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M I N U T E S 
September 25, 2024 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Pro Tem Lyndsey Simpson and Council Members: Jennifer Hensley and Melinda 

Lowrance 

 

Late Arrival: Mayor Barbara Volk arrived at 4:20 p.m. 

                          Council Member Jeff Miller arrived at 4:19 p.m. 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City 

Attorney Angela Beeker, Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget & Evaluation 

Director Adam Murr, and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Lyndsey Simpson called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. and welcomed those in 

attendance. A quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Mayor Pro Tem asked to add City Manager Updates as item 4E to the agenda. Council Member 

Melinda Lowrance moved that City Council approve the agenda as amended. A unanimous vote of 

the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Council Member Melinda Lowrance moved that City Council approve the consent agenda as 

presented. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

A. Resolution to Apply for Funding for the Sewer Collection System Asset Inventory 

Assessment Master Plan Update – Adam Steurer, Utilities Director 

RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF HENDERSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL TO APPLY FOR 

FUNDING FOR THE SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM ASSET INVENTORY ASSESSMENT 

MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality Division of Water Infrastructure 

administers a funding program for investment in drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater systems; and 

WHEREAS, The City of Hendersonville has need for and intends to conduct a study in a project described as 

the sewer collection system asset inventory and assessment master plan update; and 

WHEREAS, The City of Hendersonville intends to request State loan and/or grant assistance for the project; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hendersonville, North Carolina 

that: 

1. That City of Hendersonville, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the 

project, if approved for a State loan and/or grant award. 

2. That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on completion of 

construction thereof. 

3. That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of 

fees and charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for proper operation, 

maintenance, and administration of the system and the repayment of all principal and interest on the 

debt. 

4. That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision 

authorizing the State Treasurer, upon failure of the City of Hendersonville to make scheduled 

repayment of the loan, to withhold from the City of Hendersonville any State funds that would 

otherwise be distributed to the local government unit in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due 

and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan. 

5. That Adam Steurer, Utilities Director, the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby 

authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North 

Carolina for a loan and/or grant to aid in the study of or construction of the project described above. 
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6. That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such 

information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the 

project: to make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be 

required in connection with the application.  

7. That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and 

local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants 

and loans pertaining thereto. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Hendersonville, North Carolina on this 7th day of November, 2024.  

Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

 Attest: /s/Jill Murray, City Clerk 

 Approved as to form: /s/Angela S. Beeker, City Attorney 

 

B. Utility Extension Agreement for Apple Ridge Development – Brendan Shanahan, Project 

Division Manager 

Resolution #R-24-93 

RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF HENDERSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A UTILITY EXTENSION AGREEMENT WITH HOUSING ASSISTANCE 

CORPORATION   

FOR THE APPLE RIDGE DEVELOPMENT 

WHEREAS, the City of Hendersonville owns, operates and maintains a water and sewer system to serve customers 

throughout Henderson County; and  

WHEREAS, residential, commercial, and industrial developments often require public water service as a part of their 

development projects; and 

WHEREAS, the Housing Assistance Corporation (“HAC”) is constructing water and sewer infrastructure (the “New 

Infrastructure”) to serve Apple Ridge Development, a development that will provide affordable housing to low to 

moderate income households; 

WHEREAS, upon completion and acceptance, the New Infrastructure will be conveyed to the City to own, operate, and 

maintain, and to become a part of the water and sewer system of the City in exchange for a payment by the City of 

$800,000; and  

WHEREAS, the City requires a Utility Extension Agreement to be executed to establish requirements of both the HAC 

and the City for the construction and conveyance of the New Infrastructure to the City; and 

WHEREAS, a draft Utility Extension Agreement has been prepared for consideration by the City Council 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hendersonville, North Carolina that: 

1. The Utility Extension Agreement with “HAC” is approved as presented.   

2. Payment of the sum of $800,000 for the conveyance of the New Infrastructure is approved. 

3. City Manager is authorized to execute the Utility Extension Agreement, and to approve and execute 

amendments to the Utility Extension Agreement in the future provided such amendments do not impose a new 

financial obligation upon the City beyond that approved by this Resolution. 

4. City Manager is authorized to acquire easements, rights-of-way, and other interests in real property 

consistent with the terms of the Utility Extension Agreement, provided that such acquisition does not 
impose a financial obligation upon the City beyond that approved by this Resolution.  

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Hendersonville, North Carolina on this 7th day of November, 2024.   

Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

 Attest: /s/Jill Murray, City Clerk 

 Approved as to form: /s/Angela S. Beeker, City Attorney 

 

4.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A.   Dogwood Grant Proposal – John Connet, City Manager 

Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle presented a proposal for the utilization of the Dogwood Health 

Funds previously allocated for the Connections Center.  Any allocation of funds will have to be 

approved by the Dogwood Health Trust.  A revised grant application will be submitted if the City 

Council accepts the proposal.   



SECOND MONTHLY MEETING                        SEPTEMBER 25, 2024                       VOLUME    27             PAGE  

 

 

 

 



SECOND MONTHLY MEETING                        SEPTEMBER 25, 2024                       VOLUME    27             PAGE  

 

 

 

Council Member Jennifer Hensley moved that the City Council proceed with the development of a 

revised grant application based on the direction provided by the City Council at tonight’s meeting. 
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B.  Proposed Revisions to Parks Master Plan – John Connet, City Manager   

City Manager John Connet explained that the Parks Master Plan has been on our website and 

available for public comment to the public, as well as, City Council and we will be submitting that 

back to our consultant to make the changes and it will come back for approval at your October 

meeting. A couple of the most significant things.  There is specific discussion in the plan as it relates 

to green gentrification and I just wanted to clarify that the Council and the City is very much aware 

of the concerns regarding green gentrification and gentrification in general.  It’s been Council’s 

direction to move forward with the programs such as our Strategic Housing Program and also to be 

mindful that improved parks is a positive thing for everybody.  Good quality of life supports all 

citizens within our community and that’s what this plan is about.  Improving quality of life for all of 

our citizens. So, council is giving staff the direction for this plan to continue to focus on good quality 

of life in parks and all areas of our community, provide access to greenspace and amenities, 

regardless of location and socioeconomic background.  The second component is that you have to 

look at all of the work that City Council has asked us to do including the Strategic Housing Plan and 

the Minimum Housing Code to focus on an overall healthy community so  I wanted to make sure 

that’s clear.  Also, we want the plan to be something that the entire community can support and the  

one significant change is going to be Chapter 5 which is currently titled “Equity”.  We know some of 

our community, the members don’t support the term “Equity”,  however, the purpose of that section 

is really about providing good quality parks in all areas of the community so we are going to retitle 

that particular section as “Inclusion” because that’s really what we’re talking about including all of 

our citizens in our parks.  We didn’t want one word to distract from what the purpose of the parks 

and recreation plan is and what it’s about.  Quality of life and providing good parks for our citizens.  

I just wanted to be transparent about that so if people are reviewing then revised plan that will be on 

your agenda, those are really the significant changes. 

C. Oakdale Cemetery Columbarium Plan Presentation – Tom Wooten, Public Works 

Superintendent and Mark Stierwalt, Public Works Superintendent 

Mark Stierwalt, Superintendent of Public Works gave a PowerPoint presentation that explained that 

we are about full in our cemeteries’ and need to come up with a plan.  
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D. 7th Avenue Streetscape Update – Brendan Shanahan, City Engineer 

City Engineer Brendan Shanahan gave the following PowerPoint presentation giving an update on 

the 7th Avenue Streetscape. 
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       E. City Manager Update – John Connet, City Manager 

 

City Manager John Connet said that we are aware that there is a new vape shop going in across from 

Hendersonville High School and there is nothing currently in our ordinance to stop it.  If Council 

wishes to put in distance requirements, we can look into doing that.  Mayor Pro Tem Simpson added 

that it would be nice to set up something in our ordinance, as well as, a proximity for protests across 

from the schools. 

 

He added that our staff is preparing for Hurricane Helene and the Mayor signed a State of 

Emergency that goes into effect tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m.  We will be setting up our 

Emergency Operations Center at the new fire station and it will be staffed 24/7 beginning at 8:00 in 

the morning.  All departments are preparing equipment, fueling, generators, everything that is 

necessary to prepare for a hurricane.  We’re asking people to prepare their homes today and 

tomorrow as needed for the storm.  We’re preparing for it to be a multi-day event because even 

when the rains stops, flooding will continue to be there for a period of time.  We have the State of 

Emergency, we are revoking all special event permits for the week and we will stay in touch with the 

County Emergency Operations as well. 

 

5.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:26 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor  

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


