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CITY OF HENDERSONVILLE 
 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE  

 

Operations Center - Assembly Room | 305 Williams St. | Hendersonville NC 28792  

 Tuesday, March 14, 2023 – 5:30 PM  
 

MINUTES 

 
Present:   Jayne Jennings, Chair, Josh Williams-Vice Chair, Laura Bannister, Nancy Diaz, Eric Gash and 

Melinda Lowrance  

Absent:   Florence Allbaugh 

Liaisons Present:Mayor Barbara G. Volk, and Mayor Pro Tem Lyndsey Simpson 

Staff Present:     City Manager John Connet, City Clerk Jill Murray, and Communications Manager Allison Justus 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Jayne Jennings called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with a quorum of members in attendance. 

Melinda Lowrance moved, seconded by Laura Bannister to add Public Comment to the agenda.  A 

unanimous vote of the Committee followed.  Motion carried. 

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Committee Member Melinda Lowrance moved to approve the agenda as presented. Laura Bannister 

seconded the motion. A unanimous vote of the Committee followed. Motion carried.  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Approval of January 10, 2023 Minutes- Jill Murray, City Clerk 

Committee Member Nancy Diaz moved to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2023 as presented. 

Melinda Lowrance seconded the motion. A unanimous vote of the Committee followed. Motion 

carried.  

5. OLD BUSINESS  

6. NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Presentation by Ahkirah Legal & Diversity Consultants – John Connet, City Manager  
 

City Manager Connet introduced Bahiyyah Greer of Ahkirah Legal & Diversity Consultants. Bahiyyah  

presented her City of Hendersonville Midmost Update via Zoom.   
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The plan is to present the final plan to everyone at the end of April. 

 

B.  Presentation of Utility System DEI Research – Adam Steurer, Utilities Engineer 

 

Adam is participating in a America Water Works Association Leadership Program and as part of the 

program he has completed research on the importance of insuring that water and sewer policies are 

equitably applied across all areas of a community.  He gave a PowerPoint presentation to present his 

findings. 
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C.  Brooklyn Creek Streambank Restoration Project – Mike Huffman, Stormwater Division 

Manager 

 

Stormwater Division Manager Mike Huffman provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 

Brooklyn Creek Streambank Restoration Project and seeked input from the Diversity and Equity 

Committee. 
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7.  OTHER BUSINESS 

8.   ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Chair Jayne Jennings adjourned the meeting at 7:11 p.m.  

 

            ____________________________________ 

            Jayne Jennings, Chair 

ATTEST:  

 

_______________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


