Santia Fox  

 Councilmember Tracey Messick  

 City Attorney, LaTonya Wiley  

 City Clerk, Shandrella Jewett  

 Community Development Director, Faith Akuta  

 Downtown Development Authority Director/Economic Development Manager, Blue Cole 

 Finance Director, Karen Slaton-Dixon 

 Operation/Human Resource, Maria Wetherington 

 Police Chief, Christopher Cato  

 Public Works Director, Marcus Heard  

III. INVOCATION 

Invocation by Pastor Richie Howard of First Baptist Jonesboro. 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

A. Council to consider approval and adoption of the amended Agenda. 

 Additions: 

 Presentation – Parliamentary Procedures Presentation by City Attorney Wiley. 

Old Business – Letter C.  Council to discuss the Newsletter. 

RESULT: Approved (Vote was unanimous) 
MOVER: Councilmember Curney 
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SECONDER:   Councilmember Fox 

VI. MAYOR’S PRESENTATION 

 Recognition of Principal, Teacher, and Support Staff of the Year  
Tamala Turnage – Lee Street Elementary – Teacher of the Year (1st Grade Teacher) 
Kia Andrews – Lee Street Elementary (Support Staff - Bookkeeper) 
Jennifer Anderson – J.W. Arnold Elementary – Teacher of the Year (Absent) 
Wendy Johnson – Lillie e. Suder Elementary - Support Staff (Absent) 
Christian Edwards - Jonesboro Middle School – Teacher of the Year (Absent) 
Arlicia Sloan – Lillie E. Suder Elementary - Teacher of the Year (1st Grade Teacher) 
Javon Richardson-Boone – Jonesboro High School – Teacher of the Year (9th-12th Grade) 
Kimberlee Barnett - Jonesboro High School - Clayton County Public Schools Principal of the Year  

Mayor Sartor offered congratulatory remarks, commending the significant contributions made 

toward developing future leaders in Jonesboro and abroad. 

 Mayor Sartor's Award of Excellence 
Principal Kimberlee Barnett received the “Mayor Sartor’s Award of Excellence” (First Recipient 
to receive this award) 
 

Bella Casco - Kilpatrick Elementary School (4th Grader) – Bella was chosen to compete in the 
2026 MLB Player STEM League Global Championship in Miami, Florida.  Also, she received the 
Mayor Sartor’s Award of Excellence. 

VII. PRESENTATIONS 

 Proclamation Honoring Civil Rights Icon, Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. 
 Parliamentary Procedures by City Attorney Wiley (was presented after the Public Comments) 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES) 

 Dillan Corrales (Jonesboro Resident) – Spoke in favor of a monthly City’s Newsletter.   

 Pat Sebo-Hand (Jonesboro Resident) – Spoke in favor of a monthly City’s Newsletter.   

 Arlene Charles (Jonesboro Resident) – She song a portion of Amazing Grace.  She thanked Mayor, 
Council, and staff for a successful Trash Wars Event that was held March 8, 2026.  Also, spoke in 
favor of a quarterly newsletter and not monthly.  Lastly, she shared it was her 24th wedding 
anniversary. 

 Bobby Lester (Former Councilmember & Jonesboro Resident) – Spoke in favor of a weekly 
newsletter. 

IX. PUBLIC HEARINGS & CONSIDERATIONS 

A. Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application #26-CUP-001, submitted by Tapestry 
School, Inc. The request is to operate a public charter school serving students in grades 6–10. The 
property is located at 142 College Street, Jonesboro, GA 30236, parcel 13241C C014. 

 Director Akuta stated that the request meets five of the six Conditional Use Requirements, with 
the only exception being the street classification, as the property is located on a local street 
rather than a collector or higher. The conditional use requirement is mitigated because the school 
will operate within an existing church education building with established access, circulation, and 
parking. Staff recommend approval with the Condition that a traffic management and drop-off 
pick-up plan be submitted and approved prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy to 
ensure safe student arrival and dismissal while minimizing neighborhood impacts. 

Public Hearing Opened  

Matthew Tyson, CEO of Tapestry Charter School spoke in favor of the application.  He introduced 
Robin Aldridge (Chief of Operations) and John O’Connell (Contractor). 
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Public Hearing Closed  

Council to consider Conditional Use Permit #26-CUP-001. 

RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous)   
MOVER:    Councilmember Messick        
SECONER: Councilmember A. Dixon        

B. Public Hearing regarding the 2026 update to the City of Jonesboro Comprehensive Plan. 
(Presentation by Atlanta Regional Commission regarding the 2026 Comp Plan Kickoff Public 
Hearing.) 

Economic Development Director Cole spoke regarding the upcoming Comprehensive Plan that 
will happen this year in 2026.  The Comprehensive Plan must be updated every five (5) years in 
order to stay in compliance. Also, he introduced Lauren Blaszyk of Atlanta Regional Commission 
who shared a presentation regarding the following topics: 
 Purpose 
 Why Plan?  
 Programs and Funding Linked to QLG Status 
 Regional Commission (RC) Involvement Requires Plan Elements 
 Required Plan Elements / Optional Plan Elements 
 ARC & City’s Responsibilities  
 Schedule - Early Actions – Quarter 1 (2026) 
 Schedule - Long-Term (Quarter 2-3; Final Edits & City Adoption 10/31/26) 
 Helpful Resources for Local Planning 
 Next Steps - Project Management 

 

Public Hearing Opened 
 Mayor and Council, Steve Gueta, Arlene Charles, and Dylan Corrales asked questions and 

received clarification regarding the Plan.  
 

Public Hearing Closed 
 

No vote or action taken 

X. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Council to consider a Memorandum of Understanding Between Clayton County, Georgia and the 
City of Jonesboro, Georgia regarding the construction of a Winter Weather Building (Salt Barn). 

 Council to consider approval of the above Consent Agenda. 

RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous)   
MOVER:    Councilmember Messick 
SECONER: Councilmember A. Dixon 

XI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Council to consider approval of the Minutes regarding Special Called Council Meeting/Public 
Hearing (FY26 Proposed Budget) dated 02/02/2026. 
  

RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous)   
MOVER:    Mayor Pro-Tem Miller 
SECONER: Councilmember A. Dixon 

B. Council to consider approval of the Work Session Minutes dated 02/02/2026. 

RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous)   
MOVER:    Councilmember Messick 
SECONER: Councilmember A. Dixon 
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C. Council to consider approval of the Regular Council Meeting Minutes dated 02/09/2026. 

RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous)   
MOVER:    Councilmember A. Dixon 
SECONER: Councilmember C. Dixon 

XII. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Council to consider the creation of an Ordinance by City Attorney Wiley Establishing Quarterly 

Reporting from City Boards, Authorities, and Committees to the Mayor and Council. 

 City Attorney Wiley made a recommendation for this matter to be tabled or be removed until 
there is a better understanding on what the City’s Charter provides as allowable duties and 
powers of the mayor.  She read Section 2.27 of the Charter (paragraph 9).  “As the Chief Executive 
of this City, the mayor shall require any department or agency of the City to submit written 
reports whenever he/she deems it expedient.”  That is one of the executive powers that is  
granted to the City’s mayor to determine when written reports have to come up to this body.  

Attorney Wiley further stated whenever we're doing these ordinances and are making revisions 
to them, we always go back. The first step when you're doing an ordinance is to make certain that 
you are not doing something that is in conflict with existing law or that's in conflict with the 
Charter.  If it's in conflict with an ordinance, then we can simply revise the ordinance. But we 
can't revise the Charter by reducing powers that are granted to the Chief Executive Officer.  “As 
we get into retreats or training, I think all of these things will become clearer to everyone and 
hopefully we can clarify and understand what the limits of what the body is as a legislative body 
and then the Chief Executive Officer as determined by the Charter.”  

In conclusion, “Jonesboro's Charter sets the Mayor up as the Chief Executive Officer and Chief 
Administrative Officer of the City.  The City Council cannot legislate by ordinance anything that 
conflicts with the direct power given to the CEO of the City.  That arguably would be weakening or 
diminishing the expressed power of the CEO under the Charter. 

  If you were to create an ordinance that says we're requiring these agencies/entities to bring 
quarterly reports to Council, that's arguably interfering with the powers and duties of the Mayor 
under the Charter which says as CEO of the City, the Mayor shall require any department or 
agency to do that.  It's in the purview of the Mayor to do that and the City Council can't enact an 
ordinance.  The Charter prevails. Ordinance cannot be in conflict with the Charter.   

 Article II Government Structure - Section 2.27, # 9-10 Powers and Duties of Mayor. 

 (9.) require any department or agency of the city to submit written reports whenever he deems it 
expedient; and (10.) perform such other duties as may be required by law, this charter, or by 
ordinance. 

A motion was made to postpone the item indefinitely due to it being in conflict with the Charter.  

RESULT: Motion Failed for lack of a second 
MOVER: Councilmember Curney 
SECONDER: None 

Councilmember A. Dixon shared he would like to table the item until Mayor and Council could 
have a retreat to further discuss and/or gain a better understanding regarding the matter. 

A motion was made to table the item. 

RESULT: Approved to Table (Vote was unanimous) 
MOVER: Councilmember A. Dixon 
SECONDER: Councilmember Curney 

 Mayor Sartor made the following statement – “Moving forward, if there are reports from certain 
ones, as always, send me an email. I am not opposed to getting those reports. We typically check 
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in, but if there's one based on something that has happened, just reach out to me and I'll make 
sure we get those reports.  We can get that information to Council without having it mandated.” 

B. Council to discuss Forensic Audit Updates. 

 City Attorney Wiley advised Mayor and Council that she invited forensic auditor (Michelle 
McHale) to attend tonight’s meeting.  However, Michelle was not able to attend but would be 
available on April 13, 2026 to present her findings.  Also, Michelle would let the City Attorney 
know how much it would cost to complete the forensic audit.  She already had the FY 22 credit 
card statements.  

 Councilmember Curney asked if a Special Called Meeting (at 6:00 p.m.) could be held if the 
forensic auditor is available sooner.  City Attorney Wiley said Michelle would be available April 13, 
2026.  Mayor Sartor asked City Attorney Wiley to follow up with Michelle by mid-week.   

It was noted again that grants were removed from the scope and per the contract, the City would 
like to see a draft of the forensic audit before April 13, 2026.  

C.   Council to discuss the Newsletter. 

 Mayor Sartor clarified that the City does not outsource content, only graphic design services. She 
noted that businesses have requested opportunities to advertise, and that a quarterly newsletter 
would require sufficient time to establish an advertising pattern and ensure equity. The Mayor 
also shared that citizens have requested a digital newsletter or the ability to receive a link 
electronically. She stated, “We can bring the newsletter back, but it must be grammatically and 
mechanically correct.” Mayor Sartor discussed using a mail house, subscriptions, or a digital sign-
up process. The goal would be to release the first newsletter by mid-April or May 1, with 
electronic copies available. 

Councilmember Messick commented that many residents would want to receive the newsletter 
in their mailboxes. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Miller stated that she supports the creation of a Newsletter Committee. 

Councilmember Fox suggested alternating with residents one month and businesses the next. She 
explained that this was a key reason for proposing a committee—to brainstorm ideas and develop 
a workable plan.  Lastly, she spoke regarding business advertising. 

Councilmember Curney requested clarification on whether the discussion was focused on forming 
a committee or bringing back the newsletter itself. 

Mayor Sartor responded that she could establish a committee and appoint its members. She 
added that anyone interested in serving as committee chair should email her to express interest. 
Councilmember Fox will schedule a meeting with Mayor Sartor and Tavisa Thomas in order to 
develop a plan for distributing the newsletter. 

 At this time, City Attorney Wiley spoke regarding the Charter - Article II, Government Structure.  
Section 2.19(b).  "All committees and committee chairpersons of the city council shall be 
appointed by the mayor and shall serve at his pleasure. The mayor shall have the power to 
appoint new members to any committee at any time."  

This would eliminate the need for public meetings or public notices if Mayor does the 
appointment of the committee.  The City of Jonesboro has a strong mayor form of government. 
The committee and the committee chairperson’s appointment belong to the mayor.  

If this council approves a committee, creates a formal committee, then that committee has to  

meet in public and have to do the same notification and meeting process as your public meetings. 
This charter provision section 2.19(b) puts that power in the hands of the mayor would eliminate 
the need for having public meetings.  You don't have to have public notices and the committee 
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that's established is not that’s formed by Council. It's one that has been done under the 
administrative powers of the mayor per the Charter.   

Councilmember Curney cautioned the Council against taking actions that would diminish 
/minimize the mayor’s authority, noting that similar past efforts led to restraining orders, costly 
lawsuits (approximately $300,000.00), and repeated court losses. She emphasized the importance 
of adhering to the City Charter to avoid unnecessary legal expenses and taxpayer burden, and 
warned that legal counsel is prepared to intervene if needed. 

Councilmember Fox replied that she was not sure where the comment by Councilmember Curney 
came from and that it went “way left field and was unnecessary.” However, she said she does not 
have a problem with meeting regarding the creation of a newsletter. 

Councilmember A. Dixon asked if a plan was in place as it relates to a meeting date and time for 
the Newsletter Committee.  Mayor Sartor replied not yet.  Once Mayor Sartor, Councilmember 
Fox, and Tavisa Thomas meet, then they will have a plan regarding the newsletter.  

City Attorney Wiley spoke about Ordinance requests that were made last week.  She explained 
that once an ordinance request is received, research is done to determine what is permissible, 
what limitations apply, and define the parameters of the proposed law. This process often 
requires more time than a one-week turnaround.  She suggested that a 30-day timeframe would 
be more appropriate. With additional time, she would be able to consult with Councilmembers to 
address concerns and collaborate more effectively, except in cases requiring immediate action. 

XIII. FINANCE REPORT 

A. Financial Report as of January 31, 2026 by Karen Slaton-Dixon. 

Director Slaton-Dixon stated that the bank reconciliations were up to date. Mayor Sartor wants 
the Financial Reports completed around the 15th, 20th, or 21st of each month.  

Executive Summary: 
 Revenues at 17.77% of the budget 
 Strong tax and fines & forfeitures performance 
 All departments operating below budget 
 Revenue Summary: 

Category Budget Actual % of Budget 

Taxes $5,896,196 $1,256,376 21.31% 

License & Permits $136,800 $14,867 10.87% 

Charges for Services $451,734 $16,961 3.75% 

Fines & Forfeitures $1,718,500 $80,547 4.69% 

Investment Income $33,150 $163 <1% 

Miscellaneous $118,700 $167,992 141.53% 

 Executive Summary 
 Revenue Summary 
 Department Spending 
 Department Expenditures 
 Fund Balance Analysis – 2025 Increased by $1,716,396.00 ($10,340,556 ) Unaudited figures 

(Georgia Fund One Account is like a savings. No withdrawals/transactions in the last 3 years 
and has gained interest each year) 
 

 All Other Funds: 

Fund 275 Hotel/Motel Fund 330 SPLOSTS 21 540 Solid Waste 

Revenue 
$2,428 $234,115 $146,275 

Expenditures 
$0 $0 $3,598 
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 Cash Accounts (Liquid): 

General Fund Municipal Court SPLOST 21 

$4,344,535 Truist 
$3,327,355 (a portion of this will be 
transferred into the General Fund. 

$1,776,594 

$2,843,808 GA Fund 1 
  

Mayor Sartor shared that the Financial Report will be part of Work Session packet for review and 
the final report will be in the Regular Council Meeting packet. 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Council to consider a resolution to amend the FY25 budget to close out the fiscal year.  

The Finance Director explained that FY 2025 had to be formally closed (“hard close”) in order to 
upload the FY 2026 budget, as required by the financial software. During the FY 2023 audit, it was 
noted that some departmental budgets were over in certain categories, and similar items were 
anticipated for FY 2024 since those years were already closed. To avoid repeating audit findings, 
budget amendments were made during FY 2025 closeout.  Rather than pulling funds from prior 
fiscal years, adjustments were made within existing departmental line-items. Because auditors 
review budget categories rather than individual line-items, funds were reallocated to ensure 
categories such as personnel and benefits were not over budget. In total, the proposed budget 
adjustments amounted to approximately $966,302.00. 
 

These amendments ensured that the Mayor and Council budget, and the overall FY 2025 budget, 
were no longer over budget. The adjustments were included in the meeting packet for Council 
review. The Finance Director noted that this type of cleanup is standard at the end of a fiscal year 
and emphasized that future budget adjustments would be made throughout the year rather than 
waiting until year-end. 
 

RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous) 
MOVER:    Councilmember Curney 
SECONER: Councilmember A. Dixon 
ABSTAINED: Councilmember Messick 

B. Council to consider approval of invoices for Juneteenth and July 2, 2026 events. 

Shelby spoke regarding Fireworks – need approval up to $22,000.00 to cover both events (Deep 
South Fireworks – Quote for Juneteenth $8,500.00 and July 2nd $1,250.00 for a 10-minute display 
(discount rate: $1,050.00 for a 10-minute display).  

Pyro Technico – Quote for $8,000.00 for Juneteenth (10-minute show) and $12,500.00 quotes for 
(12-minute show).  Still negotiating the price for a 10-minute show. 

Councilmember Messick asked why 4th of July celebration is not being held on July 4th since it is 
America’s Birthday.  Mayor Sartor said everything is higher on July 4th, , vendors are limited, it is 
on a Saturday, and July 3rd is staff’s holiday.  Mayor Sartor shared that staff wanted to do July 2nd.  

Councilmember Curney said she would like staff to have July 3rd off to spend time with their 
families and maybe the City can promote Clayton County’s 4th of July event so residence will have 
a place to go on that specific day. 

At this time a conversation took place regarding Freedom Fest and the GMA Convention (June 
26-30, 2026).  Taylor mentioned there were no availability from vendors and Council would be 
attending the GMA Convention. 

A motion was made for Council to consider approval of Fireworks for both events (Juneteenth 
and July 2nd) up to $22,000.00 (with American 250 being slightly elevated) and authorization for 
Mayor Sartor and City Attorney Wiley to execute both contracts regarding Fireworks. 
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RESULT:   Approved (Vote was unanimous) 
MOVER:    Councilmember Messick 
SECONER: Councilmember A. Dixon 

A motion was made for Council to consider approval to execute a contract regarding sound for 
both events (Juneteenth and July 2nd) not to exceed $16,200.00. 

RESULT: Approved (Vote was unanimous)  
MOVER: Councilmember Curney 
SECONDER: Councilmember A. Dixon 
 

A motion was made for Council to consider approval to spend sponsorship funds up to 
$25,000.00 as it relates to entertainment for Juneteenth (from raised funds) and authorization 
for Mayor Sartor to execute related contracts with City Attorney’s review.   
 

Mayor Sartor clarified the $25,000.00 will not come from the City Events line-item.  It can only 
equal the amount of sponsorship raised for Juneteenth. 
 

RESULT: Approved (Vote was unanimous) 
APPROVED: Mayor Pro-Tem Miller 
SECONDER: Councilmember Curney 
 

A motion was made to approve up to $22,000.00 for July 2nd event to come from City Events line-
item for entertainment and authorize Mayor Sartor to execute related contracts. 
 

RESULT: Approved (Vote was unanimous) 
MOVER:  Councilmember Messick 
SECONDER: Councilmember Curney 

XV. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

A. Economic Development Report by Director Cole. 

XVI. REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS 

  Comments by Councilmember Fox:  

 Thanked everyone for staying 
 Spoke regarding a comment that was made by Councilmember Curney relating to a past 

restraining order and its ruling 
 

Point of Order by Councilmember Curney 
 

City Attorney Wiley advised Mayor and Council that Councilmember Fox was allowed to 
express how she felt about the comment.  She told Councilmember Curney that 
Councilmember Fox had not crossed the line and could not be restricted from commenting  
regarding the matter.   

 

Councilmember Fox stated, “Again, as I say that my heart is heavy because one minute we're 
talking about a community newsletter, and the next minute we're talking about a restraining 
order. And I don't understand how that makes sense in the same sentence.” 

 
 Point of Privilege was taken to thank former Councilmembers (Billy Powell, Bobby Lester, and 

Don Dixon) for serving.  “It takes courage to serve.”  “I want to honor everyone that has served 
in the City of Jonesboro” 

 Thanked everyone for attending the Growth Series, the mobile office, etc.  Working on 
community goals (strengthening community between businesses and residents).  Shop locally   

 Had a great time during Trash Wars (March 8, 2026) 
 Support working in collaboration with Mayor and Council 
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Comments by Councilmember Messick: 

 Thanked staff and everyone who helped and attended Trash Wars event (March 8, 2026) 
 Keep the military, our allies, and our City in your prayers  

Comments by Councilmember C. Dixon:  

 Thanked former Councilmembers Don Dixon, Bobby Lester, and everyone for attending 
tonight’s meeting  

 March 18-20, 2026 - Will be attending the Newly Elected Training in Tifton, Georgia 
 Happy St. Patrick’s Day (March 17, 2026) 

Comments by Councilmember A. Dixon:  

 Thanked everyone for joining the meeting online and for coming to the meeting tonight 
 Thanked all presenters for the information presented tonight 
 March 2026 - Happy Women’s History Month  
 Read a note/official statement from JYCG thanking everyone for their continued support for 

youth leadership and civic engagement.  We were unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to a 
previously scheduled meeting earlier today with Clayton County Board of Education Interns.  

 March 28, 2026 - Policy Feud with Clayton County Youth Commission at the Boys and Girls Club 
at Flint River Community Center 

 April 9, 2026 – JYCG Annual Let’s roll event at Skate Zone 
 April 18, 2026 – JYCG Game Night at the VFW 
 April 28, 2026 – Deadline for JYCG Application for membership (8th – 12th Grade) 
 March 16, 2026 - JYCG Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 Trash Wars was amazing. Thanked staff and Chief of Code Compliance, Derry Walker for a 

successful event 

Comments by Councilmember Curney:  

 Thanked staff for their time and effort which does not go unnoticed 
 March 8, 2026 - Happy belated International Women’s Day 
 March 8, 2026 - Daylight Savings Time  
 March 17, 2026 - Happy St. Patrick’s Day  
 Clayton County Election – Ends on March 17, 2026 
 April 5, 2026 - Happy Easter 

Comments by Mayor Pro-Tem Miller:  

 Thanked staff for everything they do. The best staff in the land. I appreciate you all so much 
 Thanked Youth City Government (winners) for having the most volunteers during Trash Wars  
 Expressed appreciation for the love and support shown during the Trash War event 
 Pedicures and Politics (“Bet on Us”) event at EZ Nails – Successful event 
 Congratulatory remarks were extended to Ms. Barnett (Principal of the Year - Clayton County) 

of Jonesboro Middle School and all of the educators 
 March 10, 2026 - Tabernacle of Faith will host an event. Members in the campaign with David 

Scott, that’ll be running, will be there if you want to hear what they have to say or will be 
offering the residence 

XVI. REPORT OF MAYOR 

 Stated, “I believe in collaboration and teamwork, but sometimes a Facebook share can negate 
all of that.  I have been taking conscious efforts in regard to what I share, tag, and speak.  And I 
would encourage all Councilmembers to do the same”  

 Stated, “I have an Open Door Policy for councilmembers, citizens, and businesses.  If you need 
me or if you don’t agree with me, please take the opportunity to speak with me” 

 Spoke about a post regarding Jonesboro Town Hall Meeting and other recent posts that show 
unity among Mayor and Council.  Other examples includes Black History Month Proclamation 



03/09/26 Regular Council Meeting Minutes   Page 10 of 10 

 

and a picture of Mayor and Council displayed in the lobby.  “Despite what is shown online, this 
is still my team and collectively we move together and we’re stronger together and that is why 
the post went out.”  The City of Jonesboro is not warded and have no zones, it serves at Large. 
“I apologized if I offended anyone, but that was not the intent.” 

 April 20-25, 2026 Georgia Cities Week – Hoping to have a Townhall Meeting during this week.  
Family Bingo night on the Green with free ice cream and other small events throughout the 
week 

 Thanked Derry Walker for hosting Trash Wars.  It was a successful event 
 Update on Grants: 

Applied for a $15,000.00 AARP Challenge Grant for a garden, pavilion with bathrooms, and 
electricity.   
Two grants were submitted to U.S. Congressman David Scott:  Partnership with Habitat for 
Humanity for $2.8 million and $500,000.00 to updated Massingale Park (make it ADA compliant 
and provide shade canopies.)   
Three grant applications were submitted to Senator Ossoff for $500,000.00 for police cars, 
Habitat for Humanity $2.5 million, and $450,000.00 for Massingale Park.  
Thanked staff for their assistance with getting the applications submitted for these grants. 

 March 15-18, 2026 – Attending NLC Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC 
 March 6, 2026 – Field Trip to Selma, Alabama and got a change to cross the Edmund Pettus 

Bridge with some staff members.  Viewed some module homes that NACA had been talking 
about 

 Councilmember Fox will reach out to get the newsletter going.  It will be a product that we all 
will be very proud of  

 Non-Partisan Pedicures and Politics – Shout out to “Not You Average Massage” 
 The month of May is Move with the Mayor month 
 Thanked Council and staff for the work that you all have been doing and just assisting in making 

sure that we propel the City forward 

XVIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Executive Session for the purpose of discussing litigation, real estate, or personnel matters. 

 None 

B. Consider any action(s), if necessary, based on decision(s) made in Executive Session. 
None  

XIX. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 

RESULT:    Approved (Vote was unanimous) 
MOVER:    Councilmember Curney 
SECONER: Councilmember C. Dixon 

 
 
 
 
 ____________________________________  ________________________________ 
 Dr. Donya L. Sartor, Mayor    Shandrella Jewett, City Clerk 


