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Sec. 6-9. Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage. 

6-9-1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this section is to provide for the appropriate location and design of outdoor 
retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage of inventory in conjunction with 
legally operating businesses. The intent is to protect the flow of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, 
maintain emergency access and minimize the visual impacts to surrounding properties and 
private and public rights-of-way.  

6-9-2 General provisions. 

6-9-2.1 Permitted districts. Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor 
retail storage shall be permitted as an accessory use and seasonal outdoor retail sales not 
exceeding 90 consecutive days in a 12-month period shall be permitted as a principal or 
accessory use in the following zoning district classifications provided they meet all 
requirements of this section and all other requirements established in this ordinance:  

C-1 Central Business  

C-2 Secondary Business  

C-3 Highway Business  

PMDCZD Planned Manufacturing Development Conditional Zoning District  

I-1 Industrial  

PCDZD Planned Commercial Development Conditional Zoning District  

CMU Central Mixed Use  

GHMU Greenville Highway Mixed Use  

HMU Highway Mixed Use  

UVCZD Urban Village Conditional Zoning District  

6-9-2.2 Location. The following standards shall apply to the location of outdoor retail 
sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage areas:  

a) Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage areas shall not 
be located within any required front, side or rear yard areas or required building 
setbacks.  

b) Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage areas shall not 
disrupt the normal function of the site or its pedestrian or vehicular circulation.  

c) Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage areas shall be 
located so as not to interfere or conflict with sidewalks or pedestrian ways. A 
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minimum of five feet of continuous unobstructed sidewalk width shall be maintained 
for pedestrian flow along all sidewalk and pedestrian areas provided on a lot in order 
to prevent pedestrians and others from having to enter the parking lot or drive aisle 
to maneuver around the display or storage area.  

d) Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage areas shall not 
be located within any required vehicular parking spaces, loading areas, landscape 
areas, interior access drives, open space, common open space, fire lane, emergency 
access or egress areas. Sidewalks counted towards meeting common open space 
requirements may be used for outdoor display areas. Vehicular parking spaces in 
excess of the minimum required may be used for outdoor retail display and outdoor 
retail storage areas.  

e) Outdoor retail sales and display areas shall be allowed along the front, side and rear 
of a building.  

f) Outdoor retail storage areas shall be limited to the side and rear of a building.  

6-9-2.3 Size. Outdoor retail sales, outdoor retail display and outdoor retail storage 
areas shall not exceed a combined area equal to ten percent of the gross floor area of the 
principal structure. When a business or tenant occupies a portion of a principal structure, 
the maximum area allowed for each business or tenant shall not exceed ten percent of the 
gross floor area occupied by that business or tenant. Seasonal outdoor retail sales 
permitted as a principal use are exempt from this size provision.  

a) Exemptions.  

1) The parking or display of vehicles, recreational vehicles, campers, travel 
trailers, toy haulers, boats, trailers, rental equipment, building materials, bulk 
landscaping materials, and prefabricated buildings associated with a legally 
established business, and, salvage building materials [and second hand 
appliances] displayed for sale on the premises of a commercial enterprise 
whose principal business is the sale of salvage building materials from stock 
shall be exempt from this size limitation but must meet all other applicable 
standards.  

2) Seasonal outdoor retail sales permitted as a principal use are exempt from this 
size provision but must meet all other applicable standards.  

6-9-2.4 Height. The height of an outdoor retail display shall not exceed eight feet as 
measured from finished grade. This height limitation shall not apply to individual items 
which by their nature exceed eight feet in height.  

6-9-2.5 Screening. The following standards shall apply to the screening of outdoor 
retail storage areas:  

a) All stored inventory shall be fully screened from adjacent properties, parking areas, 
pedestrian areas, public streets and private streets. Screening materials shall be 
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opaque. Examples of opaque screening materials include chain link fences with 
winged privacy slats, solid board, solid vinyl and stockade fences, masonry walls and 
densely planted vegetation.  

b) The height above grade of screening shall be at least six feet and shall not exceed the 
lesser of 20 feet or the height of the roofline.  

6-9-2.6 Site plan required. Outdoor retail storage areas shall be shown on a site plan 
and are subject to site plan approval by the community development director.  

6-9-2.7 Exemptions. The temporary storage of materials and equipment used during 
construction of a building or structure for a period not to exceed one year and for which a 
valid building permit is issued are exempt from these provisions.  

 
Sec. 12-2. - Definition of commonly used terms and words. 

 
Retail Display area, outdoor: That portion of a lot used for the display of inventory available 
for immediate purchase from a business located on that same lot and not in an enclosed 
building or under a permanent roof structure. For purposes of this definition, the parking or 
display of vehicles, recreational vehicles, campers, travel trailers, toy haulers, boats, trailers, 
rental equipment, building materials, bulk landscaping materials, and prefabricated buildings 
associated with a legally established business, and, salvage building materials [and second 
hand appliances] displayed for sale on the premises of a commercial enterprise whose 
principal business is the sale of salvage building materials from stock shall be excluded from 
the provisions of Section 6-9-2.3 Size. Permanent garden centers associated with a retail 
establishment which are located within a fenced self-contained area shall not be considered 
outdoor retail display or outdoor retail storage. 

Retail sales, outdoor: The use of an area not in an enclosed building or under a permanent 
roof structure for the display of inventory. 

Retail sales, seasonal outdoor: Temporary outdoor use of an area for the display of inventory 
related to a holiday, season of the year or otherwise not offered on a regular basis. 

Retail storage, outdoor: Outdoor storage of goods for retail sale. 

 


