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M I N U T E S 

February 26, 2026 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

BUDGET RETREAT PART 1 

CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 6:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara Volk; Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley and Council Members: 

Lyndsey Simpson. Melinda Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle, City Attorney Angela 

Beeker, Budget & Evaluation Director Adam Murr, Management Analyst II Jennifer 

Floyd, Public Services Director Brent Detwiler, Communications Director Allison Justus 

and others 

 

Absent:   City Clerk Jill Murray 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

City Manager John Connet called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the 

meeting.  

 

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 

 

3.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

 A. Welcome and Orientation – John Connet, City Manager 

 

City Manager Connet said we got through the first night at our workshop meeting last night and 

thanks to Brian and Adam for getting us through that. Now, tonight, with the help of Ms. Floyd, 

we will go through the utility fund and some of the other funds, economic trends and compensation 

and benefits. He then turned it over to the Budget & Evaluation Director Adam Murr and 

Management Analyst II Jenny Floyd. 

 

 B. Financial Review – Budget Team 

 

Adam presented the following PowerPoint presentation on the MSD funds. 
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Jenny presented the following PowerPoint presentation on the Water & Sewer Fund, Parking Fund, 

Stormwater Fund, and the Environmental Services Fund. 
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~City Manager John Connet asked for a brief recess at 7:08 p.m. and returned to session at 7:12 p.m.~ 
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C. Economic Trends – Budget Team 

 

Adam Murr gave the Economic Update with the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle took over on the Economic Update. 
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Budget and Evaluation Director Adam Murr finished the Economic Update. 
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City Manager John Connet spoke of a “Mayor’s Memory” when back in 2014 or 2015 we had a 

retreat at fire station two, we had a conversation about the need to focus on industrial 

development  inside the city and council got behind the idea and felt like it was important to 

provide high quality services, to really focus on working with the partnership because we had 

very little industrial tax base inside the city at the at the time and this is a result of that. So, 

Council got behind us and this is the result of that. We are now generating 4 pennies of your tax 

rate that are coming from industrial development and is helping to pay the bills. So having that 

strategic vision is important. 

 

D. Compensation and Benefits – Budget Team 

 

Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle discussed the Employee Experience Survey. 
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Adam Murr took over to compensation and benefits. 
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Brian Pahle went over a brief medical insurance update. 
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Mark Browder with Mark III Employee Benefits and Josh McGee with Alpine Partners and 

works with the new pooled insurance cooperative called CPEC (Carolina Public Entity 

Cooperative) were there to discuss health insurance options. 
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Lastly, Jenny Floyed continued with compensation and benefits. 
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City Manager John Connet, ended the meeting saying to Council that we’ve shown you a lot but 

we’d like to give you the opportunity to ask any questions and open the door for any direction or 

conversation knowing that you won’t be making any final decisions tonight but I’ll pause here 

and see if anyone would like to speak. With no questions, Mr. Connet announced that we will 

have breakfast at the police department at 8:00 in the morning from Joey’s bagels and then we 

will start promptly at 8:30 a.m. 

 

4. CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

None 

 

5. ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.       

 

        _____________________________ 

        Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  __________________________ 

  Jill Murray, City Clerk 

 


