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M I N U T E S 
January 22, 2025 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY HALL - 2ND

 FLOOR MEETING ROOM | 160 6TH

 AVENUE E. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley and Council Members Lyndsey Simpson, Melinda 

Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Absent:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, City Clerk Jill Murray, City Attorney Angela Beeker, 

Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget & Evaluation Director Adam Murr, and 

others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Jennifer Hensley called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. and welcomed those in 

attendance. A quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Melinda Lowrance moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Floodplain Workshop – Mike Huffman, Stormwater Director 

City Manager John Connet said we have folks from the State here and our team has put together a 

presentation for you.  We’ve laid out an agenda where we spend 15 minutes or so talking about 

Floodplain 101, then we’ll spend about 30 minutes talking about floodplain mapping and we’ll have 

15 minutes or so to talk and answer questions.  We’re going to keep it to two hours and we are not 

taking questions from the audience but of course council can ask questions. 

Mike Huffman introduced the two guests.  Mr. Terry Fox, CFM, NFIP Planner, NC Western Branch 

and Steve Garrett, CFM, State NFIP Coordinator.  

Mike gave the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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Steve Garrett gave the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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Mike Huffman emphasized that City Council can adopt what they want but they have to be ready 

and willing to enforce it. 

City Attorney Angela Beeker gave a brief overview of Moratoria.  She explained that a moritorium 

is a temporary halt or pause on some type of development and you do that by halting or pausing the 

issuance of development permits like zoning permits, building permits, certificates of 

appropriateness.  It’s any type of administrative or quasi-judicial approval and you do that through 

the adoption of an ordinance and it’s up to City Council to set up the parameters in the ordinance. 
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John Connet said we are lucky to have Miike Huffman and thank you to our engineering team and 

our GIS team. 

 

Things that Council may want to think about: 

 Development that occurred pre 1982.  The comp plan does talk about areas that may have 

been developed prior to the floodplain maps that we would encourage over time that at least 

part of that property would be returned to floodplain if it’s feasibly possible.  We could do 

that through the FEMA buyout program.  It’s gonna have to be voluntary or the city will have 

to buy out those properties from those owners at fair market value. That is one thing to think 

about with development around the floodplain. 

 In the zoning ordinance relating to fill, 25% of the development’s parking can be in the 

floodplain but they cannot fill that area. 

Mike Huffman continued to answer many questions from Council. 

City Manager Connet finished by saying we will bring a menu of things bck to you all to have a look 

at, pros and cons and run it by our advisory committees and go through the process.    

 

4.   CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
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Mayor Pro Tem Hensley said this was a lot to take in and very informative but also very helpful and 

we appreciate having such great staff to guide us through and help us to learn so we can make good 

decisions moving forward and be better elected officials and policymakers. 

City Council Member Lowrance said that she hopes in the future we will be able to better 

communicate to the underserved comunities that were highly impacted by the floodwaters as they 

felt like they didn’t get information in a timely manner. 

5.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:01 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Jennifer Hensley, Mayor Pro Tem 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


