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GEN H CONTENT 
CONTEXT, INTENT
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Spotlight on the Plan
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Public Draft Release 
May 31, 2024



Developing Gen H
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How Much Growth?
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Where Should New Development Occur?
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1. Developed

2. Protected

3. Underutilized / 
Underdeveloped*

4. Undeveloped*

* Land Supply is comprised 
of these two areas, which 
in combination 
encompasses 3,832 acres.



What Kind of Development Should Be Supported?
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What is the Appropriate Level of Intensity?
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Housing Growth
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THE VISION FOR THE 
FUTURE
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Defining the Vision & Goals
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Goals
• Vibrant neighborhoods
• Abundant housing choices
• Healthy and accessible natural 

environment
• Authentic community 

character
• Safe streets and trails
• Reliable and accessible utility 

services
• Satisfying work opportunities
• Welcoming and inclusive 

community
• Accessible and available 

community uses and services 
• Resilient community



Guiding Principles
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1. Mix of Uses

2. Compact 
Development

3. Sense of Place

4. Conserved and 
Integrated Open 
Space

5. Desirable and 
Affordable Housing

6. Connectivity

7. Efficient, Accessible 
Infrastructure



Vision Map
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Character Areas

• Residential Character 
Areas comprise over 
half of the city (57%)

• Open Space 
Character Areas 
account for 20%

• Employment 
Character Areas 
account for 11%

• Activity Center 
Character Areas 
comprise 12%
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Character Areas



Translating Character Areas to Zoning
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• Provide guidance for 
staff

• Laying groundwork for 
code amendments



How This Chapter Will Be Used

Gen H Comprehensive Plan 18

• Staff

• Boards

• City Council

• Community Partners



FOCUS AREAS
Gen H Comprehensive Plan 19



Focus Areas
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• Western Ecusta Trail

• Blue Ridge Mall

• Spartanburg Highway

• Downtown

• 7th Street



Western Ecusta Trail
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Blue Ridge Mall
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Spartanburg Highway
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THE DOWNTOWN 
MASTER PLAN
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Downtown
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7th Avenue
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Character Districts
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1. Main Street

2. 7th Avenue

3. Downtown Edge

4. Lower Trailhead



Downtown Design Guidelines
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Public Realm
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Public Realm Diagram



Site Design
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On-Site Open Space Typology



Building Design
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Façade Articulation Diagram



IMPLEMENTING THE 
PLAN

Gen H Comprehensive Plan 32



Implementation Components
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1. Implementation Strategy
2. Implementation Projects
3. Operational Policies 



1. Implementation Strategy
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Connect People to 
the Great Outdoors

Protect and Restore 
Natural Systems

Transform Gateways 
and Corridors

Leverage Partnerships to 
Protect Apple Country

Catalyze Small Business 
and Innovation

Energize Multi-Pronged 
Approach to Affordable 
and Accessible Housing

Strengthen Community 
Placemaking 



2. Implementation Projects
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2. Implementation Projects
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2. Implementation Projects
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2. Implementation Projects
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3. Operational Policies
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A. Touchstone for Decision-Making
B. Staff Collaboration
C. Plan Alignment
D. Annual Progress Report
E. Regular Updates



Advancing the Vision on the Ground
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ADOPTING GEN H
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Next Steps
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• 5/31 – Draft Gen H Plan Released to Public*

• 6/1-6/17 – Public Input period for Draft Gen H Plan** 

• 6/17-6/21 – Staff Review of Public Input

• 6/24 – Planning Board Presentation* 

• 7/10 – Public Hearing/Presentation to City Council*

• 7/11-7/31 – Draft Gen H Plan Revisions

• 8/1 - City Council Adoption of Gen H Comprehensive Plan 

*   Draft Gen H Plan will be available online and in print at City facilities 

** Public input opportunity
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