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M I N U T E S 
August 23, 2023 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Lyndsey Simpson  and Council Members:  

    Dr. Jennifer Hensley, Debbie O’Neal-Roundtree and Jerry A. Smith Jr., J.D. 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John F. Connet, Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle, City Attorney Angela 

Beeker, Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget Manager Adam Murr and others. 

 

Absent:   Jill Murray, City Clerk 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara G. Volk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF  AGENDA   

Council Member Jennifer Hensley moved to approve the agenda as presented. A unanimous vote 

of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

3. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Henderson County Tax Adjustments (June) – Amanda Lofton, Deputy Tax  Collector 

B. Henderson County Tax Adjustments (August) – Amanda Lofton, Deputy Tax Collector 

C. Berkeley Park Property Exchange Revision to Greenways/Utility Easement – Angela S. 

Beeker, City Attorney  

Council Member Debbie O’Neal-Roundtree moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

4. PRESENTATIONS 

A. Discussion Regarding Primary Election Date – Summer Heatherly, Henderson County 

Board of Elections   

Summer Heatherly from the Board of Elections started with handing Council a handout showing 

what Asheville did about changing their charter.  She said the way it is set, you have your primary in 

October and that didn’t change.  Your primary stayed the same but we have to send out general 

ballots on the 1st of September so that means that we would have to hold the 12 municipalities for 

your election but that wont work because they would have two ballots.  A general ballot and a 

municipal ballot.  So I ma here tonight to ask if you would mind changing your primary to coincide 

with their primary.  So that would put your primary in March and then filing would be from the first 

Monday in December until the second Friday in December.  The whole idea is to get more people to 

turn out.  Asheville City’s was a 150% jump of people showing up for their election. Saluda, Laurel 

Park and Mills River do not have a primary.  Fletcher follows what the City of Hendersonville is 

doing.   If Senator Moffit takes care of this, then it won’t be a problem so I encourage you all to 

reach out to him because then you all wouldn’t have to do anything.  He could take care of it in the 

General Assembly. 

City Attorney Beeker said she would have to research a bit and see if City Council can, by 

ordinance, change the date of the primary without having a local act to do it. 

B. Water and Sewer Capital Project Update -  Adam Steurer, Utilities Director 

Adam Steurer presented a PowerPoint slide giving an update of all of the water & sewer capital 

projects: Etowah Water System Improvements; Clear Creek Sewer Interceptor Replacement; French 

Broad River Intake & Pumping Station; Water Treatment Facility Expansion; North Fork Reservoir 

Dredging;  WWTF Replacement/Repair Projects and UV Disinfection Replacement. 
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C. Water & Sewer System Development Fees (SDFs) – Adam Steurer, Utilities Director 

Adam Steurer explained the background, considerations, assessment methodologies, calculations, 

dwelling size and the cost for residential and non-residential. 
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5. CLOSED SESSION  

 

Council Member Jerry Smith moved that City Council enter closed session pursuant to NCGS 

§ 143-318.11 (a) (1) (3) and (6) to prevent the disclosure of information that is privileged or 

confidential pursuant to the law of this State or of the United States, or not considered a 

public record within the meaning of Chapter 132 of the General Statutes, to consult with an 

attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client 

privilege between the attorney and the public body and to consider the qualifications, 

competence, performance, character, fitness of an individual public officer or employee.  

 

6. ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:09 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.  

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


