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M I N U T E S 
August 28, 2024 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Lyndsey Simpson and Council Members: Jeff Miller, 

Jennifer Hensley and Melinda Lowrance 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City 

Attorney Angela Beeker, Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget Manager Adam 

Murr, and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the consent agenda as 

presented. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

4.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A.   Proclamation – Be Smart Week – Barbara Volk, Mayor 

Mayor Volk read the proclamation aloud and presented it to Bob Carlson, Kim Chao and Ruth Klug. 

 
Proclamation 

BE SMART WEEK 

AUGUST 26 – 30, 2024 

 

WHEREAS, Guns are the number one killer of children and teens in the United States, more than accident or 

disease; and 

 

WHEREAS, the city of Hendersonville is committed to creating a safe environment contributing to  the well-

being of our children; and 

 

WHEREAS, almost every day, a child gets his or her hands on a gun and unintentionally kills or injures 

himself or herself or someone else in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, research shows that one of the best ways to protect children and teens from accessing guns is to 

implement secure firearm storage practices including making sure guns are secured with a lock or in a safe; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are steps we can all take, gun owners and non-gun owners alike, to make sure kids can’t 

access guns and put themselves and others in danger; and 

 

WHEREAS, an estimated 54 percent of gun owners don’t lock all of their guns securely and an estimated 4.6 

million children live in a home with at least one unlocked and loaded gun in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, when guns aren’t properly stored, tragedy can strike - whether it’s a child finding a firearm and 

injuring or killing himself or herself or someone else, or someone stealing it and using it to commit crime in our 

communities: and 

 

WHEREAS, BE SMART Week raises awareness and promotes efforts to educate the public about secure gun 

storage; the City of Hendersonville commends Be SMART and all involved in their endeavor to keep communities safe; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Barbara Volk of the City of Hendersonville, North 

Carolina declares August 26 – 30, 2024 to be BE SMART Week. 

 

PROCLAIMED this 28th day of August, 2024.   
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B. Proclamation – Celebration & Recognition of Migration Workers – Barbara Volk, 

Mayor  

Mayor Volk read the proclamation aloud and presented it to: 

 Clint Holt, 

 Melissa S. Escobar, True Ridge, Executive Director 

 Christina Hawley-Holtgreven, ESQ, True Ridge, Immigration Attorney 

 Christopher Just, NC Cooperative Extension, Farmworker Health & Safety Educator 

 Kimberly Dunbar, Grace Lutheran Church, Interim Ministry Associate, Social Justice 

Ministry 

 Carol Watson, First United Methodist Church, Social Justice Ministry 

 

and others who were there to receive it on behalf of all migrant workers. 

 
Proclamation 

CELEBRATION AND RECOGNITION OF MIGRANT WORKERS  

 

WHEREAS apples are one of the most important agricultural crops grown in Henderson County, with ninety-

one active growers producing an estimated million bushels annually. Eighty percent (80%) of this state’s apple supply is 

from Henderson County with an average income of $30 million. North Carolina is considered the seventh largest 

producer of apples in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS none of this economic benefit would be realized without the support of the migrant workers who 

come to Henderson County under the migrant worker H2A program. Each year more than five thousand workers come 

into our county to support the apple industry. Migrant workers bring invaluable skills and experience to the apple 

industry, contributing to the cultivation, harvesting, and packing of our apple crops with diligence and care. These 

workers and their families remain a largely unseen population within our community, but the work they do is crucial to 

the health of our agricultural production. These workers tend the orchards and harvest the crop that delivers the revenue 

that is so important to the economic well-being of our community; and 

 

WHEREAS the contributions of migrant workers not only support the apple industry, but also enrich the 

cultural and social fabric of our communities, fostering diversity and mutual understanding. Likewise, they also 

contribute to the financial success of the local retail businesses in Hendersonville and throughout Henderson County; and 

 

WHEREAS it is appropriate for us to proclaim our heartfelt appreciation for the contributions of migrant 

workers to the Henderson County apple industry. We should honor the hard work, dedication, and commitment to 

delivering quality labor and services. While the migrant workers remain a largely invisible component of our 

community, we are compelled to pledge support and advocate for the fair treatment and well-being of all migrant 

workers in our county. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Barbara Volk, Mayor of the City of Hendersonville, on behalf of the residents of 

Hendersonville, do hereby proclaim August 30, 2024, as a day to recognize and celebrate the contributions of migrant 

workers to the apple industry of Henderson County. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we extend our sincere appreciation to all migrant workers for their 

dedication, labor, and unwavering commitment to our community and our local agricultural heritage. 

 

PROCLAIMED this 28th day of August, 2024.  

       

C. Presentation from Color Us United – Kenny Xu, President 

Kenny Xu, President and Primary Spokesman for Color Us United gave the following PowerPoint 

presentation explaining why he thinks DEI is bad for business and does  not promote a positive 

community culture.  
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Mr. Paul Benjamin, who leads the Save America Initiative and oversees the Life Centers Global, 

also briefly spoke in opposition of DEI. 

 

~Mayor Barbara G. Volk briefly recessed the meeting for a short break at 4:44 p.m. and 

reconvened at 4:49 p.m.~ 

        D. Draft Parks & Greenspace Master Plan – Mark Stierwalt, Public Works Superintendent 

 

Mark Stierwalt introduced Brenna Laffey of Design Workshop who gave the following PowerPoint 

presentation. 
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After some back and forth with Council, City Manager Connet explained that this will be on 

Council’s October 3rd agenda and maybe between now and then, we can talk about what Council 

would like to see added or addressed like we did with the Comp Plan and talk about any questions, 

comments and concerns that you may have and pass it back to the consulting team and ultimately to 

the advisory committee. 

 

       E. Dogwood Grant Proposal – John Connet, City Manager 

 

Due to time constraints, City Manager John Connet deferred this item and will put it on the 

September 5th agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  NEW BUSINESS - None 
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6.  CLOSED SESSION 

 

City Council Member Melinda Lowrance moved that City Council enter closed session pursuant 

to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the Council to 

preserve the attorney client privilege, and to consider and give instructions to our attorney 

concerning the handling or settlement of a claim, judicial action, mediation, arbitration or 

administrative procedure. 

 

7. ADJOURN 

 

City Council came out of closed session at 5:45 p.m. via a motion by Council Member Lyndsey 

Simpson.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. upon unanimous 

assent of the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor  

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


