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CAPITOL BUILDING 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 

PHONE: 515 281-5368 

 
July 10, 2023 
 
Accounting Department 
Office of the Treasurer 
Lucas Building 
321 E 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA, 50319 
 
RE:  Contingent Fund Loan – South Central Iowa Landfill Agency (SCILA) 
 
 
The Executive Council, in their meeting on today’s date, approved the Contingency Fund Loan Request for the 
City of Lawler. This loan was approved for $1,000,000.00 and will be prorated not to exceed twenty (20) years. 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF IOWA 

 
Victoria Newton 
Executive Secretary 

 
cc: John Benson, Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
 Dennis Harper, Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
 Bonnie Rieder, Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
 Joel Lunde, Department of Management 

Linda Leto, Department of Management 
Mark Mueterthies, Mayor, City of Lawler 
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PAUL TROMBINO III, HOMELAND SECURITY ADVISOR 
 AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 

  
June 9, 2023 
 
Executive Council of Iowa 
LOCAL 
 
Subject:  Executive Council Agenda for July 3, 2023 
 
I respectfully request time on the July 3, 2023, Executive Council Agenda for the City of Lawler’s request for 
a Contingency Loan.  The application for State Disaster Aid is authorized under Iowa Code Section 29C.20. 
 
Please find enclosed the following items to support the City’s request for $1,000,000 and the Department of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management’s (HSEMD’s) recommendation of $1,000,000: 
 

• City of Lawler’s need for a $1,000,000 contingency loan 
o Resolution by the City Council authorizing the Mayor to file the application 
o Certification by the Mayor to file and administer the loan in accordance with applicable local 

and state regulations 
o Application for Financial State Disaster Aid (SDA-3) to include a repayment schedule of 20 

years 
• HSEMD’s recommendation of $1,000,000 pursuant to Iowa Admin Code r. 361-7.5(1) 

o Review of the application for State Disaster Aid - Recommendation by the HSEMD Recovery 
Division Administrator for approval of the City’s loan in an amount not to exceed $1,000,000 
pursuant to Iowa Admin Code r. 361-7.5(1) 

o Report and recommendation - Recommendation by Director Benson of HSEMD for approval 
of the City’s loan in an amount not to exceed $1,000,000 pursuant to Iowa Admin Code r. 
361-7.5(1) 

• Attorney General’s Office review pursuant to Section 29C.20 
o City of Lawler’s request complies with the statute and rules governing the contingency fund 

 
Director Benson recommends approval of the City of Lawler’s request for a Contingency Loan in the 
amount of $1,000,000. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Harper 
 
Dennis T. Harper 
Recovery Division Administrator 
 
Enclosures  

http://www.homelandsecurity.iowa.gov/














Lawler, IA Flooding
8/28/2021



Event Summary from Mayor of Lawler
• City received 4 inches of rain on 8/26/2021 raising Crane Creek
• 8/27 into 8/28/2021 Lawler received 17 inches of rain
• Flooding started around 4:00 am 
• Flooding peaked around 10:30 am
• Estimated depth at peak was 33 ft. above the riverbed of Crane Creek
• Lagoon height is 32 ft. above the riverbed
• Runoff from the south was the primary source of flooding

• Crane Creek backing up did contribute 

• Flooding impacted houses that had not been touched in 100 years



0400 – Location unknown 



0400 – SE corner of 
Grove Street and Benz Street



Junko Park along Crane Creek 



Additional Junko Park Photos



IA 24 bridge over Crane Creek



Lagoons east of Crane Creek

Looking north from Hwy 24 Looking west from Union Ave



Street Damage



Additional damages















HSEMD Form SDA-4a SDA #_______________ 
(HSEMD Use Only) 

rev. September 2013

REVIEW OF APPLICATION
FOR STATE DISASTER AID

(Iowa Code 29C.20) 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISION - City of Lawler 

Date of Review of Application Package:  

Reason for Request:   During the overnight period of August 27-28, 2021, the city 
experienced seventeen (17) inches of rain causing widespread flash flooding throughout 
the community.  Flooding caused damages to several streets, bridges and culverts.   

Population:  412 (2020) 

Resolution:  2023-04032023 

Application Made:    March 3, 2023 

Certificate for Application:  April 4, 2023 

Amount of Request:   $1,000,000.00 

* Assessed Valuation: $1,427,305.26 

* Has applicant petitioned the state board for approval to make emergency tax
levy?

Not at this time 

* What other obligations will be paid from this emergency request?

All funds will be used to pay the contractor installing new culverts

* Proposed method and/or time frame to repay state disaster loan:

Debt service will be used to repay this loan at $50,000.00 per year for 20 
years. 

* Recommendations:

I recommend that this loan be approved in the amount of $1,000,000.00. 

_____________________ _____________________________________ 
Date  Signature of Reviewer



HSEMD Form SDA-4 SDA # ________________
                                                                                                               (HSEMD Use Only) 

rev. September 2013 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 
of 

DIRECTOR, IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

on 
Application for State Disaster Aid 

Authorized by Section 29C.20 Code of Iowa 
 
By:    Mayor Mark Mueterthies  on behalf of         City of Lawler, Iowa   

       (Governmental Subdivision) 
 

             

1. The above designated requesting official is the duly authorized representative of the 
indicated Governmental Subdivision, which is the political entity primarily responsible, under the 
criteria established by Executive Council Policy implementing the provisions of the State 
Disaster Contingency Fund (29C.20, Code of Iowa, Administrative Rules, 261-7.1 (29C)), for 
coping with a disaster, actual or anticipated, occurring within the area occupied by such 
Governmental Subdivision. 
 
2. The designated requesting official has certified that the total expenditures and 
obligations by the indicated Governmental Subdivision, over and above normal expenditures 
and obligations, for disaster aid for which no reimbursement has been or will be received, 
amounted to or exceeds $___1,427,305.26___________ which amount is at least 25% greater 
than the amount requested in Application, and set forth in paragraph 4, hereafter. 

3. I have designated an investigative official, who proceeded to the site of the disaster, or 
impending disaster, for the purpose of verifying the information submitted in Form SDA-3, and 
otherwise interviewing appropriate officials and examining records, and who has submitted the 
report to me as to the matters investigated by designee. 
 
4. I have personally reviewed the Application and supporting documents, and based upon 
this examination and the report of the Investigative Official, do hereby recommend approval 
thereof by the Executive Council of the said Application for a loan in an amount not to exceed 
$_1,000,000.00__________, or for such amounts may be determined, in the discretion of the 
Executive Council, for the purposes authorized in Section 29C.20 of the Code of Iowa. 

DATE:  ________________ 

     _________________________________________ 
Director, Iowa Department of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management 

 







State of Iowa 
Contingent Fund Loan 

Contact and Information Sheet 
 

Name of Applicant:   

  City of Lawler          

Payment Information: 

Payee:   

 City of Lawler          

Attention to:   

 Suzie Bryne, City Clerk         

Address:  

 414 E Grove St, Lawler, IA 52154     

 

Contact information for future correspondence and reminders:   

Name:   

 Suzie Bryne, City Clerk (primary)        

Email address:   

 lawlercityclerk@telecom.net        

Phone Number:   

 563.238.3614          

Notes:   

             

 








