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M I N U T E S 
September 23, 2026 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley, and Council Members Lyndsey Simpson, Melinda 

Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City 

Attorney Angela Beeker, Communications Director Allison Justus, and others. 

 

Absent:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Budget & Evaluation Director Adam Murr & Communications 

Coordinator II Brandy Heatherly 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Jennifer Hensley called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in 

attendance. A quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   

 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

3.   CONSENT AGENDA   

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the consent agenda as 

presented. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

 A.  Amendment to Chapter 52 – Utilities of the City of Hendersonville Code of Ordinances to 

Align with the Revised customer Service Policy & Procedures – Krystal Powell, Finance Director 

 

 B.  Revisions to the City of Hendersonville Billing Policy & Procedures and Temporary 

Waiver of Late Fees & Delinquent Fees for October & November Bills – Krystal Powell, Finance 

Director 

4.   PUBLIC HEARINGS   

 A.  Public Hearing to Consider Plan to Apply for the Department of Commerce ReNew NC 

Grant Program for Patton Park, Wastewater Treatment Plant Facility Mitigation Project, and Whitmire 

Activity Center Project – Blake Fulgham, Environmental Services Manager 

 

Environmental Services Manager Blake Fulgham explained that the purpose of this public hearing is 

to consider the potential to apply for CDBG-DR funds for three projects:  the Patton Park project, the 

Wastewater Treatment Plan Facility Mitigation Project, and the Whitmire Activity Center Project.   

The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development announced that North Carolina 

will receive $1.4 billion dollars in funding to support long-term recovery efforts following Hurricane 

Helene. The Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recover (CDBG-DR) funding program 

is designed to address needs that remain after all other assistance has been exhausted. We plan to 

submit a grant application for  

(1) The Wastewater Treatment Facility Mitigation Project to complete necessary repairs and 

reconstruction activities to restore the damaged Wastewater Treatment Facility infrastructure 

back pre-disaster standards;  

(2) Patton Park & Pool Restoration Project to complete necessary repairs and reconstruction 

activities to restore the damaged Patton Park & Pool infrastructure back to the necessary 

codes and standards to be reopened to the public; and 

(3) Whitmire Activity Center Project to complete necessary repairs and reconstruction activities 

to restore the damaged Whitmire Activity Center infrastructure back to the necessary codes 



SECOND MONTHLY MEETING                        SEPTEMBER 23, 2026                       VOLUME    31             PAGE   

and standards to be reopened to the public. 

 

He then gave the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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The City Clerk confirmed this public hearing has been advertised in accordance with North Carolina 

General Statutes.  

The public hearing was opened at 4:10 p.m. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 4:10 p.m. 

 

No motion was required but the public hearing was one of the necessary steps to move forward. 

5.   PRESENTATIONS   

 A. Farmland Preservation Bond Referendum – Henderson County Staff 

 

Executive Director of Agra Business of Henderson County Jeff Chandler introduced himself and 

wanted to discuss the Farmland Preservation Bond. He introduced Angela Price of the Farmland 

Preservation Program. He explained that there is a difference between the preservation program in 

Henderson County that Angela leads on behalf of the county residents, farmers and landowners in the 

county and the bond referendum that will be on the ballot in November.  He came to share some basic 

information about the bond.  The bond is a $25 million dollar general obligation bond to fund farmland 

preservation, open space, protecting forests, water quality, and farmland in the county.  This bond 

provides resources that we have not had before to make the types of impacts that we feel like are 

necessary for Henderson County to preserve our county culture, our county agricultural productivity, 

the scenic landscapes and quality of life that our citizens enjoy in the county.  If the bond passes, it 

would feed into the existing farmland preservation program that we already have in the county and 

it’s working with what we’ve already got and we’ve had two successful applications already with the 

grant funds received through the county for preserving tracts of farmland in the county.  The first two 

of those were approved for funding this year.  The bond simply injects an additional $25 million dollars 

of resources into that for satisfying the development rights. They are compensating landowners for 

their development rights on those parcels of land if they choose to do that.  It is a strictly voluntary 

plan and if a landowner or a farmer wants to participate in this, they have a voluntary opportunity to 

participate in this program assuming it is passed in November.  It is a great opportunity for Henderson 

County to stem the tide of farmland loss in the county. We lost 20% of our farmland in this county 

between 2017 and 2022. This puts us in the forefront of counties in North Carolina, particularly in 

western North Carolina, with loss of useful farmland and productive lands in the county over that five-

year period. I do not know how much has been lost since then, but you can make an educated 

presumption that we have lost additional acreage since that 20% figure closed in 2022 so we feel like 

the time is now. One of the things I have heard from farmers and landowners in the county is that we 

should have done this twenty years ago. That might be true but the best opportunity we have is starting 

today and starting with the bond on the ballot in November to approve this $25 million dollars that 

would be levied at the rate of roughly one cent per hundred on the property tax in the county for the 

median household in Henderson County.  That equates to about $38 for each household. It is a 20-year 

bond so that’s how long that bond would go.  Once funds are received to be used for these projects, 

the funds have to be expended within seven years once that project is put into place.  The county would 

have the option of only withdrawing the amount of funds that they need on an as-needed basis as 

applications are made for this funding, so they don’t have to take the whole $25 million dollars at 

once, they can take it in small tranches if they choose to do that. That would shave off some interest 

expense to the taxpayers here in the county to fund this.   Again, this is going to further enhance the 

farmland preservation program that we already have in the county but this $25 million dollars will 

provide the resources that we have not had before to make the significant impact on preserving our 

county culture, farmland, productivity, scenic landscapes and water quality that we have had pursuing 

other grant funds and county funding up to this point. We are having a kickoff event for the bond 

tonight for a bond campaign so we are organizing very rapidly a promotional campaign for the bond 

before elections come around to make sure that voters are educated and they’re informed about what 

this means so that landowners understand the implications of what this bond would mean for farmland 

preservation in the county. 

 

Council Member Gina Baxter asked how landowner compensation works. He explained the money is 

largely used for compensating the landowner for their development rights. So, you are effectively 

extinguishing the development rights on that piece of property compensating the landowner for that 
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financially and so then the land is not able to be developed for perpetuity. As far as the appraised value 

is concerned, there is a specialized calculation for appraising easement values, so we look at the 

appraised value of the property considering not farmland use or present use. So fair market value for 

that particular piece of property and then the appraised value for it to continue in its present use and 

the difference between those values is what the landowner will be compensated for. 

 

Council Member Jennifer Hensley asked about the PUV program.  Mr. Chandler explained that if they 

are enrolled in the Present Use Value Program with the county, their property tax rate is assessed at a 

rate for farming, agricultural or for forest use which is different than if its privately held for 

commercial, industrial or residential development. Being in the Present Use Value Program would be 

one of the criteria for this and that’s consistent with what we’re already doing in the farmland 

preservation program already in operation in the county. 

 

Council Member Jennifer Hensley also asked if the development easement is zero development or a 

specific type of development that can never happen on that property. Mr. Chandler explained that 

residential, commercial, and industrial would not be allowed but agricultural development if you need 

to build a new packing house or need to build a new retail shed for your agricultural business, so 

agricultural facilities would still be allowed under the easement. The landowner can hold out a portion 

of their property if they choose to build a residential home on the property for family members or 

somebody else. They do not have to enroll all of their property, this is totally voluntary and they do 

not have to do it all at one time. 

 

Angela Price added that she wanted to clarify on the PUV question that in order to still be enrolled in 

PUV after getting an easement, 25% of your easement value has to be donated, so if their easement 

value was $400,000, they would have to donate that $100,000 which essentially, they would just be 

compensated for the $300,000. 

 

Mr. Chandler finished by asking everyone to please support the bond in November. 

 

 B. Update on Patton Pool and Whitmire Center Improvement Projects – Richard Shook, 

Assistant City Engineer 

 

Assistant City Engineer Richard Shook gave an update on the Patton Pool and Whitmire Improvement 

Projects and gave the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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Consensus or Council was that they all preferred the gabled roof one below. 

 

Mr. Connet thanked city council for authorizing us to use city dollars to keep this process moving 

forward while we wait on FEMA. Also, when these two parks come about, you will have two signature 

parks that you can be very proud of that will be utilized by our city, our citizens and our community 

for generations. 
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5.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:02p.m. upon unanimous assent of the 

Council. No further action was taken. 

  

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


