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M I N U T E S 
April 23, 2025 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY HALL - 2ND

 FLOOR MEETING ROOM | 160 6TH

 AVENUE E. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley and Council Members Lyndsey 

Simpson, Melinda Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, Staff 

Attorney Daniel Heyman, Communications Manager Allison Justus, Communications 

Coordinator II Brandy Heatherly and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Melinda Lowrance moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Employee Wellness Program Update – John Connet, City Manager 

 

City Manager Connet explained that several weeks ago Mayor Pro Tem Hensley asked for an update 

on the Employee Wellness Program and Benefit and we asked our HR department to be here to present 

but they are not here so Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle will give a brief PowerPoint presentation 

of the current City benefits.  
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B. Presentation of Pavement Condition Inventory – Various Staff 
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Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle gave a brief overview of what is going to be discussed.  Lew 

Holloway, Craig Shoreling, Blake Fulgham, Brian Pahle, Matt Manley and Brent Detwiler all discuss 

the options below. 

 

 

 

Craig Shorling from Transmap Engineering PLLC began with the pavement condition index.  We’ve 

been doing your pavement sinve 2018 and this is your second inspection. 
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Management Analyst for Strategy and Performance Blake Fulgham spoke abou the ADA Transition 

Plan. 
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Long-Range Planning Manager Matt Manley spoke about the bike/pedestrian plan. 
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Public Services Director Brent Detwiler spoke about project examples and what it looks like from a 

cost standpoint. 
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Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle talked about the revenue options. 
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4.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Request for Letter of Support for Hands on Children’s Museum and Science Center – 

Lyndsey Simpson Council Member 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson said that she sent everyone a draft letter last week and an info  

sheet from Hand’s On about their plans to build a science center downstairs from where the museum 

is currently.  So they are trying to work with out State representatives to get some State funding and 

they asked for a letter of support from the City. 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that the City Council approve the Letter of Support for 

Hands On Children’s Museum and Science Center. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. 

Motion carried. 

 

Dear Representative, Balkcom, 
 
I am writing to urge your support for Hands On! Children’s Museum as you and other 
members of the state legislature consider providing one-time financial support for the 
development of the future Hands On! Science Center in downtown Hendersonville. 
 
For nearly twenty years, Hands On! has been a beacon of educational enrichment for 
children in our community. The museum fosters a love for science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) subjects in a fun and interactive way. The future Science Center 
project will provide a completely new learning experience for older youth ages twelve and 
up. 
 
The Science Center will serve as a pipeline to support the Made in Henderson County 
Apprenticeship Program. The interactive Science Center will feature learning experiences 
that directly reflect STEM industries within Henderson County and Western North Carolina. 
 
Henderson County and Western North Carolina are home to a growing number of high-
paying STEM careers. There are numerous local career pathways through vocational 
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programs, certifications, associate degrees, and apprenticeships—many of which local 
youth are not aware of. By raising awareness of STEM career opportunities, particularly in 
the areas of Advanced Manufacturing and Agriculture, the Science Center will serve as a 
catalyst for inspiring older youth to pursue rewarding STEM careers without having to leave 
their community. 
 
The future Science Center will support the Made in Henderson County Apprenticeship 
Program in partnership with the Henderson County Partnership for Economic Development, 
Henderson County Schools, and Blue Ridge Community College. 
 
Thank you for your service to our state and for considering financial support through the 
state legislature for the Hands On! Science Center Project. Hands On! Children’s Museum 
is an important resource for our children and older youth, and support from the State of 
North Carolina will be instrumental to the success of this project. 
 

5.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:14 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


