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April 3, 2023 
 
 
Accounting Department 
Office of the Treasurer 
Lucas Building 
321 E 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA, 50319 
 
The Executive Council, in a meeting held on today’s date, approved the Department of Public Safety’s request 
for an emergency allocation in the amount of $8,466.67, subject to the audit of actual invoices. On January 18, 
2023, copper grounding cables were stolen at the Keosauqua ISICS Communication Tower. Request was to 
cover repair costs. 
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Executive Secretary 
 
 
cc:  Captain Richard Pierce, Bureau Chief, Department of Public Safety  
 Joel Lunde, Department of Management  
 Linda Leto, Department of Management  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATE  
STATE OF IOWA 

State Capitol Building 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0004 

Telephone (515) 281-5834      Facsimile (515) 281-6518 

Rob Sand 
Auditor of State 

 

March 6, 2023 

Victoria Newton 
Executive Council 
L O C A L 

Subject: Damages at Keosauqua ISICS Communications Tower – Stolen Copper  
   Grounding Cables on January 18, 2023  
 Department of Public Safety 
 Claim dated February 7, 2023 

AOS Claim ID: 3445 

In accordance with Executive Council policy, we have examined the claim for 
29C.20 funds for the above-mentioned damages.  It is our conclusion that the above 
damage incurred by the Department of Public Safety is covered by Chapter 29C.20 of the 
Code of Iowa.  Therefore, we recommend Executive Council approval in the amount of 
$8,466.67, subject to an audit of actual invoices. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ernest H. Ruben, Jr., CPA 
Deputy Auditor of State 

cc: Captain Richard Pierce, Bureau Chief, Department of Public Safety 
 Joel Lunde, Department of Management 
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Newton, Victoria [TOS]

From: Stover, Mike <stover@iowapbs.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2023 4:19 PM
To: Stufflebeem Connie; Pierce Richard; Richardson Scott
Cc: Bill Hayes; Dell Morse
Subject: ** External Email Alert **  Iowa PBS - Keosauqua
Attachments: Keosauqua Visitor [01182023].docx

**External Email Alert** This email is from outside DPS. DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you 
expected them. If unsure please forward to ITOC@dps.state.ia.us for review. 

Hi Everybody, 
 
One of the Iowa PBS Engineers was at our Keosauqua site for a routine PMI check 
yesterday (1/24/2023) and found the access gate to the compound open.  The locks 
were secure, but the chain was not connected at the ISICS padlock.   
 
Our guy did his usual checks, locked the site and went on his way.  After talking to him 
today and sensing something strange with the situation, I started looking at our 
cameras.  The cameras revealed someone at the site last Wednesday (1/18/2023) just 
prior to 7am.  That person made his way into the compound and spent a little time 
around the perimeter of your building and the tower.  One of the camera shots clearly 
shows a bolt cutter in their hands.   
 
I attached a Word file with a few screenshots of the site and our friend.  The truck 
appears to be pretty easily recognizable, so if this person is a local he is probably well 
known? 
 
We will be back at the site tomorrow to investigate.  I suspect the visitor made off with 
some copper wire.  We will make sure of that, and meet with the County Sheriff.  
 
 
It would probably be a good plan for you to check your facility and grounding 
connections at this site too. 
 
Any questions, or further thoughts, please let me know. 
  
Thanks, 
Mike 
 
Mike Stover 
Assistant Director of Engineering 
stover@iowapbs.org | Office 515.725.9776 | Mobile 515.238.4583 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Iowa PBS

 

New name. Same essential mission. 
 



   
   

 
Mobile: +1-319-321-1134  

Email: dave.gordon@motorolasolutions.com 

Motorola Solutions, Inc.  

1301 E. Algonquin Road 

Schaumburg, IL 60196  

U.S.A. 

 

 

 

January 27
th
, 2023 

 

Captain Pierce 

Iowa Department of Public Safety 

Interoperability Communications Bureau 

215 E. 7
th
 St. 

Des Moines, IA 50319 
 

RE: Keosauqua Site Report – Stolen Cables  

 

Good Afternoon Captain Pierce,  

 

Attached you will find the Keosauqua site report yesterday that shows the ground cables that were stolen.   

 

Please review and contact me directly with any questions.  

 

Thanks,  

 

Dave Gordon 

Customer Support Manager 

State of Iowa 

Motorola Solutions, Inc.  

 



Motorola Solutions 

Keosauqua Site Report – Stolen Cables  

January 27
th

, 2023 
 

 

On Thursday January 26
th

 2023, Connie Stufflebeem,  who is the Assistant System Administrator – 

Interoperability Communications Bureau requested Motorola Solutions to send someone to the 

Keosauqua site to investigate and inspect the site. She had forwarded an email from Iowa PBS regarding 

a recent break in at the site on January 18
th

, 2023.   

The Iowa Statewide Interoperable Communications System (ISICS) has a shelter and equipment located 

in the Iowa PBS compound at Keosauqua. They also have communications equipment on the tower.  

Dave Gordon, Motorola Customer Support Manager arrived at the site at approximately 3:00 pm on 

January 26
th

, 2023. Shortly after arriving Deputy Spencer Rider stopped at the site from Van Buren 

County Sheriff’s office.  Dave Gordon showed Deputy Rider where the ground cables had been cut and 

stolen.    

This report is only for the ISICS side of the compound since Iowa PBS indicated they were checking their 

shelter and equipment on their side of the compound.  

There are a total of 11 ground cables that were cut and missing that are directly connected to the ISICS 

shelter and equipment in the compound.   

Motorola Solutions is also working with our internal teams and contractors on an estimate that will 

include the corrective actions and equipment needed to replace the stolen cables. 

Below are the pictures taken highlighting the stolen ground cables.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HVAC Ground Missing  

 

Shelter SE Corner Ground Missing 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ice Bridge Post #1 Ground Missing 

 

Ice Bridge Post #2 Ground Missing 

 

 

 



 

 

Ice Bridge Post #3 Ground Missing 

 

Ice Bridge Post #4 Ground Missing 

 



Ice Bridge Post #5 Ground Missing 

 

Ice Bridge Post #6 Ground Missing 

 

 



Isolation Transformer Ground Missing 

 

 

Tower Ground Bar Grounding Cables Missing  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


