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M I N U T E S 
March 26, 2025 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY HALL - 2ND

 FLOOR MEETING ROOM | 160 6TH

 AVENUE E. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley and Council Members Lyndsey 

Simpson, Melinda Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City 

Attorney Angela Beeker, Communications Manager Allison Justus, Communications 

Coordinator II Brandy Heatherly and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Jennifer Hensley moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Special Presentation to City Council – Lowell Griffin, Henderson County Sheriff 

Henderson County Sheriff Lowell Griffin, said that he values the partnership with the City of 

Hendersonville and the Hendersonville Police Department. He said that one of the worst experiences 

that he ever had in his life was getting the phone call that one of his deputies was shot and killed in 

the line of duty.  He thanked City Council, City Management and especially Councilwoman Jennifer 

Hensley as she was the catalyst to bring about naming the bridge on Four Seasons for Ryan Hendrix.  

It was her getting behind the scenes, approaching the City, getting the County on board, getting with 

the State and really bringing this to fruition and that preserves his legacy. So thank you Jen for the 

role you had in making this happen. So we put together a collage and I wanted to present it to the 

Council tonight and it’s the letters and pictures of the ceremony of the bridge dedication.  Thank you 

very much. 
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B. Special Events Presentation – Various Staff 

Downtown Manager Jamie Carpenter, Police Chief Blair Myhand and Public Works Director Tom 

Wooten all spoke and gave the following PowrPoint presentation with attention to special events, 

their value and negative impacts, the cost, public safety threats and Public Works impacts. 
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City Manager John Connet added that we, as a staff, would like to explore putting a cap on special 

events because they continue to increase but we also know that special events are a part of our 

culture but we wantead you to know that they have an actual cost and a level of service as it relates 

to how we do things and we wanted you to be aware of the impacts on event organizers going 

forward as they are having to pay more and we are requiring them to have more off duty law 

enforcement for safety and the spaces that they use will be impacted by the barriers and the set backs 

etc., and we know some of the business don’t particularly like the midday closures.  This is Council 

policy time and we wanted you to be aware of everything we go through for special events.   What’s 

our pain threshold?  Maybe put a cap?  Maybe look for alternative locations? Maybe adjust the cost? 

C.  Medical Insurance Plan Update – Brian Pahle, Assistant City Manager 

Assistant Manager Brian Pahle gave Council a brief update on health insurance changes that will be 

coming their way.  We have been bidding our health insurance plan and we have received the bids and 

wanted to provide you with that information so that you have it to potentially make a decision at our 

April meeting.  We had 5 bid responses, Aetna, CIGNA, United Health and 2 Blue Cross Options. 

They range from 14%-43% increase so we built in a 34% increase into our budget right now which is 

extremely impactful, impacting all of the funds but we are looking at the Blue Cross options as they 

are probably the two best options we have. We’re happy to have the broker to speak to council if you 

would like. 

Jen Hensley said she would be curious about prescription drug tiers if there’s any flexibility on that 

and then with the out of pocket maximums for individuals and families as those are smaller impacts. 
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D. DFI Affordable Housing Opportunity Site ID – Frank Muraca and Sarah Prio Odio, UNC 

School of Government Development Finance Initiative 

Frank Muraca gave a brief PowerPoint presentation showing four possibilities for affordable housing 

sites. 
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Council Member Melinda Lowrance asked if there is a possibility of not usig the term “low income”.  

It stereotypes and we may have law enforcement, educators etc., living there.  

4.   CLOSED SESSION 

 

City Council entered closed session at 5:20 p.m. and came back into open session at 5:58 p.m.  No 

motions were made in open session. 

 

5.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


