
E M S  E S S E N T I A L
S E R V I C E  L E V Y

The EMS levy will provide supporting funds to
EMS services in Buchanan County to ensure
sustainable, reliable, high-quality emergency

medical care.

W H Y  I S  T H E  E S S E N T I A L
S E R V I C E  L E V Y  N E E D E D ?

The current state of EMS in Buchanan County is NOT
sustainable. Rising call volumes, aging volunteers, rising
costs of training, continuing education requirements,
and rising costs of equipment severely hinder EMS
services’ ability to adequately respond to your medical
emergency.

H O W  W I L L  T H E  E S S E N T I A L
S E R V I C E  L E V Y  M A K E  E M S
S U S T A I N A B L E ?

This levy would provide funding to assist EMS services
by:

Creating a county-owned ambulance service that
will serve the districts currently covered by AMR
Ambulance.
Helping cover EMS certification and continuing
education costs
Helping purchase capital EMS equipment, as well
as ambulances/first responder apparatus.
Helping provide stipends to incentivize citizens to
join EMS services and offset costs incurred during
a response (i.e. time, fuel, etc)

W H A T  I S  T H E  L E V Y
R A T E ?

The Essential Service Levy is a
property tax at a rate of $0.75 per

$1,000 of taxable valuations.

H O W  D O E S  T H I S  R E L A T E  T O
Y O U R  P R O P E R T Y ?

$100,000 property at $0.75 per $1,000 = $75.00
$200,000 property at $0.75 per $1,000 = $150.00
$238,000* property at $0.75 per $1,000 = $178.50
$250,000 property at $0.75 per $1,000 = $187.50
$500,000 property at $0.75 per $1,000 = $375.00

* M E D I A N  P R O P E R T Y  V A L U E  I N  B U C H A N A N  C O U N T Y  

D O N ’ T  M Y  T A X E S  A L R E A D Y
G O  T O  S U P P O R T  E M S ?

No, not directly. There are currently no county
taxes that go to support EMS agencies. Individual
cities supply their agencies with city funding but
these funds are not capable of supporting the
needs of these agencies.  

A common misconception is that the Buchanan
County Health Center tax pays for the
ambulance. This is incorrect. The Buchanan
County Health Center supports the ambulance by
housing the ambulances and staff, but do not
directly financially support ambulance operations.

There are also no state or federal taxes that go to
support local EMS agencies. In 2021, the State of
Iowa changed Code 422D to allow for this
specific tax to be an option for counties to use.

( T A X A B L E  V A L U A T I O N S )



D I D  Y O U  K N O W . . . ?
. . . T H E R E  A R E  3  A M B U L A N C E  S E R V I C E S  B A S E D  I N  B U C H A N A N  C O U N T Y ?

F A I R B A N K  A M B U L A N C E  S E R V E S  T H E  C I T Y  O F  F A I R B A N K  A L O N G  W I T H  T H E
N O R T H W E S T  C O R N E R  O F  B U C H A N A N  C O U N T Y .

J E S U P  A M B U L A N C E  S E R V E S  T H E  C I T Y  O F  J E S U P  A L O N G  W I T H  T H E  W E S T
C E N T R A L  A N D  S O U T H W E S T  P O R T I O N S  O F  B U C H A N A N  C O U N T Y ,

A M R  A M B U L A N C E  C O N T R A C T S  W I T H  T H E  C I T Y  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E  W H I L E
A L S O  S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  A U R O R A ,  B R A N D O N ,  H A Z L E T O N ,
L A M O N T ,  Q U A S Q U E T O N ,  R O W L E Y ,  S T A N L E Y ,  A N D  W I N T H R O P .

. . . J E S U P  A N D  F A I R B A N K  A R E  S T A F F E D  1 0 0 %  B Y  V O L U N T E E R S ?  

I N  2 0 2 4 ,  J E S U P  R E S P O N D E D  T O  3 0 2  M E D I C A L  C A L L S  A N D  F A I R B A N K
R E S P O N D E D  T O  9 9  M E D I C A L  C A L L S .  O N  A V E R A G E ,  E A C H  M E D I C A L  C A L L
T A K E S  2  H O U R S .  T H A T  M E A N S  T H E S E  C A R E G I V E R S  S P E N T  8 0 2  H O U R S
H E L P I N G  T H E I R  C O M M U N I T I E S  W I T H  N O  C O M P E N S A T I O N  O F  T H E I R  T I M E ,
F U E L ,  E T C .  A D D I T I O N A L L Y ,  T H A T  D O E S  N O T  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  H O U R S
T H E Y  S P E N D  T R A I N I N G  E A C H  M O N T H  O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  T H E Y
S T A N D B Y  F O R .  

. . . T H E  C O S T S  O F  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  C O U R S E S  A R E  R I S I N G ?  
O N  A V E R A G E ,  E M S  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  C O U R S E S  C O S T :

E M R  =  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P E R  P E R S O N
E M T  =  $ 2 , 0 0 0  P E R  P E R S O N
A E M T  =  $ 2 , 7 5 0  P E R  P E R S O N
P A R A M E D I C  =  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  P E R  P E R S O N

. . . T H E  C O S T S  O F  E M S  E Q U I P M E N T  I S  R I S I N G ?
E M S  J U M P  B A G  =  $ 1 , 0 0 0  E A C H  ( J U S T  B A G ,  N O  S U P P L I E S )
A E D S  =  $ 2 , 0 0 0  E A C H
C O T / S T R E T C H E R  =  $ 3 7 , 0 0 0
P O W E R L O A D  S Y S T E M  =  $ 3 2 , 0 0 0
H E A R T  M O N I T O R  =  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0
V E N T I L A T O R  =  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0
A M B U L A N C E  =  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( B A S E  P R I C E :  N O  E Q U I P M E N T , C O T ,  O R  P O W E R L O A D

. . . E M S  P R O V I D E R S  N E E D  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N ?
E V E R Y  T W O  Y E A R S  E M S  P R O V I D E R S  H A V E  T O  R E N E W  T H E I R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N
W I T H  T H E  I O W A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  A N D  O B T A I N  T H E  M I N I M U M
N U M B E R  O F  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  H O U R S  F O R  T H I E R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  L E V E L .

E M R  =  8  H O U R S
E M T  =  2 0  H O U R S
A E M T  =  2 5  H O U R S
P A R A M E D I C  =  3 0  H O U R S

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E ?
S P E A K  W I T H  M E M B E R S  O F  Y O U R  L O C A L
E M S  S E R V I C E  A N D  A S K  T H E M  H O W  T H I S

L E V Y  W I L L  H E L P  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y   
A N D

U S E  T H E  Q R  C O D E  T O  V I S I T  O U R  F A C E B O O K  P A G E  T O :

F I N D  M E E T I N G  D A T E S  T O  D I S C U S S  T H E  E S S E N T I A L
S E R V I C E  L E V Y
L E A R N  I N T E R E S T I N G  F A C T S  A B O U T  L O C A L  E M S  S E R V I C E S
S T A Y  U P - T O - D A T E  W I T H  E M S  I N  B U C H A N A N  C O U N T Y
A N D  M U C H  M O R E !   


