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Oldways Cooking Classes



12Georgia Department of Human 
Services | 

Best Innovation - 2025
Incorporated Snap-ed programing into our United Way Learning Spaces 
experiences

• Learning Spaces is a pop-up preschool classroom that provides parents with 
early learning strategies that they can model at home.

• Provided nutrition-based activities that parents can replicate at home using our 
snap-ed guidance 
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POLICY
HHSP lifts + elevates voices 

Food Access + Insecurity

      Community Voices





       Big Green Foundation
          The Big Green DAO   
Delivering Garden Beds to DAO 

members. 
As a member, HHSP would 
request beds for Jonesboro 

Community Garden if this is an 
option through land use 

agreement

Potential Support (not confirmed)





The Concept: HHSP Commons



The Concept: HHSP Commons

Garden
Land to GROW food

Store
Shared Office Space



The HOW: 
Congressional Funds via Community Project Funding 

(supports building renovation and repurposing) or 
Community Development Block Grant (more practical 

and accessible)
Pipeline for additional funding… based on trends + 

building proposal + advocacy



The What: 
● 1. Community Garden:

○ 0.5 acres of land to grow fresh produce, support local food initiatives,
○ Brings neighbors and residents together
○ Land use agreement

● 2. Multi-Use Facility:
○ Acquire a 2500+ sq. ft. office space that includes:
○ Includes private offices for leadership, staff and community organizations (non profit 

incubator).
○ At least one large community room for programs, events, and collaborative gatherings 

and other activities.
○ Smaller rooms for focused meetings and flexible uses.
○ Outdoor garden and event space

● 3. Commercial Kitchen:
○ Develop a fully equipped kitchen for community food preparation, nutrition programs,
○ and partnership opportunities with government, non profit, and other businesses.

● 4. Mobile Market Storage:
○ Secure storage for the mobile market unit and other necessary equipment.

● 5. Retail Market Potential:
○ Mobile market double as a sales point for our Unity Farm Stand and Mobile Market to 

expand food access 
○ Can easily travel and serve City of Jonesboro residents at festivals and other events



The Why: 

Why the City of Jonesboro + HHSP should partner on an HHSP Common

● Aligns with shared goals around community wellbeing, economic vitality, and 

equitable access to resources

● Leverages HHSP’s proven work in nutrition, education, and community 

advocacy to activate a city-supported space

● Creates a centralized hub that reduces fragmentation across nonprofits and 

strengthens collaboration

● Positions Jonesboro as a leader in innovative, community-centered 

development in the region



The Why: 

What the HHSP Commons would offer

● A nonprofit hub that provides shared space, resources, and infrastructure for 

local organizations

● A garden space that increases access to fresh, nutrient-dense foods and 

supports food sovereignty

● A community kitchen that enables nutrition education and classes

● An additional gathering space for events, civic engagement, cultural 

programming, and resident connection

● A no compete atmosphere where all are welcome. HHSP wishes to 

demonstrate a true “hub” where theory is put into practice.



The Why: 

How it brings value to the community

● Expands access to healthy food, education, and economic opportunities in one 

accessible location (gathering spot!!!)

● Builds stronger relationships across residents, nonprofits, and local government

● Supports youth + families through holistic programming in health, wealth, 

nutrition, and education



The Why: 

Why it is a driver of economic development

● Attracts investment and grants tied to food systems, health equity, and 

community development

● Reduces barriers for nonprofits by lowering operational costs through shared 

infrastructure 



The Collab: 

What the City of Jonesboro would offer

● Full up to code renovation of real estate: 124 North Main Street or another 

feasible property through block grant funding

a. HHSP met with legislative aides in DC recently who indicated that they 

would be willing to write a LOS, if needed for community projects.

● Minimum 5 year Land Use agreement with access to land Jonesboro 

Community Garden

a. HHSP would need to consult with our board and our legal team to work 

out details and HHSP counsel approval

● Use of real-estate at no cost through binding legal agreement

a. With HHSP board and HHSP counsel approval

● Monthly retainer to HHSP to support garden up-keep, programming, and 

community engagement and show the investment of non-profit organizations 

in Clayton





Lilla Watson

If you have come here to help me, you are 
wasting your time. But if you have come 
because your liberation is bound up with 

mine, then let us work together



@handheartsoulproject

@handheartsoulproject1

@HandHeartSoul1




