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Plastic Free July
Houston Zoo Staf f  Par t icipation

• What is Plastic Free July?

• Why should we participate?



Plastic Free July
Houston Zoo Staf f  Par t icipation

Getting Started

2016- 12 staff 
2017- 165+ staff and volunteers 
2018- 275+ staff and volunteers 
2019- 220+ staff and volunteers



Plastic Free July

• How do we motivate people to 
join in?

• Cater to individual 
motivations

• Team challenges

• Share ideas

• Make room for participation 
at all levels

Houston Zoo Staf f  Par t icipation
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Plastic Free July

What made Houston Zoo’s staff

participation so successful?

• Share successes; loud and proud.

• Find passionate people to lead.
• Team mentors

• We are not looking for perfection. Small,
consistent changes make a HUGE 
difference. 

• Celebrate successes!
• Remind people what they’ve already done.



Plastic Free July

• Start with a jumping off point.

• This is not all or nothing!

• Drive home the why.

• Why are you choosing to 
participate?

• Plan for the future from the 
beginning.

• Follow up at the end of the 
month.

Start with the Big 3!
Single use straws.
Single use water bottles.
Single use plastic bags.

Getting Star ted

















































M i s s i o n ,  V i s i o n  a n d  G u i d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s

2017 Strategic Plan
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2017 Strategic Plan



2 0 - y e a r  P h a s e d  P l a n ,  A n n o u n c e d  A p r i l  2 0 1 7

2017 Master Plan



Katherine G. McGovern Texas Wetlands
E x h i b i t  a n d  Re s t a u r a n t



One of only 9 certified 

restaurants in Houston

STRATEGIES ADOPTED

• No single-use plastics

• Compostable plateware

• Energy and water-efficient 

equipment

• Chemical & pollution reduction

• Pre-consumer composting

• Post-consumer recycling

• Plant-based food options

Cypress Circle Cafe
G r e e n  R e s t a u r a n t  C e r t i f i c a t i o n



Cypress Circle Cafe
B a ck - o f - H o u s e  C o m p o s t i n g ,  C o m p o s t a b l e  P l a t e w a r e



Single-Use Plastics Reduction
T i m e l i n e  a n d  I m p a c t

2015: Bags 2017: Bottles

80,000 bags
eliminated per year

300,000 bottles
eliminated per year

23,000 straws
eliminated per year

2022: Retail Packaging2018: Straws & Lids



Zoo Store
N o  S i n g l e - U s e  P l a s t i c  P a c k a g i n g



Galapagos Islands Exhibit
E m b e d d e d  Ta ke - A c t i o n  M e s s a g e



Jack’s Café & Reflections Event Center
R e d u c e d  E nv i r o n m e n t a l  Fo o t p r i n t ,  I n c l u d i n g  D i n i n g



Easy and Hard Problems
S t a r t  w i t h  L ow - H a n g i n g  F r u i t



Houston Zoo’s Identity
M i s s i o n  I n f u s e d  i n t o  P a r t n e r s h i p s





aza.org/green-practices





AZA Green Award

A W AR D C RI T E RI A
Recognizes institution-wide green programs to reduce 
environmental impact from a business operations standpoint

A W AR D S U BM IS SIO N  H IG H L I G H T S

• First two LEED Gold buildings

• First U.S. zoo to eliminate food & retail single-use plastics

• Strides toward 100% LED lighting zoo

• Two new rainwater harvesting cisterns

• Composting in restaurants and for special events

• Leader in small electronics and holiday lights recycling

• 30+ LEED Green Associates on staff

To p  H o n o r s  f o r  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  P r o g r a m  2 0 2 4
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