
 

January 26, 2026 

Kristi Onstot 
Executive Secretary 
Executive Council 
State Capitol 
L O C A L 

Re: Payment of Claims for Fees by Outside Counsel 
Damer v. Gelly (Macomb County Circuit Court, 
Case No. 2025-000567-NO) 

Dear Kristi: 

Our office requests Executive Council approval for payment of attorney 
fees and costs in the amount of $61,158.46 from Butzel Long to represent Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. Payment should be made from the funds of 
State Fish and Game Protection Fund (“Trust Fund”). 

The amount of the claim appears to be reasonable and our office 
recommends payment. 

Sincerely, 

Steven Blankinship 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

1305 E. WALNUT ST.
DES MOINES, IA 50319 

Main: 515-281-5164 
Email: steven.blankinship@ag.iowa.gov 

www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov 
STEVEN BLANKINSHP 

CHIEF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

BRENNA BIRD 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 



 

 6200 PARK AVE STE 200, DES MOINES IA 50321  

Phone: 515-725-8200 www.IowaDNR.gov  Fax: 515-725-8201 

January 23, 2026 

 
Executive Council of Iowa  
Office of the Treasurer of State  
State Capitol  
Des Moines, IA 50319  
 
Re: Out-of-state counsel expense - Michigan lawsuit (Butzel Attorneys and Counselors) 
      Invoices #9604429, 9613083, 9608836 
 
 
Dear Executive Council,  
 
The Attorney General’s Office retained a Michigan law firm to defend a DNR Conservation Officer named in a 
Michigan district court lawsuit. A Michigan citizen sued the DNR officer, alleging various civil rights (Section 1983) 
and common law tort violations, after hunting charges the officer filed in Cass County were dropped. Ultimately, 
the Michigan matter was dismissed in December 2025 by the court for lack of personal jurisdiction.  
 
This outcome, while successful, resulted in $61,158.46 in legal fees (invoices attached). The Attorney General’s 
Office forwarded these invoices to the DNR to pay. The necessary funds would come from the State Fish and Game 
Protection Fund (“Trust Fund”). The Trust Fund is constitutionally-protected for use on natural resource 
conservation and management. This is a large and unexpected sum that is only tangentially related to the Trust 
Fund’s authorized scope of work.  
 
As such, the DNR respectfully submits this fee for Executive Council’s consideration and payment, if approved.  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Tamara McIntosh – General Counsel 
Legal Services Bureau  
Department of Natural Resources   

http://www.iowadnr.gov/

































