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October 5, 2026 

Accounting Department 
Office of the Treasurer 
Lucas Building 
321 E 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA, 50319 
 

The Executive Council, in a meeting held on this date, approved the Department of Natural Resources’ request 
for an emergency allocation in the amount of $46,624.00, subject to an audit of actual invoices. On August 12, 
2026, the Missouri River Wildlife Unit was damaged by theft and vandalism. Request was to cover repair costs. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF IOWA 

 
Kristi Onstot 
Executive Secretary 
 
cc: Kayla Lyon, Director, Department of Natural Resources  
 Mike Cox, Bureau Chief, Forests and Preserves Bureau, Department of Natural Resources  
 Kara Bryant, Budget and Finance, Department of Natural Resources 
 Matt Bender, Department of Management  
 Heather Hackbarth, Department of Management 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CAPITOL BUILDING 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 

PHONE: 515 281-5368 
FAX: 515 281-7562 



 

OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATE 
STATE OF IOWA 

State Capitol Building 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0006 

Telephone (515) 281-5834 
www.auditor.iowa.gov 

Rob Sand 
Auditor of State 

 

September 23, 2026 

Kristi Onstot 
Executive Council 

Subject: Theft/Vandalism Damage to the Missouri River Wildlife Unit on August 12, 2026  
 Department of Natural Resources 
 Claim dated August 12, 2026 

AOS Claim ID: 4483 

In accordance with Executive Council policy, we have examined the claim for 29C.20 
funds for the above-mentioned damage.  It is our conclusion that the above damage incurred 
by the Department of Natural Resources is covered by Chapter 29C.20 of the Code of Iowa.  
Therefore, we recommend an Executive Council allocation in the amount of $46,624, subject to 
an audit of actual invoices. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Brian R. Brustkern, CPA 
Deputy Auditor of State 

cc:  Jessica Flatt, Land Management Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources 
 Kara Bryant, Budget and Finance, Department of Natural Resources 
 Heather Hackbarth, Department of Management 



 

 6200 PARK AVE STE 200, DES MOINES IA 50321  

Phone: 515-725-8200 www.IowaDNR.gov  Fax: 515-725-8201 

September 9, 2026 

Auditor’s Office, Executive Council          
 
Subject:  CLAIM ID #4483; Theft/Vandalism at the Missouri River Wildlife Unit 
 
On August 12, 2026 you were notified of a theft / vandalism incident at the Missouri River Wildlife Unit.  Staff 
discovered damage to the pump system at Tieville.   The system consists of two pumps inside a cement vault 
with an electric junction box mounted above the vault.  There is a small cement building nearby that houses four 
cabinets of electric components to run the pump system.  There was damage noted to all aspects of the system 
including missing wires, displaced pumps, stripped wiring on the electric panels, and damage to the pump house 
and cabinets.  The incident was reported to law enforcement.   
 
Our staff have put together an estimate for needed repairs, with a total project cost of $46,624.  Please find that 
estimate enclosed, along with a copy of the conservation officer’s incident report.     
 
This information is being submitted to Executive Council as a request for an allocation of $46,624. 
 
I thank you and the Executive Council members for your time and consideration of this request. Please let me 
know if you need additional information.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Flatt, Executive Officer II  
Wildlife Bureau 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/


Summary of Repairs Needed for Tieville Pump System  
     

Description 
Estimated 

Cost Notes 
Repair to Pump #1 $21,122.00 Pump #1 was pulled from vault for diagnostics and water intrusion was noted 
Repair to Pump #2 $8,002.00 Pump #2 cables and wiring  
Electrical Work $17,500.00 Repair electrical boxes, wiring and attach to pumps  

Total:  $46,624.00   
 

 
 
 





 



 

 



 



 



INCIDENT REPORT

Print Date/Time: 08/13/2026 18:19Agency: Department of Natural Resources
Agency #: IA0771700

General Information

67 - MononaCounty:
08/13/2026 17:56Call Date/Time:

Assisting Agency:

2026-07002240Incident Number:
42.0133129~-96.2370894Location 

Formatted:

Follow UpIncident Type:
Location 
Common Name:

Units/Personnel

66322 - Johnson, AaronPersonnel: YesPrimary Unit:

Vehicles

Subjects

Report Narratives

Author: 66322 - Johnson, Aaron Date Created: 08/13/2026 18:06
Description:

On 8/11/2026 I Conservation Officer Aaron Johnson was notified by department staff that a copper theft had occurred at Tieville Bend WMA. 
Department staff stated that it had occurred sometime over the last several weeks and was discovered when they went to turn the pumps on. On

8/13/26 I went to the area and met with Biologist Doug Chafa.  He explained to the damage that had occured and that a pump contractor discovered a 
saw saw left at the scene when they lifted a pump out of the water.  Multiple area law enforcement agencies have been notified and the case is
ongoing. Photos and a report from Biologist Chafa are attached.

Supervisor: Name: Primary

https://iowadpsiarms.publicsafety.tylerapp.com/#/location/329780


Incident Details

Print Date/Time: 08/13/2026 18:16Agency: Department of Natural Resources
Agency #: IA0771700

General Information

2026-07002240Incident Number:
42.0133129~-96.2370894Location 

Formatted:
Nature Of Call:

Officer InitiatedSource:

Follow UpIncident Type:
Location 
Common Name:

In ProgressStatus:

08/13/2026 17:56Call Date/Time:
Originating Call 
Number:

LowPriority:

Units/Personnel

Vehicles

Subjects

Narratives

Disposition

Evidence

Call Log

Unit Log

Contributing Officers

66322 - Johnson, AaronOfficer:
Primary ReportReport Type:

Supervisor:
Approving User:

08/13/2026 18:01Report 
Date/Time:

Report Narratives

Author: 66322 - Johnson, Aaron Date Created: 08/13/2026 18:06
Description:

On 8/11/2026 I Conservation Officer Aaron Johnson was notified by department staff that a copper theft had occurred at Tieville Bend WMA. 
Department staff stated that it had occurred sometime over the last several weeks and was discovered when they went to turn the pumps on. On

8/13/26 I went to the area and met with Biologist Doug Chafa.  He explained to the damage that had occured and that a pump contractor discovered a 
saw saw left at the scene when they lifted a pump out of the water.  Multiple area law enforcement agencies have been notified and the case is
ongoing. Photos and a report from Biologist Chafa are attached.

Supervisor: Name: Primary

https://iowadpsiarms.publicsafety.tylerapp.com/internal/reports/53/_executeNoContent/#/location/329780






Pump house door (lock hasp cut and padlock missing).



Power supply from pump house to junction box (conduit smashed, wires cut).



View into vault with vandal’s makeshift ladder. Power supply wires to pump cut and removed.
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