
Attachment # 1 

b. Appearance review criteria. 

1. Is of an architectural style representative of or reflecting the vernacular of Old Florida style 

which is indigenous to the town and which is commonly known and identified by its late Victorian 

(Key West Cracker), Spanish revival (Mediterranean), Modern (early to mid-20th century), or 

combination thereof style of architecture. Summarized briefly, common features of the 

vernacular of Old Florida style that identify the Victorian (Key West Cracker), and Spanish 

revival (Mediterranean) architectural style include wood or concrete block with stucco siding; 

simple pitched roofs; tile, metal, or asphalt roofs; ornate details such as but not limited to 

exposed soffits, individualized vent and louver shapes, reliefs, and detailed window and door 

treatments; lush landscaping with private yards; and use of porches, balconies and patios. 

Common features of the vernacular of Old Florida Style that identify the Modern (early to mid-

20th century) architectural style include clean geometric lines, often at right angles; an 

emphasis on function; materials such as glass, steel, iron, and concrete; and the use of natural 

light though large and expansive windows; 

2. Is of a design and proportion which enhances and is in harmony with the area. The concept 

of harmony shall not imply that buildings must look alike or be of the same style. Harmony can 

be achieved through the proper consideration of setback, scale, mass, bulk, proportion, overall 

height, orientation, site planning, landscaping, materials, and architectural components including 

but not limited to porches, roof types, fenestration, entrances, and stylistic expression. For the 

purpose of this section, the comparison of harmony between buildings shall consider the 

preponderance of buildings or structures within 300 feet from the proposed site of the same 

zoning district; 

3. Elevator and stairwell shafts and other modern operations and features of a building shall be 

either completely concealed or shall incorporate the elements of the architectural style of the 

structure; rooftop equipment and elevator and mechanical penthouse protrusions shall be 

concealed; and parking garages and other accessory structures shall be designed with 

architectural features and treatments so that they are well proportioned and balanced and in 

keeping with the architectural style of the principal structure; 

4. Shall have all on-site structures and accessory features (such as but not limited to light 

fixtures, benches, litter containers, including recycling bins, traffic and other signs, letter boxes, 

and bike racks) compatible in design, materials, and color; 

5. Shall have a design in which buildings over 40 feet in height shall appear more horizontal or 

nondirectional in proportion rather than vertical, accomplished by the use of architectural 

treatments as described in these criteria; 

6. Shall locate and design mechanical equipment with architectural treatments so that any noise 

or other negative impact is minimized; 

7. Complies with the town's community appearance standards (see article IV, division 14 of this 

chapter). 

 


