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M I N U T E S 
October 28, 2026 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley, and Council Members 

Lyndsey Simpson, Melinda Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City Attorney Angela Beeker, 

Communications Director Allison Justus, and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   

 

Council Member Melinda Lowrance moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

3.   CONSENT AGENDA   

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the consent agenda as 

presented. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

 A.  Technical Corrections on Chapter 52 – Utilities of the City of Hendersonville Code of 

Ordinances – Angela Beeker, City Attorney 

 

 B.  Sole Source Purchase of Axon Products – Logan Hickey, Chief Blair Myhand, Captain 

Trae Laws 

 

 C. Purchase of Fleet Vehicles for Police Department - Logan Hickey, Chief Blair Myhand, 

Captain Trae Laws 

4.   PRESENTATIONS   

 A. Proclamation -  “We Are Hope” Week 2026 – Barbara Volk, Mayor 

 

Mayor Volk read the proclamation aloud and presented it to Patrick Davis and other Hope Coalition 

staff members, as well as, representatives from various schools. 

 
Proclamation 

Honoring the Observance of 

“We Are Hope” Week in Henderson County Public Schools’  

Middle & High Schools 

November 9, 2026 – November 13, 2026  

WHEREAS, Substance and alcohol abuse negatively affects many areas of the brain, the liver, the heart, and other body 

parts and can cause adverse behavior, psychological, and social consequences; and 

 

WHEREAS, there were more than 69,900 drug overdose deaths in the United States in 2025 and 44,564 of those deaths 

involved opioids; and 

 

WHEREAS, substance and alcohol abuse continues to occur among children and youth in our society. In 2025, nearly 

15.3% of youth aged 12 years or older met diagnostic criteria for a substance use disorder in the past year; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the 2025 National Survey on Drug Use and Health from the Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration, approximately 1 in 4 youth aged 12 years or older reported illicit drug use in last year, 

including 129.1 million reported alcohol use, followed by 46.9 million using tobacco products, 43.8 million using 

marijuana, and 29.3 million vaping nicotine; and 
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WHEREAS, student leaders in Henderson County Public Schools’ six high schools and four middle schools have joined 

with local Henderson County nonprofit Hope Coalition in educating their peers on alcohol, tobacco, marijuana and 

prescription drug use and abuse; and 

 

WHEREAS, students at Apple Valley Middle, Flat Rock Middle, Hendersonville Middle, Rugby Middle, East 

Henderson High, Innovative High School, Henderson County Career Academy, Mountain Community School, 

Hendersonville High, North Henderson High, and West Henderson High are pledging to be and remain substance-free. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Hendersonville City Council, that November 9th - 13th, 

2026, be observed in Henderson County Public Schools’ middle and high schools as “We Are Hope” substance misuse 

awareness week. 

 

Proclaimed on the 28th day of October, 2026. 

 

 B. Food Finder Map – Jenny Floyd, Assistant to the City Manager 

 

Kris Merritt, Senior Program Officer of the Community Foundation of Henderson County pulled up 

the Food Finder map and showed how to navigate it. This is a free map that shows food resources near 

you. 

 

Henderson County Food Finder — Free map of food resources near you 

 

 C. Water & Sewer Department Quarterly Update – Adam Steurer, Utilities Director 

 

Utilities Director Adam Steurer gave a brief water and sewer department update and showed the 

following PowerPoint presentation. 

 

 

https://fastroots.org/food-finder
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 D. Financial Sustainability Report – Adam Murr, Budget & Evaluation Director 

Budget and Evaluation Director Adam Murr gave a financial sustainability report and showed the 

following PowerPoint presentation. 
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5.   NEW BUSINESS  - None 

6.   CLOSED SESSION   

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 

§ 143-318.11 (a) (1), (a)(3)  and (a) (6) to prevent the disclosure of information that is privileged or 

confidential pursuant to the law of this State or of the United States, or not considered a public record 

within the meaning of Chapter 132 of the General Statutes, to consult with the City Attorney to 

preserve the attorney client privilege and to discuss the case of Public Service Co of NC, Inc, d/b/a 

Enbridge Gas, NC v. Moore & Son Site Contractors, Inc., ….and the City of Hendersonville, 

25CV002532-440, Henderson County Superior Court, and to consider the qualifications, competence, 

performance, character, fitness of an individual public officer or employee. 

7.  ADJOURN 

 

City Council went into closed session at 4:45 p.m. 

At 5:46p.m. City Council came back into open session and council member Lyndsey Simpson moved 

that City Council approve the settlement as proposed in the matter of Public Service Co of NC, Inc. 

d/b/a Enbridge Gas, NC v. Moore & Son Site Contractors, Inc., and the City of Hendersonville, 

25CV002532-440, Henderson County Superior Court. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. 

Motion carried. 

 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council authorize the mayor to enter int an 

employment agreement with the city attorney. A unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion 

carried. 
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m. upon unanimous assent of the 

Council. No further action was taken. 

  

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


