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To: Mayor Peggy Wheeler, Vice Mayor John Callaghan, and Councilmember Marianne Hosta 

 

From: Jim L. Ehret, P.E.- Member of Juno Beach P&Z 2024- to present  

 

Date: December 9, 2025 

 

Re: Request to Reconsider Recent Ordinance Restricting Full Harmony Review of Residential Projects 

 

Dear Mayor Wheeler, Vice Mayor Callaghan, and Councilmember Hosta: 

 

I am writing to respectfully request that the Council reconsider its recent ordinance that 

effectively eliminates the Town’s ability—through both the Planning & Zoning Board and the 

P&Z Department—to conduct meaningful Architectural and Harmony Reviews for new 

residential construction. 

At the October 2025 Council meeting, Vice Mayor Callaghan introduced a motion that 

significantly reduced the Town’s design oversight. By limiting review primarily to minimum 

setback compliance, the ordinance removes the ability to evaluate important issues such as size, 

bulk, massing, scale, and proportionality of new homes. As a result, houses of 5,000–8,000 

square feet can now be built directly beside homes that are a fraction of that size. This is, in 

effect, a “supersizing” of Juno Beach—creating oversized residential structures that are 

inconsistent with the character of our historic, small-scale seaside community. 

It appears you slipped this approval so it cannot be changed for few years by New Florida Law 

180 to help rebuild many areas of the states impacted by hurricanes. And 2 of you are not even 

going for reelection.  

As a volunteer member of the Juno Beach Planning & Zoning Board for the past two years, I 

have seen firsthand the value of a thoughtful, well-managed review process. Contrary to the 

narrative pushed by the Property Rights campaign, the P&Z Board has approved more than 90% 

of residential applications during my tenure, with applicants willingly adopting constructive 

suggestions to improve design harmony. The claim that homeowners were being prevented from 

improving or enlarging their homes was inaccurate and misleading. 

I am deeply concerned that the recent ordinance moves the Town in a direction that is not 

supported by most residents. This community turned out in large numbers this spring and 

summer to voice their desire to preserve Juno Beach’s character. Yet the Council’s actions 

appear more aligned with the interests of developers and real estate groups who favor much 

larger, more intensive development.  
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The impact of these decisions is already visible in Juno Beach. The scale and mass of the 

Carretta development have forever dramatically altered the character of our primary entrance 

into Town. I am equally concerned that the same incentives and density allowances championed 

in the flawed Treasure Coast proposal could be pursued for Plaza La Mer, now under new 

ownership. The precedent set by the “White Monster”—with 95 units of 2,600–3,400 square-foot 

condominiums selling for over $1,000 per square foot and offering limited views—suggests that 

similar oversized development pressures will continue.  

Not look forward to another election where last mayor race had over 10 negative ad post cards 

from Tallahassee veiled PACs. It was embarrassing to see this in our area, likely all driven by 

outside major profit seekers looking for incentivized deals.   

For these reasons, I ask that at least one of you introduce a motion to reconsider the vote 

eliminating full architectural and harmony review for single-family homes. Restoring this review 

process would align the Council’s actions with the clear preferences of Juno Beach residents and 

uphold the Town’s long-standing commitment to maintaining our unique coastal character. 

 Being in high end construction for over 40 years, I am really concerned the pressures that future 

Council Members must be getting from Outside Interests in back room deals. We will then 

become like most over developed Florida seaside towns then.   

Thank you for your consideration. I remain committed to serving this community and stand ready to 

assist in any way that helps Juno Beach remain the special place it has always been. 

One of you DO THE RIGHT THING and reconsider your vote December 10th Town Council Meeting. 

 

CC Councilperson Diana Davis   

      Councilperson DD Halpern  

      Town Manager Rob Cole  

      Town P&Z – Frank Davia         

 

       


























