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M I N U T E S 
October 22, 2025 

SECOND MONTHLY MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 CITY OPERATIONS CENTER | 305 WILLIAMS ST. | 4:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Mayor Barbara G. Volk, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Jennifer Hensley and Council Members Lyndsey 

Simpson, Melinda Lowrance and Gina Baxter 

 

Staff Present: City Manager John Connet, Deputy City Manager Brian Pahle, City Clerk Jill Murray, City 

Attorney Angela Beeker, Communications Manager Allison Justus, Budget & Evaluation 

Director Adam Murr and others. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 

quorum was established with all members in attendance.  

2. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA   
 

Council Member Lyndsey Simpson moved that City Council approve the agenda as presented. A 

unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

3.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Approval of Letter of Commitment for Safe Streets for WNC Plan – Jennifer Hensley, 

Mayor Pro Tem 

 

Council Member Jennifer Hensley moved that City Council approve the Letter of Commitment for 

Safe Streets for WNC Plan.  A unanimous vote of the Council followed. Motion carried. 

 

October 22, 2025 

 

Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 

City of Hendersonville 

160 6th Avenue E. 

Hendersonville. NC 29792 

 

Re: Safe Streets for WNC 

The Land of Sky Regional Planning Organization (RPO) and the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO) partnered to develop Safe Streets for WNC – the Land of Sky Regional Transportation Safety Action Plan. The 

Safe Streets for WNC plan was financially supported by a USDOT Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant and was 

completed in Summer 2025 with an overarching goal: 

The region will achieve a 10% reduction in fatal and serious injury crashes by 2035, an additional 45% reduction by 

2045, and move toward zero fatalities and serious injuries by 2050. 

Safe Streets for WNC follows the Safe System Approach – considering both reactive and proactive measures to reduce 

and ultimately eliminate fatalities and serious injuries resulting from roadway crashes. Safe Streets for WNC is a 

regional framework for understanding the most severe safety issues and includes a series of strategies and tools that 

will be used to develop projects and programs for implementation in the immediate and long term. Within the five-

county region including Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson, Madison, and Transylvania counties, many local agencies 

and stakeholders participated in the development of the plan. 

NCDOT, local governments and community organizations are key partners in implementing the Safe Streets for WNC 

plan. The City of Hendersonville is committed to the goals and actions outlined in Safe Streets for WNC. Leadership 

from the City of Hendersonville endorsed the regional transportation safety action plan on Wednesday, October 22, 

2025 and will actively support implementation.  

Barbara G. Volk 

Mayor  
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4.   PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Hand’s On Children’s Museum National Award – Joseph Knight, Director & CEO 

Joseph Knight gave a brief PowerPoint presentation and shared the award he received, then took a 

picture. 
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B.  Special Presentation from Immaculata Catholic School – Jennifer Hensley, Mayor Pro 

Tem 

Mayor Pro Tem Hensley shared the many thank you letters and drawings from the children of 

Immaculata Catholic School sent to her in appreciation for the City’s assistance in helping them 

operate as a distribution center and beacon of hope during the aftermath of Hurricane Helene and she 

wanted to share them with the city staff. 
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C.  Whitmire Activity Center and Patton Park Repair Update – Brian Pahle, Deputy City 

Manager and Brent Detwiler, PE, Assistant City Manager – Public Service 

Brent Detwiler gave a brief PowerPoint presentation while Project Manager Katie Feler, Landscape 

Architect Emily Buehrer-Douglas and Aquatic Designer Bill Weaver Bill spoke via Zoom to answer 

any questions. 
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After some discussion about the Bridge Club, Pickleball and pool sizes, and really wanting to make 

this a multi-purpose building, consensus of Council would like to hear estimates on the 50 meter 



SECOND MONTHLY MEETING                        OCTOBER 22, 2025                       VOLUME    29             PAGE   

option, the 25 stretch and maybe our staff can take a stab at figuring out operational costs, as well as, 

continue our conversations with potential partners, particularly the county and the school system.  I 

would anticipate having Whitmire back on your agenda for November if we can do that in time. 

D.  Strategic Housing Plan – Matthew Manley, Angela Beeker, Sam Hayes, Daniel Heyman and 

Lew Holloway 

Matt Manley presented the following PowerPoint presentation in hopes that the plan can be adopted 

by the end of this year.   
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City Manager Connet said that staff would like to bring the plan to Council in December so you can 

adopt it and then we can begin working on an implementation plan and pretty it up.  Council agreed. 

6.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:28 p.m. upon unanimous assent of 

the Council.   

 

        _________________________________ 

        Barbara Volk, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_________________________ 

Jill Murray, City Clerk 


