2020 Florida Building Code, Existing Building, 7" edition
Chapter 12 — Historic Buildings

SECTION 1201

GENERAL
1201.1 Intent and purpose.

It is the intent of this chapter to provide means for occupant safety, property conservation and
use of designated historic buildings while protecting those elements, spaces and features that
make these buildings historically or architecturally significant.

1201.2 Scope.

The provisions of this code acknowledge the need to preserve the character of historic buildings
and shall apply to the repair, alteration, restoration, change of occupancy, addition and relocation
of historic buildings.

1201.3 Flood hazard areas.

In flood hazard areas, if all proposed work, including repairs, work required because of a change
of occupancy, and alterations, constitutes substantial improvement, then the building shall
comply with Section 1612 of the Florida Building Code, Building, or Section R322 of
the Florida Building Code, Residential, as applicable.

Exception: If the program that designated the building as historic determines that it will
continue to be an historic building after the proposed work is completed, then the
proposed work is not considered to be substantial improvement. For the purposes of this
exception, an historic building is:

1. Individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places; or

2. A contributing resource within a National Register of Historic Places listed
district; or

3.Designated as historic property under an official municipal, county, special
district or state designation, law, ordinance or resolution either individually or as a
contributing property in a district, provided the local program making the
designation is approved by the Department of the Interior (the Florida state
historic preservation officer maintains a list of approved local programs); or

4. Determined eligible by the Florida State Historic Preservation Officer for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places, either individually or as a contributing
property in a district.

1201.4 Accessibility requirements.
For accessibility requirements, see the Florida Building Code, Accessibility.






