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M I N U T E S 
May 22, 2024 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Lyndsey Simpson  and Council Members: Jeff Miller 

Jennifer Hensley and Melinda P. Lowrance 

 

Via Zoom:  John Connet, City Manager 

 

Staff Present: Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City Attorney Angela Beeker, 

Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget Manager Adam Murr, and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

 

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3. CONSENT AGENDA  

 

 There were no items on the Consent Agenda. 

 

4.  PRESENTATIONS 

 

A.   School Resource Officer (SRO) Discussion – John Connet, City Manager 

 

Right before the meeting, Henderson County announced that they will be funding the Hendersonville 

Police Department School Resource Officers for the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year.  Mayor Barbara Volk 

read the following statement: 

 

The City of Hendersonville is pleased to learn that Henderson County will be funding 

Hendersonville Police Department School Resource Officers for the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year. The 

City Council appreciates the Board of Commissioners willingness to listen to the concerns of the 

faculty, students and parents of the effected schools within the Hendersonville City Limits. The city 

is committed to working with Henderson County, Henderson County Public Schools, and Henderson 

County Sheriff’s Department to protect our students, teachers, and administration.    

The Hendersonville Police Department School Resource Officers serve a critical role in supporting 

the school children in our city. Their specialized training allows them to deal with a wide range of 

issues facing our students. We believe that it is important that Hendersonville Police Department 

officers are in the Hendersonville schools to form critical relationships with our young people. This 

is the first step in fostering twenty-first century community policing. We look forward to continuing 

our service to these schools.  

 

 B. Gen H Comprehensive Plan – Grant Meacci & Lorna Allen (Bolten Menk – Lead 

Consultant); Meg Nealon (Nealon Planning); Jenn Gregory (Retail Strategies); & Ben Hitchings 

(Green Heron Planning) 

 

Lew Holloway introduced the  Comprehensive Plan consultant team to present the thematic elements 

of the Gen H 2045 Comprehensive Plan in anticipation of the final draft of the Plan being released to 

the public on May 31st. This presentation will serve as the kick-off of the final draft review and 

adoption process which will unfold over the course of June, July, and August.  Each of the 

consultants chimed in on the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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Comments from Council: 

 

Councilwoman Lyndsey Simpson thinks this is great and that it is a lot to digest and she is excited to 

see the full plan. I am going to try to read it all front to back.  One question.  You were talking about 

the available properties within the city and the ETJ  (it was almost 4,000 acres).  I am curious how 

much of that is in the city and how much in the ETJ, if you could break that out, that would be 

helpful. 

 

Councilwoman Melinda Lowrance said under “Operational Policies” item D. Progress Report, I 

would like to see the community partnerships involved in that progress report.  Under E. Regular 

Updates, you have it as ten year and maybe we could do 5 years instead to revisit this. 

 

Mayor Volk thanked everyone for the wrap-up as we go into the final stages and she looks forward 

to implementing this and implementing the various projects will be helpful as we go through it. 

 

Councilwoman Jennifer Hensley asked to be excused at 5:10 p.m. to attend her daughter’s 

graduation. 

 

C. Historic Preservation Commission Annual Council Update – Cheryl Jones, Board Chair and 

members of the Historic Preservation Commission 

 

Cheryl Jones spoke on behalf of the Historic Preservation to share what they are doing, what’s 

coming and to meet some of the members.  The following members were present:  Jim Welter, 

David McKinley, Jane Branigan and Ralph Hammond-Green.  Cheryl shared the following 

PowerPoint presentation. 
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Council thanked the committee for all that they do. 

 

6. ADJOURN 

 

At 5:37 p.m. Council returned to open session via a unanimous vote of Council.  

 

         

       _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor  

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


