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Jonesboro Veterans Memorial Park 
(Southeast portion of Lee Street Park) 

 

Key Points 

- This is proposed to be a “retrofit” of an existing portion of Lee Street Park, the 
southeast corner where the fountain area is located.  By retrofitting, the City 
will not start from scratch; they will remove portions of that area that are not 
working well but keep the positive features and use those features as the 
framework for the Veterans Memorial. 

- The main benefits of retrofitting, rather than a completely new park in a new 
location are: 

1. Cost savings by not starting from scratch (minimal grading, minimal 
new paving, minimal new landscaping, etc.) 

2. An unused portion of Lee Street Park is repurposed and reinvigorated. 
- The focus of the memorial will be veterans of foreign wars only, those conflicts 

that occurred in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
- The memorial could solve the “cross and flag crisis” that seems to occur every 

year in the City (Memorial Day, etc.), which has proven to be a logistics, 
maintenance, and public relations problem in the past.  All veteran names that 
were and are on the crosses would be etched permanently in the new 
memorial, thus elimnating the need for the crosses. 

- Having the memorial in a centrally located park in the City increases 
appreciation for veterans services, versus having crosses spread out along 
Main Street. 
 

 



Option A Design Framework 

- The existing fountain in the southeast portion of Lee Street Park has malfunctioned 
several times since its creation in 2016, has had maintenance problems with algae, 
and has been a target of vandalism.  The fountain will be removed, and the circular 
area it covered will be converted to a landscaped area, possibly with flags (United 
States, State of Georgia, City of Jonesboro, and flags from the branches of the armed 
forces). 

- There are currently four benches within the circular area, but they are not used much.  
Some of these could be relocated elsewhere in the park to provide more room for the 
veterans memorial.  These benches were paid for by donors, so they do not need to be 
completely gotten rid of. 

- The existing circular wall planters (and the trees within these planters) that form the 
edge of the circular area are nice and should remain.  They can also form part of the 
support structure for new stone slabs with veterans names engraved on them. 

- The veterans memorial would not just be confined to the circular area around the 
fountain and planters.  It would extend a little out from this and encompass the 
sidewalk around the perimeter of the circular planters and the planting bed / walls 
between the fountain area and the roofed “marketplace” area. 

- There would be three categories of veterans to be represented in distinct areas: 
1. Those veterans who were already represented on the crosses.  These names 

would be engraved on the new stone slabs marked “A” on the diagram on the 
next page.  Also, in this category would be actual residents of the City who 
were veterans who were not ever on the crosses and may be newer City 
residents.  (These veterans could either be killed in action or survived the 
conflict.) 

2. The names of veterans who may be Clayton County residents, but not City 
residents, or families of veterans who may want to express a message on a 
brick will be displayed in the circular area on engraved bricks set in the 
ground.  This area is marked “B” on the diagram on the next page. 

3. An area for Gold Star families (veteran killed in line of duty) who are or were 
City residents.  These veterans names will be engraved on low, free-standing 
slabs in the planter area marked “C” on the diagram on the next page. 



Veterans Memorial – Lee Street Park Project Boundary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Color to match engraved 
panels

Veterans' engraved 
names on stone panels

Stone panels use 
existing stone bench 
for support



Former Fountain Area - 
Grass

Weeping cherry trees

Engraved stone panels

Engraved stone panels

POW / MIA Memorial 
Panels

6 Branches of Military 
Panels

Existing concrete walls 
colored to city colors

Existing concrete walls 
colored to city colors
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