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M E M O R A N D U M  
 

Date:  June 25, 2025         

To:  Planning and Zoning Members 

From:  Dinh V. Ho, P.E. 

RE:  Alvin ISD No. 23_ Variance for Building Line Setback 

Staff’s Summary and Recommendations 

CC:  Mayor Wil Kennedy, Natasha Brooks, Kayleen Rosser  

 

Alvin ISD is proposing to develop a new Elementary School located at the northwest corner of Karsten Blvd. and White Gold Dr. 
within the Canterra Creek Subdivision. 
 
Stantec Architects, on behalf of Alvin ISD, submitted a variance to the Unified Development Code (UDC)  Section 3.5.3.1. 
Setback, Driveways, Sidewalks, and Parking for Commercial/Retail/Office/Industrial Use Buildings. 
 
The variance request is to remove the requirements for front build to line as required by Section 3.5.3.1.(a)(4).  
 

If both (i) property frontage is on a designated major arterial; and (ii) either (a) the tract size is two (2) acres or larger 
or (b) the proposed building size is greater than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet of Gross Leasable Area 
(GLA); then the front wall of the building shall be located on a build-to building setback line of seventy-one (71) feet 
from the ultimate right-of-way line of the street along the front of the property. 

 
The applicant reasoning is as follow: 
The school needs to be set back farther to provide a safety buffer from the roads, necessary parking at the entry points, and 
safe vehicle stacking spaces for parents and buses. 
 
City staff recommend approval of the variance based on the following: 

• The variance supports a critical public use, specifically for an education services to the community. 

• The allowance for removal of the build to line provides additional buffers and parking areas unique to a school site. 

• Building lines shall be subject to the Subdivision Ordinance: 
o Required front yard: Twenty-five feet (25') 
o Required side yard: Ten feet (10') for side yards; provided, however, a side yard adjacent to a side street shall 

have a yard of not less than twenty feet (20'); and 
o Required rear yard: Twenty feet (20'); provided, however, a rear yard adjacent to a street shall have a yard of 

not less than thirty feet (30'). 
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