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What is an edible garden or park?



Why an edible garden or park?
● Free, healthy food available to the public
● Opportunity for environmental education
● Connects people to the local land and ecosystem

○ Especially relevant if native edibles are 
planted

○ Opportunity to see wildlife interact with plants
● When properly planned, can assist with erosion 

mitigation, stormwater drainage, and other forms of 
resiliency

● An alternative to purely ornamental plants that may 
be invasive or otherwise harmful to the local 
ecosystem (looking at you, Bradford Pears)



Why native?

Pawpaw

Blueberry
American 
Persimmon

Serviceberry

● Low maintenance compared to many cultivated 
or non-native crops

● Opportunity for environmental education
● Connects people to the local land and 

ecosystem
○ Opportunity to see wildlife interact with 

plants and provides habitat
○ Inspire locals to cultivate on their own 

property



Asheville’s Edible Gardens: A model for HVL
● Asheville has a variety of public spaces that 

incorporate native and non-native edibles:
○ Edible Gardens
○ Community Gardens
○ Certified Pollinator Habitats
○ Edible native plants in downtown and 

other urbanized areas
● https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/s

ustainability/food-policy-action-plan/avl-
edibles/

● Lots of resources available through NCSU
● Could we collaborate with the City of 

Asheville? Bountiful Cities? The HVL Tree 
Board?

https://www.ashevillenc.gov/department/sustainability/food-policy-action-plan/avl-edibles/

