
Staff Report 

 

ACTION ITEM:  Request for a Special Use Permit for a towing business in a C-2 General 

Commercial District located on 1.6 acres of 1383 South Hope Street 

 

APPLICANT:  Land Escapes, LLC 

  

APPLICANT STATUS:  Proposed Property Owner 

 

PURPOSE:  To relocate an existing towing business to a new location inside Jackson 

 

SIZE:  1.6 acres within the city limits.  Additional acreage outside the city limits. 

 

PRESENT USES:  Vacant land 

 

PROPOSED USE:  Towing & landscaping businesses 

 

ZONING:  C-2 General Commercial 

 

SURROUNDING LAND USE:  North – I-1 Light Industrial; South – C-2 General Commercial; 

East – out of city; West – C-2 General Commercial & R-2 Single Family Residential 

 

HISTORY:  This property was part of a previous agricultural tract.  Part of the original property 

has been developed into storage sheds by another developer. 

 

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING:  All required street frontage exists on South Hope 

Street and West Jackson Trail.  Required parking will be provided as part of the building 

construction. 

 

APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:  Zoning Code (Chapter 65):  Towing businesses are not 

specifically listed as a use in any zoning district so fall under the following category 

Sec. 65-12. - C-2 General commercial district regulations. 

 

(1)  Use regulations. A building or premises shall be used only for the following purposes: 

xx.  Any other type of business, institutional, governmental, professional, or medical 

use, retail store or service use not specifically permitted herein, when authorized 

by the board of aldermen after receipt of review and recommendations from the 

planning and zoning commission, and only when such use is consistent with the 

intent and purpose of the C-2 General commercial district regulations. 

Specifically listed categories related to vehicles in the C-2 district include the following when 

located fifty feet or more from any residential district: 

5.  Automobile service and filling station, provided that storage tanks are 

underground. 

16.  Farm machinery and equipment sales and repair, feed and seed stores. 



20.  Bus terminal or taxi station. 

21.  Automobile, boat, or trailer display and sales offices, including used car sales or 

storage lot. 

22.  Commercial garage, automobile repair or body shop, or automobile car wash. 

23.  Motorcycle repair, sales, and rental. 

29.  Tire sales and service, including vulcanizing. 

2009 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  Single Family Residential Use 

 

FLOODPLAIN INFORMATION:  This property is not located in a floodplain per FEMA 

panel 29031C0143E dated 9/29/11. 

 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS:  The property is located at the intersection of South Hope 

Street and West Jackson Trail and is currently mostly wooded. 

 

COMMENTS:  The intent of the applicant is to construct a building for his businesses on the lot 

within the city limits and have the towing lot to the rear, primarily outside the city limits. 

 

This property is more than 50’ from any residential zoning district. 

 

No special use permit is required in this zoning district for the landscaping business. 

 

The following special conditions are recommended by staff to be added to any approval of a 

special use permit for this application: 

 

1. No wrecked or inoperable vehicle is to remain on the property within the city limits 

for a period to exceed 45 days, unless stored inside a completely enclosed building. 

 

2. All wrecked vehicles within the city limits must be visibly screened from all public 

streets and surrounding city property by a privacy fence or a dense evergreen hedge 

of sufficient height to form a visible screen.  

 

3. No stripping or tearing down of vehicles is permitted on the property. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED:  The Commission shall vote to approve or deny this request.  A public 

hearing at this level is optional.  A public hearing is required at the Board of Aldermen level. 


