
THORNE RANCH ON THE HUERFANO RIVER
Conceptual Site Plan
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Thorne Ranch on the Huerfano River
 
Site Development Concept: 
Huerfano County Commissioners purchased the Historic Thorne Ranch on the Taos Trail at the base of Badito cone on the Huerfano River with the intent of 
providing a regional recreation area for not only Huerfano County but others looking for dark night skies and a connection to the land and history of the west.  
The site contains 2 ruins; an ancient adobe that once was a trading post on the Taos Trail and a whale bone like spine of a stables that held the steeds of 
explorers and locals alike.  These tell the tale of the independent west, where ancient geology is often under the scrutiny of college classes who come to study 
the ancient sea beds and creatures that were the first inhabitants of this area.  On the ridgetop, a walking archery range will follow the steps of native ancestors 
who used these ridges for hunting.  In the river bottom a covered pavilion will become a hub for weddings, farmers markets, flea markets, parties, music festivals, 
artist symposiums and summer camps for children. 
 
This historic ranch will be transformed and become a pilot project for food islands in the desert southwest; a regenerative farm with livestock and plantings that will 
restore a healthy, vibrant ecosystem and become a refuge and habitat for birds and other wildlife.  These pathways will provide miles of trails for walking, 
birdwatching, biking and horseback riding in an area devoid of such access to public lands. Thorne Ranch on the Huerfano River, will become a pilot for best soil, 
land and water management practices, by improving organic matter in the soil, increasing local flora and fauna, improving and sustaining water quality and 
increasing local food production, access and availability.  The challenge is a rehydration of the land through best practices, including, anerobic bio digestion for 
compost, waste that will rehydrate the land in addition to installing erosion control measures and livestock management practices that will introduce organic 
matter into the soils. Thorne Ranch on the Huerfano River will be a place that future generations come to learn about best practices for land management and 
how to effectively work on building capacity and resilience for local populations by creating a system of local food production and security.  One of the fields will 
be deeded to the Gardner Community School for agricultural production and they are considering regenerative farming and lavender fields.
 
The amenities that support the local community through recreation fill a void in recreation, access to the outdoors and hospitality.  Thorne Ranch on the Huerfano 
River will provide a variety of options from car camping, to RV camping to a tiny home village that could partner with local college architecture programs to 
design, develop and build unusual cabins and dwelling spaces from geodesic domes that have a historical precedence in the 1960’s communes of Huerfano 
County, to yurts, log cabins and adobe structures.  This regional project celebrates the history comprehensively for Huerfano County.  The amenities fill a void for 
all demographics; from local skeet shooting ranges, a rifle range, to a amphitheater for music and an event venue, to dirt bike tracks and ultimate frisbee courses 
as well as miles of biking, hiking, and horse back trails along the riparian corridor. 
 
As a pilot project for regional decentralized infrastructure that is resilient and forward thinking, energy to run the project can be crated from microhydro, 
geothermal, solar array, anerobic digestion and wind and be completely sustainable for many generations to come.  Also as a pilot project for local foods, 
mushroom growing warehouses will be built into hillsides, and greenhouses that endure in harsh spring weather, and early freezes will make the area more food 
resilient, local aquaponics will be the systems used for water quality and fish and food production. The local holding ponds will be restored for water sports and 
fishing as local amenities. There will be a general store and restaurant celebrating the whole Food Chain where all the local foods are prepared and celebrated, 
with a full RV servicing station.  This will provide a much-needed recreation area and sustainable infrastructure pilot program where intensive use creates solutions 
to current and future issues. 
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GENERAL STORE AND FOOD TRUCK PAD AND REST STOP 

RESTORED FARMHOUSE DISTILLERY

RIFLE RANGE 

FILL PONDS FOR FISHING AND WATERSPORTS & DOCK

ULTIMATE FRISBEE COURSE

DIRT BIKE COURSE

COVERED PICNIC SHELTERS 

CAMPING 18-20 DISPERSED CAR CAMPING OR TENT 
CAMPING SITES

RV PULL THROUGH CAMPING 22 PULL THROUGH SPACES 9 
BACK IN SPACES

TINY HOUSE ECLECTIC CABIN VACATION RENTALS 43 SPACES 
FOR TINY CABIN HOMES

ANEROBIC DIGESTER COMPOSTER 

SOLAR FIELD ARRAY / GEOTHERMAL FIELD BELOW

GRAVEL PIT 

RV PUMP STATION AND CLEAN OUT

MUSHROOM BARNS

AQUAPONICS

GREENHOUSES ON THE RIM

FEBRUARY, 21, 2023 CONCEPTUAL  SITE PLAN   | THORNE RANCH  | BADITO COLORADO   | HUERFANO COUNTY

EJD
+

P llc
.   |

  719-290-7387   |
   w

w
w

.e
le

c
tra

jo
h

n
so

n
.o

rg

CD

CAMPING/ RV/ AND TINY HOME HOTEL 

ACTIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION HOSPITALITY / EVENT VENUE REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE / LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION 

OUTDOOR RECREATION LOCAL FOODS

REGIONAL DECENTRALIZED INFRASTRUCTURE 

BIKE AND WALKING TRAILS SOUTH OF HWY 69
BIKE/ HORSE/ DOG WALKING/ RUNNING TRAILS AND WILD 
RIPARIAN HABITAT /MULTIUSE PATH THROUGH RIPARIAN HABITAT  
OBSERVATORY 
AX THROWING VENUE
FARM TO TABLE EVENTS
RIVER WALK/WALKING PATHS / BIKE PATHS AND BIRD WATCHING 

WALKING NATURE 3D TARGET ARCHERY RANGE 

NATURAL PLAYGROUNDS

PRACTICE ARCHERY RANGE 

HORSE TRAIL RIDES AND CORALS

AMPITHEATER IN NATURAL BOWL AT BASE OF BADITO CONE

SKEET SHOOTING RANGE

EVENT VENUE ON RIVERBOTTOM 
COVERED SHELTER BESIDE BARN RUIN 
2 VAULT TOILETS
STABILIZED BARN RUIN
STABILIZED ADOBE RUIN 
EVENT BARN
PLAYGROUND
AX THROWING VENUE
FARM TO TABLE EVENTS

SOUTH OF HWY 69- YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING 35 
PULLTHROUGH RV / CAMPING SPACES

5 GLAMPING GEODESIC DOMES

HOSPITALITY

MUSHROOM BARNS
LIVESTOCK AND REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE BARNS
HORSE TRAIL RIDES AND CORALS
REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE FIELDS
AQUAPONICS GREENHOUSES
GARDNER SCHOOL REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE FIELDS- LAVENDER FIELDS



THORNE RANCH ON THE HUERFANO RIVER
Conceptual Site Plan
1125 ACRES
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THORNE RANCH ON THE HUERFANO RIVER
Conceptual Site Plan
1125 ACRES

YELLOWSTONE ROAD

RIVERBOTTOM AT 
TAOS TRAIL 

HISTORIC THORNE 
RANCH

FOOD CHAIN 
GENERAL STORE

INFRASTRUCTURE 
ZONE
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THORNE RANCH ON THE HUERFANO RIVER
Conceptual Site Plan
1125 ACRES

CAMPING/ RV/ AND TINY HOME HOTEL 

BIKE/ HORSE/ DOG WALKING/ RUNNING TRAILS AND WILD RIPARIAN HABITAT 

ACTIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION 

HOSPITALITY / EVENT VENUE

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE / LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
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OBSERVATORY

CHECK IN STATION 

DISPERSED RV/ CAR CAMPING 

VAULT TOILETS 

BIKE/ WALKING TRAIL 

AMPITHEATER

ARCHERY RANGE

5 GEODESIC DOMES
ARBNB GLAMPING 

COVERED SHELTERS

SIGNAGE 

RIFLE RANGE 

REGENERATIVE FARMING

HORSE TRAILS

WALKING ARCHERY RANGE 
WITH 3D TARGETS

EVENT VENUE POLE BARN

STABILIZED ADOBE RUIN

STABILIZED BARN RUIN 

LIVESTOCK CORRAL AND BARNS 

MUSHROOM  BARNS 
BUILT INTO HILLSIDE

GREENHOUSES WITH AQUAPONICS 

PARKING 
FOR RIFLE RANGE

GARDNER COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
LAVENDER FIELDS 

RIVERBOTTOM  & YELLOWSTONE
Conceptual Site Plan
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Area Amenity USE Number Site Amenities Opinion of 
probable cost Area Required

SOUTH OF HWY 69- YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING TRAILS AND OBSERVATORY
Check in station/West Side Dispursed RV/ Camping West Side Dispersed RV/ Camping WITH 2 Vault Toilets 35 Pullthrough RV / Camping SPACES Firepit with Grate/ seating bench ( could be 

Chairs or bench or logs $20,000 65 ACRES

Bike and walking trails South of Hwy 69 Bike, Walking, Horse trails 2 miles south of Hwy 69 $12,000 2 miles

Observatory Small dome community observatory $50,000 -
$100,000.

EVENT VENUE ON RIVERBOTTOM 
Signs for hwy 69 Signs for Riverbottom event Venue 2 -6 Signs $15,000

3.5 Acres

Covered shelter beside barn ruin 

Farmers market/ Flea market/ Events including 
weddings/ parties/ music / family gatherings / artist 
residencies/ artist symposiums/ outdoor movies during 
the summer/ festivals / Historic signage for education/ 
Gathering location for classes and camps 

2 Covered Pavilions   20’ x 90’   (1800 sq. ft.) Parking $16,000 
2 Vault toilets $20,000
Stabilized barn ruin $20,000
Stabilized Adobe ruin $20,000
Event Barn 36 x 50 pole barn - 1800- 2000 SF lighting / stage $40,000
Playground $20,000
Ax throwing venue $10,000
Farm to Table Events $5,000
RIVER WALK PROGRAMMING 
River walk/Walking paths / Bike paths and bird watching  Walking paths / Bike paths and bird watching drained gravel road base trail- wide enough to 

ride a 4 wheeler on benches/ workout stations/ bird towers/ $60,000 10 Miles of trails

5 Glamping Geodesic domes 5 geodesic dome ARbnb’s BBQ grill, seating, Skyviewing dome, parking, $50,000

Walking nature archery range with targets trail to native american ruins and archery target  20-30 3D Targets at ASA known and unknown 
distances out to a maximum of 45 yards.

$20,000

Natural Playground hills/ logs/ slide/ large rocks/ climbing $20,000

Archery Range Archery Practice lanes for 10,20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, 
100 yards Berm, Parking, shooting shelters, targets $50,000

Mushroom barns Mushroom or cricket or mealworm production Buried Quonset hut underground and dark- 
these could be used for 

 $50,000 per 
bldg.

Livestock and Regenerative Agriculture barns Pole barn $40,000

Horse trail rides and corals $30,000
Regenerative agriculture fields $50,000

Ampitheater in natural bowl at base of Badito Cone bandshell and log seats for movies and music and 
events 

Place ampitheater in natural depression along 
ridge $100,000

Skeet shooting range

Aquaponics greenhouses
Aquaponics water treatment with greenhouses for food 
production - space for 200 greenhouses but start with 
just a few and build up to a full scale production 

$50,000- 
$100,000 per 
greenhouse

Gardner School Regenerative agriculture fields- lavender 
fields
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SOUTH OF HWY 69
YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING 
35 PULL THROUGH RV OR PRIMITIVE CAMPING SITE

TRAILS AND OBSERVATORY

OBSERVATORY

VAULT TOILETSCHECK IN 

BIKE/ HIKING AND RUNNING TRAILS
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Area Amenity USE Number Site Amenities Opinion of 
probable cost

Potential 
Funding 
Source

Area 
Required

SOUTH OF HWY 69- YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING TRAILS AND OBSERVATORY
Check in station/West Side 
Dispursed RV/ Camping West Side Dispersed RV/ 

Camping WITH 2 Vault Toilets
35 Pullthrough RV / 
Camping SPACES

Firepit with Grate/ seating 
bench ( could be Chairs or 
bench or logs

$10,000 65 ACRES

Bike and walking trails South of 
Hwy 69 Bike, Walking, Horse trails 2 miles south of Hwy 69 $12,000 2 miles

Observatory Small dome community 
observatory

$20,000 -
$100,000.

SOUTH OF HWY 69
YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING 
35 PULL THROUGH RV OR PRIMITIVE CAMPING SITE

TRAILS AND OBSERVATORY
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SOUTH OF HWY 69
YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING 
35 PULL THROUGH RV OR PRIMITIVE CAMPING SITE

TRAILS AND OBSERVATORY
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SOUTH OF HWY 69
YELLOWSTONE DISPERSED CAMPING 
35 PULL THROUGH RV OR PRIMITIVE CAMPING SITE

TRAILS AND OBSERVATORY
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NORTH OF HWY 69
RIVERBOTTOM
AMPITHEATER | 
PRACTICE ARCHERY RANGE | REGENERATIVE 
FARMING PILOT FARM | HISTORIC FARM | 
GEO CAMPING | EVENT VENUE | COVERED 
SHELTER | FARM TO TABLE | RIPARIAN HABITAT 
AND MULTIUSE TRAIL | MUSHROOM BARNS 
AND GREENHOUSES FOR PRODUCTION 
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NORTH OF HWY 69
RIVERBOTTOM
EVENT VENUE    |  PAVILLIONS 
WALKING TRAIL |GLAMPING ALONG 

FEBRUARY, 21, 2023 CONCEPTUAL  SITE PLAN   | THORNE RANCH  | BADITO COLORADO   | HUERFANO COUNTY

EJD
+

P llc
.   |

  719-290-7387   |
   w

w
w

.e
le

c
tra

jo
h

n
so

n
.o

rg

CD



NORTH OF HWY 69
RIVERBOTTOM
EVENT VENUE    |  PAVILLIONS 
WALKING TRAIL |GLAMPING ALONG 
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EVENT VENUE ON RIVERBOTTOM 
Signs for hwy 69 Signs for Riverbottom event Venue
Covered shelter beside barn ruin 
2 Vault toilets
Stabilized barn ruin
Stabilized Adobe ruin 
Event Barn
Playground
Ax throwing venue
Farm to Table Events
RIVER WALK PROGRAMMING 
River walk/Walking paths / Bike paths and bird watching 
5 Glamping Geodesic domes
Walking nature archery range with 3D targets
Natural Playground
Archery Range 
mushroom barns
Livestock and Regenerative Agriculture barns
Horse trail rides and corals
Regenerative agriculture fields
Ampitheater in natural bowl at base of Badito Cone
Skeet shooting range
Mushroom barns
Aquaponics greenhouses
Gardner School Regenerative agriculture fields- lavender fields

NORTH OF HWY 69
RIVERBOTTOM
EVENT VENUE    |  PAVILLIONS 
WALKING TRAIL | FARM TO TABLE
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NORTH OF HWY 69
RIVERBOTTOM
EVENT VENUE    |  PAVILLIONS 
WALKING TRAIL |REGENERATIVE FARM
AMPITHEATER

SKEET SHOOTING 

ARCHERY RANGEAQUAPONIC 
GREENHOUSES

MUSHROOM BARNS
CHICKEN COOP
HORSE AND
LIVESTOCK BARN
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RIFLE RANGE

TRAIL TO RIFLE RANGE

PARKING RIFLE RANGE

ANEROBIC DIGESTORS 
OR COMPOSTING FACILITY

SOLAR ARRAY

GRAVEL PIT

FOOD CHAIN GENERAL STORE

FOOD TRUCK PARKING

GREENHOUSES/ AQUAPONICS 
ANAEROBIC WATER TREATMENT

MUSHROOM  BARNS
GROW HOUSES

MULTIUSE PATH ALONG RIPARIAN HABITAT

DIRT BIKE TRACK
ULTIMATE FRISBEE COURSE

REFILL PONDS FOR WATER
SPORTS AND FISHING 

RENOVATED HISTORIC
THORNE RANCH DISTILLERY

TINY HOME HOTEL

RV SITES

DISPERSED CAR CAMPING

PLAYGROUND

OVERNIGHT RV & TRUCK PARKING
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Area Amenity USE Number Site Amenities Opinion of 
probable cost Area Required

PROGRAMMING SOUTH OF HWY 69 ON PLAINS AREA ABOVE RIPARIAN AREA
 Rifle Range Rifle range 4 lanes for 100 yards/2 lanes 200 Yrds/ 2 lNES 

300 Yrds/ 2 lanes 400 yards
 Parking/ Shade shelter/ 3 sided 
enclosure with storage $200,000

Anerobic digester composter anaerobic digester or composting facility for household waste/ agriculture waste 
and biogas production

regional conmposter or digester- 
this could be expanded into a 
waste transfer station or county  
waste recycler 

1.5 million

Solar Field array / geothermal field below energy/ electricity/ grid 1.5 million
Gravel Pit gravel for the county- existing 

General Store and food truck pad and rest 
stop 

General store - food chain general store and restaurant- fish from aerobic green 
house tanks and all local food maybe even local beer or distillery as well as 
parking for overnight rv/ truck and horse hotel

parking/ rv station/ restaurant/ 
local foods 500,000

RV pump station and clean out rv service station for water, and sewage clean out/ sewage could go into 
anaerobic digester 50,000

mushroom barns multiple dark mushroom barns for mushrooms/ mealworms and cricket 
production 

aquaponics aquaponics clean water treatment system 

greenhouses on the rim greenhouses above aquaponics greenhouses for local food production like 
growhous in denver - vertical gardens that produce food year round 

Restored farmhouse distillery
restore farmhouse as either an open structure open only 3 seasons or as a full 
restoration for s distillery tasting room and welcome house / clubhouse for the rv 
park and day guests

fill ponds for fishing and watersports
fix liner on pond and ri[p rap so that fish have habitats- line with gravel above 
riprap to turn into a pond for fishing/ water sports / SUP/ small row or paddle 
boats

Dock dock for fishing and paddle boats 
Ultimate Frisbee course sheltered from the wind a ultimate frisbee course along the river 
Dirt bike Course dirt bike track and course for non motorized bikes for all skills and ages 
Playground natural playground 
Covered picnic Shelters covered picnic shelters in various “neighborhoods” of rv park 4
Vault Toilets vault toilets in various “neighborhoods” of rv park 10
Showers and Bathhouses Showers and bathhouses  in various “neighborhoods” of rv park 5

Camping car camping and tent camping 18-20 dispersed car camping or tent camping 
sites

RV Pull through camping rv pull through and pull in parking and camping 22 pull through spaces 9 back in spaces

Tiny house eclectic cabin vacation rentals 
partner with state Architecture programs to design tiny house decatholon village 
for airbnb guests and give colleges that you partner with priority for camping 
during building 

43 spaces for tiny cabin homes

multiuser path through riparian habitat  bird watching and benches and bat towers to cut down on mosquitos- trail/ path 
for bikes, walking, running, horse back riding
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SOUTH OF HWY 69
RIFLE RANGE 

PARKING FOR RIFLE RANGE

TRAIL TO RIFLE RANGE

SHOOTING SHELTERS

BERMS FOR 100 YARD
4 LANES

BERMS FOR 200 YARD
2 LANES

BERMS FOR 300 YARD
2 LANES

BERMS FOR 400 YARD
2 LANES
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FOOD CHAIN 
GENERAL STORE 
TOP OF THE RIM 
GENERAL STORE AND RESTAURANT | REST 
STOP | OVERNIGHT CAMPING FOR RV AND 
SEMI TRUCKS | MUSHROOM BARNS AND 
GREENHOUSES FOR PRODUCTION 
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FOOD CHAIN 
GENERAL STORE 
TOP OF THE RIM 
GENERAL STORE AND RESTAURANT | REST 
STOP | OVERNIGHT CAMPING FOR RV AND 
SEMI TRUCKS | MUSHROOM BARNS AND 
GREENHOUSES FOR PRODUCTION 

HISTORIC THORNE 
RANCH CAMPGROUND 
AND RECREATION AREA
ON THE RANCH
CAMPING/ RV CAMPING/ TINY HOME HOTEL/ 
DIRT BIKE TRACK/ DISTILLERY/ PONDS FOR 
FISHING AND WATER-SPORTS/ PADDLE BOATS/ 
SUP/ CANOES/ ULTIMATE FRISBEE/ 
PLAYGROUND/ BATHHOUSES/ MULTI-USE 
RIPARIAN TRAIL 
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GENERAL STORE AND FOOD TRUCK PAD AND REST STOP 

RESTORED FARMHOUSE DISTILLERY

RIFLE RANGE 

FILL PONDS FOR FISHING AND WATERSPORTS & DOCK

ULTIMATE FRISBEE COURSE

DIRT BIKE COURSE

COVERED PICNIC SHELTERS 

CAMPING 18-20 DISPERSED CAR CAMPING OR TENT CAMPING SITES

RV PULL THROUGH CAMPING 22 PULL THROUGH SPACES 9 BACK IN SPACES

TINY HOUSE ECLECTIC CABIN VACATION RENTALS 43 SPACES FOR TINY CABIN 
HOMES
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CAMPING/ RV/ AND TINY HOME HOTEL 

ACTIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION 

HOSPITALITY / EVENT VENUE
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