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M I N U T E S 
February 25, 2026 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley and Council Members Lyndsey 

Simpson, Melinda Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle, City Attorney Angela Beeker, 

Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget & Evaluation Director Adam Murr and 

others. 

 

Absent:   City Clerk Jill Murray 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Jennifer Hensley moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Safe Routes to School Presentation – David Hart, HCPS Teacher 

 

David Hart, a teacher at Career Academy and a member of the Safe Routes to School Advisory Board, 

gave a brief presentation.  Last year, the completed a “walk audit” of 9th Avenue which is the road that 

connects Hendersonville Elementary School, Hendersonville Middle School, and Hendersonville 

High School and as a coach with my athletes in the area and working previously at HMS, it gets used 

heavily.  Students from the Middle School walk to the Boys & Girls Club, athletes walk from the 

Middle School to the High School as well as families walking kids and it’s an area that I have a concern 

with, so we conducted a walk audit, and I have a report for you all.  A group of community stakeholders 

walked the area of concern and made observations. He presented the following handout. 
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City Manager John Connet thanked Mr. Hart for his presentation as it plays right in to the next few 

days since we are having our Council Retreat and one of the things that we’ll spend some time on is 

traffic and transportation and being more proactive on some of this stuff so it was important to do it 
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tonight to set the stage for that.  We have set up a new committee internally to address intersections, 

roads, safety in general for traffic, so thank you. 

 

B. Building Hendersonville Retreat Overview – John Connet, City Manager 

C. General Fund Financial Model Review – Adam Murr, Budget & Evaluation Director 

D. City Projects and Strategic Housing Update - Brian Pahle, Deputy City Manager 

E. Strategic Plan Review - Brian Pahle, Deputy City Manager 

 

City Manager John Connet said we are officially kicking off your retreat and I’ll let Brian present 

some information but before we do I just want to thank Brian and Adam and Jenny and the rest of the 

budget team and Allison and everyone just worked hard on what you’ll see the next three days, they 

have put a lot of effort into it and I appreciate your willingness to spend time with us for the next three 

days. 

 

Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle presented the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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Budget and Evaluation Director Adam Murr gave the following PowerPoint presentation giving a 

financial review of the previous five years. 
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City Manager John Connet said that we have a closed session and as far as the retreat portion of the 

meeting goes, we have a good foundation, so we begin again tomorrow evening. 
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4.  CLOSED SESSION 

 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 

§ 143-318.11 (a) (1) and (4) to prevent the disclosure of information that is privileged or confidential 

pursuant to the law of this State or of the United States, or not considered a public record within 

the meaning of Chapter 132 of the General Statutes and to discuss matters relating to the location 

or expansion of industries and businesses in the area served by the public body.   A unanimous vote 

of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

5.  ADJOURN 

 

City Council went into closed session at 5:34 p.m. 

Council went into open session at _______.  There being no further business, the meeting was 

adjourned at 5:28 p.m. upon unanimous assent of the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


