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May 1, 2023 
 
Accounting Department 
Office of the Treasurer 
Lucas Building 
321 E 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA, 50319 
 

The Executive Council, in a meeting held on this date, approved the Department of Natural Resources’ request 
for an emergency allocation in the amount of $228,938.21, subject to audit of actual invoices. On March 18, 
2019, Wildlife Management Areas in Mills, Fremont and Pottawattamie counties were damaged by a flood. 
Request was to cover repair costs not covered by FEMA.  
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 Kara Bryant, Federal Aid Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources 
 Joel Lunde, Department of Management  
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April 18, 2023 

Victoria Newton 
Executive Council 
L O C A L 

Subject: Flood Damages at Wildlife Management Areas in Mills, Fremont and  
Pottawattamie Counties on March 18, 2019  

  Department of Natural Resources 
 Claim dated March 10, 2023 
 AOS Claim ID: 1729 

In accordance with Executive Council policy, we have examined the claim for 
29C.20 funds for the above-mentioned damage. The estimated repair costs total 
$915,752.88 with FEMA approving grants for 75% of the total.  The FEMA share totals 
$686,814.67 and the State’s share is $228,938.21.  The Department of Natural 
Resources is requesting an allocation for the State’s share. 

It is our conclusion that the above-mentioned damage incurred by the 
Department of Natural Resources is covered by Chapter 29C.20 of the Code of Iowa.  
Therefore, we recommend an Executive Council allocation in the amount of 
$228,938.21, subject to an audit of actual invoices. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Ernest H. Ruben, Jr., CPA 
Deputy Auditor of State 

cc: Kayla Lyon, Director, Department of Natural Resources 
 Monica Thelen, Wildlife Bureau, Department of Natural Resources 
 Kara Bryant, Federal Aid Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources 
 Joel Lunde, Department of Management 



 

 WALLACE BUILDING, 502 E 9TH ST, DES MOINES IA 50319  

Phone: 515-725-8200 www.IowaDNR.gov  Fax: 515-725-8201 

March 10, 2023 
 
Victoria Newton   Tammy Hollingsworth              
Executive Council   Auditor’s Office              
State Capitol    Lucas Building               
 
Subject:  Flooding Damage at Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit, Mills, Fremont & Pottawattamie Counties 

Victoria and Tammy: 

On March 18, 2019, you were sent notification of damages that occurred due to flooding at multiple Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMA) along the Missouri River in Mills, Fremont & Pottawattamie Counties (Claim 
ID#1729). Flooding caused damages to dike systems, water control structures and public use facilities on the 
following WMA’s: Riverton, Cooper Creek, Botna Bottoms, Bartlett I-29, Percival I-29, Forney Lake, McPaul I-29, 
Scott I-29, and Waubonsie Access. FEMA disaster DR4421 was declared that included these areas. We applied 
for Public Assistance and have worked to develop a project worksheet that includes these repairs. To make the 
eligible repairs, many cubic yards of fill material will be needed. To keep costs reasonable, the DNR proposed to 
borrow from adjacent areas rather than commercially source the fill. This required the Department to complete 
an archaeological survey of the areas and required FEMA to consult with the Iowa State Historic Preservation 
Office on the activities. That consultation has finally been completed and PW1488 has been obligated. Please 
find the PW attached. The total approved project cost is $915,752.88. We are requesting an allocation for our 
25% share of this project total, or $228,938.21.  
 
This information is being submitted to Executive Council as a request for a total allocation of $228,938.21. 
 

I thank you and the Executive Council members for your time and consideration of this request.  Please let me 
know if you need any additional information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Monica Thelen, Executive Officer II  
Wildlife Bureau 
 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/











