
 

 

DRAFT - MINUTES 

TOWN OF JUNO BEACH 

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

May 31, 2023 

Council Chambers/YouTube 

340 Ocean Drive 

 

PRESENT:  ALEXANDER COOKE, MAYOR  

    PEGGY WHEELER, VICE MAYOR  

   MARIANNE HOSTA, VICE MAYOR PRO TEM 

ELAINE K. COTRONAKIS, COUNCILMEMBER   

DD HALPERN, COUNCILMEMBER  

 

ALSO PRESENT:        DAVID DYESS, TOWN MANAGER 

LEONARD RUBIN, TOWN ATTORNEY 

CAITLIN E. COPELAND-RODRIGUEZ, TOWN CLERK 

ANDREA DOBBINS, PROJECT COORDINATOR/RISK MANAGER 

FRANK DAVILA, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 

ABSENT:   

  

Audience: 12 

 

~ CALL TO ORDER – 5:30 PM 

~ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

~ ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, SUBSTITUTIONS TO THE AGENDA - None 

(Time: :57 – 1:27) (TIME STAMP IS BASED OFF OF YOUTUBE VIDEO) 

  

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (Time: 1:28 - 7:44) 

All Non-Agenda items are limited to three (3) minutes. Anyone wishing to speak is 

asked to complete a comment card with their name and address prior to the start of the 

meeting as well as state their name and address for the record when called upon to speak 

(prior to addressing the Town Council). Town Council will not discuss these items this 

evening. Any issues will be referred to Staff for investigation; a report will be forwarded 

to the Town Council; and citizens will be contacted. 

 

Public Comments Opened at 5:30pm. 

 

Town Clerk Copeland-Rodriguez read a comment into the record (see attached). 

 

Beverly Gibel, 451 Olympus Blvd., commented on transparency for the Town website. 

 

John Stelluto, 401 Sunset Way, expressed concern on the retirement party/gift funding 

approved at the last meeting. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 5:36pm. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xKdD_r9J4A&t=3s
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2. KAGAN PARK EXERCISE EQUIPMENT (Time: 7:45 – 51:20) 

(Project Coordinator/Risk Manager Dobbins) 

 

Project Coordinator/Risk Manager Dobbins reiterated what is being asked at this time of 

the Town Council and asked if they had any questions. 

 

Council reviewed, discussed and asked staff questions on this item. 

 

Public Comments Opened at 5:40pm. 

 

April Sovich, Juno Beach Resident, commented on this item. 

 

Jacqueline Herbsman, commented on this item. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 5:45pm. 

 

MOTION: Halpern/Cotronakis made a motion to utilize the FRDAP funds for replacing 

the adult exercise equipment in Kagan Park. 

 

Town Clerk Copeland-Rodriguez conducted a roll call on the motion. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 3-2 with Mayor Cooke and Vice Mayor Pro Tem Hosta 

opposed. 

 

Vice Mayor Wheeler, Councilmember Cotronakis, and Councilmember Halpern gave 

consensus to have green turf, blue exercise equipment, and balance board for Kagan 

Park. 

 

The Council gave unanimous consensus to have staff work with Kompan on options for 

the Kagan Park Playground Equipment with the cost not to exceed of $225,000; and 

provide the options at the next meeting. 

  

The Council gave unanimous consensus to move Item #5 up to Item #3. 

 

3. DISCUSSION ON PROPOSED LEAF BLOWER ORDINANCE – NOISE LEVEL 

AND FUEL TYPE (Time: 51:21 – 1:28:11) 

(Per the request of Councilmember Halpern) 

 

Councilmember Halpern explained that residents have mentioned being in favor of this 

type of ordinance. 

 

Public Comments Opened at 6:21pm. 

 

Town Clerk Copeland-Rodriguez read comments into the record (see attached). 

 

David Cox commented on this item (see attached). 
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Mr. Stelluto commented on this item. 

 

Red Dunn, 440 Sunset Way, commented on this item. 

April Sovich, Juno Beach Resident, commented on this item. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 6:36pm. 

 

Council reviewed, discussed and asked staff questions on this item. 

 

MOTION: Halpern/Hosta made a motion to create an ordinance banning the use of 

gasoline powered leaf blowers within the Town with a phased in adoption date. 

 

Town Clerk Copeland-Rodriguez conducted a roll call on this motion. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. DISCUSSION ON PLANNING & ZONING BOARD MAY 1, 2023 WORKSHOP 
(Time: 1:28:12 – 1:48:56) 

(Director of Planning & Zoning Davila) 

 

Director of Planning & Zoning Davila went over the memorandum and asked Council if 

they had any questions. 

 

The council gave unanimous consensus to leave the Comprehensive Development Plan as 

is. 

 

Public Comments Opened at 7:05pm. 

 

Jim Ferguson commented on this item. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 7:07pm. 

 

Council reviewed, discussed, and asked staff questions on this item. 

 

The Council gave unanimous consensus to not move forward with any recommendations 

except #5 – Topographical Features for which Council requested more discussion and 

detail from the Planning & Zoning Board. 

  

5. DISCUSSION ON THE PROCESS OF PRIORITIZING AGENDA ITEMS FOR 

THE PLANNING & ZONING BOARD (Time: 1:48:57 – 2:07:58) 

(Per the request of Vice Mayor Wheeler) 

 

Vice Mayor Wheeler asked Council for a consensus to have the Planning & Zoning 

Board discuss setbacks in the Commercial General Zoning District. 

 

Council reviewed, discussed, and asked staff questions on this item. 
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The Council gave unanimous consensus to have the Planning & Zoning Board discuss 

setback requirements for the Commercial General Zoning District; and the Wall/Fence 

Code. 

 

The Council gave unanimous consensus to have a discussion regarding erosion 

protection measures for adjoining properties on a future agenda. 

 

The Council gave unanimous consensus to have the Planning & Zoning Board discuss 

the topics on the list and then for the future to use the procedure of obtaining a consensus 

from the Board to add items relating to Chapter 34 only to the Board’s agenda. 

 

6. COMMENTS FROM TOWN MANAGER (Time: 2:07:59 – 2:08:07) - None 

 

7. COMMENTS FROM TOWN ATTORNEY (Time: 2:08:08 – 2:08:09) - None 

 

8. COMMENTS FROM STAFF (Time: 2:08:10 – 2:08:39) 

 

Town Clerk Copeland-Rodriguez went over upcoming event and meeting dates. 

 

9. COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL (Time: 2:08:40 – 3:19:15) 

 

Councilmember Halpern inquired about hiring an additional code enforcement officer; 

expressed concern on traffic backup during events such as Art Fest; and asked to put a 

discussion on the next agenda about the turtle lighting for street lights. 

 

The Council gave unanimous consensus to put the discussion of turtle lighting on the next 

agenda. 

 

Councilmember Cotronakis expressed concern on the Mayor’s email sent on May 25th. 

 

Council reviewed and discussed the retirement funds that were approved for former 

Town Manager Lo Bello and Finance Director Pazanski at the last meeting. 

 

Vice Mayor Wheeler, Councilmember Cotronakis, and Councilmember Halpern gave 

consensus to continue with retirement gifts for former Town Manager Lo Bello and 

Finance Director Pazanski in an amount not to exceed of $7,000 ($3,500 each); and have 

staff prepare options with costs for the joint retirement party to discuss at the next 

meeting. 

 

Vice Mayor Wheeler commented on the Town’s maintenance including all areas of the 

Town and asked Council for a consensus to send a sympathy card to Ms. Pinard and 

family. 

 

No consensus was given. 
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Vice Mayor Wheeler asked for consensus to specify which Councilmembers were part of 

the consensus on future minutes. 

 

The Council unanimously gave consensus to specify in the minutes which 

Councilmembers were part of the consensus. 

 

Vice Mayor Wheeler inquired about the Veteran’s Day monument and confirmed with 

staff that a ceremony will take place for the reveal. 

 

Mayor Cooke announced that the Council is looking for Auditor Selection Committee 

members and inquired about the Caretta Project. 

 

Director of Planning & Zoning Davila provided traffic updates from Palm Beach County 

and an update on the potential purchase of The Surf Condominium. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT (Time: 3:19:16 – 3:19:30) 

 

Mayor Cooke adjourned the meeting at 8:48pm. 

 

 

____________________________  ___________________________________ 

Alexander Cooke, Mayor   Caitlin E. Copeland-Rodriguez, Town Clerk 

 




















