
 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 25, 2024 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:20pm. Present were Councilors McCarthy, Barron, 
Linton, Primmer, Hardin, Myers, Duron, and Peterson. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Smith, 
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director Clint 
Spencer, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, Court Administrator 
Jillian Viles, HES General Manager Nate Rivera, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. The pledge of allegiance 
was given. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann asked that the Council consider moving item 14A to be heard after item 12 to accommodate 
for the majority of the public present who he believes are interested specifically in this topic. The Council 
agreed. 
 
Presentation- Audit Report  
Dennis Barnett with Barnett and Moro, P.C. apologized for the late report stating staffing changes and 
shortages in the last year have caused delays in the audit which is usually presented in October or November 
and thanked the City for their patience. Mr. Barnett stated the audit findings came back as Unmodified; 
meaning, the City has received a clean audit report indicating city staff are doing their job as there are no 
reportable issues with compliance or internal controls, all federal awards have passed review, as well as no out 
of compliance issues. 
 
After addressing Council questions, the Mayor thanked Mr. Barnett for all the work his firm performed during this 
audit process.  
 
Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 
 
Consent Agenda Items 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements 
B. Liquor License Application- Mainstreet Keg & Kork located at 395 E Main Street 
C. Public Notice of the May 21, 2024 Primary Election- Candidate Listing 
D. Minutes of the March 25th, 2024 Special City Council Meeting (attached) 
E. Minutes of the March 11th, City Council Regular Meeting 

 
Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-E. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Possible Action to Place a Question on the November 2024 Ballot related to the sale/taxation of Cannabis 
City Manager Smith presented information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding the events and 
discussions that took place leading up to this action item as outlined in the agenda packet and PowerPoint 
Presentation and recommended that the Council take no action on repealing the current ban on the sales of 
cannabis within city limits.  
 
Councilors Barron and Peterson spoke regarding why they felt voters should be given another opportunity to 
vote on this issue citing responses received from the survey, being able to capture revenue from the taxes on 
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sales, those in the community who are already partaking in the use but traveling elsewhere to purchase it, the 
coming of age of many individuals who were unable to vote prior but can now, receiving no negative feedback 
from Council members in Pendleton and other cities who allow cannabis sales, and more. Councilor Linton 
expressed her support in allowing the question to be presented to voters due to medicinal reasons and being 
safer to consume if sold in legal shops instead of being sold elsewhere then possibly laced with other illegal 
substances that could have negative impacts and cause death when consumed. 
 
Councilors Primmer, Myers, Hardin, and Duron disagreed stating voters have already chosen not to allow the 
sales of marijuana inside the City and the Council should respect this decision, as well as voiced their concerns 
regarding the negative impacts this would have on youth, families, and the overall community. If there is an 
individual or group who feel strong enough to want to see it on the ballot, they have the right to file an 
initiative. 
  
City Manager Smith outlined the Initiative Petition for those interested in starting this process, as well as 
addressed questions from the Council regarding the City’s role and other options the City has with the Initiative 
Petition process. 
 
Public Comment 
James Hurst (Representing the Hermiston School District Board of Directors- letter attached), Manuel Gutierrez 
(750 E Quince Ave), Josh Roberts (1709 NE 6th Pl), Jon Lorence and Dean Fialka (Representing Good Shephard 
Health Care System Board of Trustees and Good Shephard Community Health Foundation Board- letter 
attached), Josiah Barron (Representing the Umatilla School District Board Members and Board Advisors- letter 
attached), Jenny Galloway (4607 SW Perkins Ave, Pendleton), Irma De Anda (750 E Quince Ave), Liz Marvin 
(1725 E Highland Ave- signatures attached from Dawn Bissinger), and Mark McPherson (email attached)- Asked 
that the Council vote no in allowing a ballot vote of cannabis sales within City Limits due to various reasons 
including: the negative impacts it will have on youth, families, and the overall community now and in the 
future, declining school attendance, increased crime, negative health implications, being mindful of the 
message this gives Hermiston, the large percentage of Pendleton residents who wish they would have never 
voted in favor of cannabis sales, although additional revenues are needed the community does not need drug 
money and gave comparisons to Mexican cartels who only care about money and profiting from those who 
are addicted, cannabis being a gateway drug, respecting the vote of the people who have already voted no on 
this issue, 99% of children in foster care are there due to parents involvement in drugs, allowing sales will make 
it easier for children to have access, and more.      
 
Alberto Munoz (1480 NE Kenna Dr), Donna Mathis (PO Box 825), Scott Wadekamper (1530 SW Riverhill Dr) 
Miranda Hainsworth (521 NE Aspen Dr), and Jody Miller (email attached)- Asked that the Council vote in favor 
allowing a ballot vote of cannabis sales within City Limits due to various reasons including: capturing cannabis 
sales that are leaving the City from residents going to Pendleton and Tri-Cities, allowing cannabis sales will 
decrease the illegal sales from drug dealers profiting from youth, medicinal reasons, responses from the survey 
were in favor of this, cannabis being similar to alcohol, not being a gateway drug, safer to sell inside of City 
limits as people can’t wait to get home to use it when they drive to other cities, Oregon has already legalized 
it, and more.   
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Karen Jones (1010 W Hermiston Ave)- stated she has mixed feelings about this issue as she knows there are 
benefits for those struggling with pain and the like, but has also had circumstances where two drug houses 
have been in her neighborhood and the burden that was for all neighbors. Although it would be a benefit to 
have less drug houses and legal dispensaries, she has concerns on how this will impact the youth. Ms. Jones 
stated she values the opinion of the Police Department and asked that the police be involved in this decision 
to give information about how they believe this will impact our community. 
 
Councilor Duron asked Chief Edmiston and Court Administrator Viles to speak about their professional opinions 
regarding dealing with impacts from the sales and use of cannabis.  
 
Chief Edmiston stated since the passage of Measure 110 there has been an 59% increase of property crime 
and does not feel the Council should vote in favor of possibly allowing sales inside city limits. 
 
Court Administrator Viles stated prior to her employment with the City, she was working for the Umatilla 
County Drug Court Program for 4.5 years; most of individuals in this program started using cannabis and then 
fell into use of meth, heroine, and/or fentanyl as they weren’t able to get a good enough high from cannabis. 
Court Administrator Viles stated she has seen a surprisingly large number of minors-in-possession charges 
coming from cannabis sales that are mostly happening at school or at properties near school. 
 
After further comments from the Council, Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to follow 
Option #1 as recommended by city staff and take no action on repealing the current ban on the sale of cannabis 
within the City of Hermiston. Councilors McCarthy, Barron, Linton, Primmer, Myers, Hardin, and Duron voted 
in favor; Councilor Peterson voted against. Motion carried 7-1. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann thanked all those who attended and commented on this issue stating our youth is the most 
important thing to consider when deliberating on issues and he is happy that the Council made this decision.  
 
Resolution No. 2318 – Gladys & Main Water Line Replacement 
Assistant City Manager Morgan gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding awarding a 
construction contract to Culbert Construction, Inc for water main line and roadway replacements in various 
locations on Gladys and Hurlburt Ave. and Main St.  
 
After further discussion, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to approve Resolution 
No. 2318 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Possible Action to Adopt a Facility Naming Rights Policy - See Work Session Information 
City Manager Smith presented and reviewed the newest revised proposed policy with suggested updates from 
the City Council as addressed in the work session meeting (attached).  
 
Public Comment 
Karen Jones (1010 W. Hermiston Ave)- Asked that the Council consider how parks received their name, stating 
parks were named in dedication of individuals who made significant contributions to the community, like Dr. 
Belt and Pastor Greenwood and would hate to see this go away. Ms. Jones stated she understands that 
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additional revenue is needed but suggested naming be something like, Belt Park Sponsored by ___________. 
And suggested that placards be placed at each park with information about how and why the park came to be 
along with information about the park naming to embrace and celebrate those people who contributed to our 
community. 
 
After further discussion, Councilor Linton moved, and Councilor Peterson seconded to table this decision to a 
future meeting. Councilors Barron, Linton, and Peterson voted in favor; Councilors McCarthy, Primmer, Myers, 
Hardin, and Duron voted against. Motion failed 5-3. Councilor McCarthy moved, and Councilor Myers 
seconded to approve the newest version of the proposed policy as amended and emailed to the Council. 
Councilors McCarthy, Primmer, Myers, Hardin, Duron, and Peterson voted in favor; Councilors Barron and 
Linton voted against. Motion carried 6-2.  
 
Adoption of 2024 Council Goal Setting Report  
City Manager Smith gave a brief overview of the Council Goal Setting Report as presented by SSW Consulting 
in the agenda packet and established during the Council retreat held earlier this year in January to direct staff 
on Council priorities for the coming years. 
 
After Council discussion, Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to adopt the 2024 Council 
Goal Setting Report as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
Councilor Linton stated she wanted to make a motion to rescind Ordinance No. 2352 entitled Business License. 
 
After some Council and staff discussion, it was decided that staff would research this issue due to Ordinance 
noticing requirements and return to the Council at the next meeting with more information regarding this 
matter.  
 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee- Councilor Myers and Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz 
stated the Committee received information and updates regarding: possible Pickleball Courts at Theater Sports 
Park, May 11th Skate Park Ribbon Cutting, HEROS Tournament this weekend, and Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
Butte Park. 
 
Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC)- Councilor Duron stated the Committee heard updates from Stepping 
Stones Alliance including the need for volunteers and fundraising efforts, as well as updates from the Cinco de 
Mayo 501c3 Committee (not a City Committee) regarding their planning efforts, and HAC’s decision to host a 
first annual Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration later this year.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding the successful ribbon cutting event at River’s Edge Acute Center for Healing 
(REACH) from Community Counseling Solutions (CCS) and the wonderful resource this is for the community 
and thanked CCS, Representative Greg Smith, and all those involved in making this happen. 
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Council Reports  
Councilor Linton asked if the Council could hear about reserving a jail bed with Umatilla County from Municipal 
Judge Bendixsen at an upcoming meeting and briefly spoke regarding her attendance at the National League 
of Cities (NLC) Conference. 
 
Staff stated they would work to schedule a presentation regarding the jail bed subject. 
 
Councilor McCarthy stated he also attended the NLC Conference and was thankful for all that he learned, as 
well as encouraged the public to tune into the Candidate Forum on April 4th at 6pm in Council Chambers in 
Hermiston City Hall. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann thanked Councilors Linton, McCarthy, and City Manager Smith for their attendance and 
representation at the NLC Conference. 
 
Councilor Barron echoed Mayor Drotzmann sentiments regarding the REACH Center. 
 
Youth Advisory Report 
None present. 
 
City Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith suggested motorists avoid the intersection of 4th and Main due to restriping and stated 
the 2nd St Gateway Project is expected to be under construction for the next 90 days. 
 
Adjournment 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the City Council meeting at 9:57pm as there was no other business. 
 

       SIGNED: 
 
             
       Dr. David Drotzmann, Mayor  

ATTEST: 
          _____ 

Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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Mayor Drotzmann called the special meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors McCarthy, Barron, 
Linton, Primmer, Hardin, Myers, Duron, and Peterson. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director Clint 
Spencer, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, HES General Manager Nate Rivera, Parks and Recreation Director 
Brandon Artz, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. 
 
Public Hearing- 2024 Community Development Block Grant from Business Oregon  
Hearing no conflicts of interest from the Council, City Manager Smith read the hearing guidelines and Mayor 
Drotzmann opened the hearing at 7:00pm. 
 
City Manager Smith read aloud the Public Notice and Notice of Public Hearing information. 
 
City Recorder Alarcon-Strong read aloud the Public Notice and Notice of Public Hearing information in Spanish. 
 
City Manager Smith gave information regarding the proposed Community Development Block Grant from 
Business Oregon for the construction of a building addition at Agape which will increase their furniture, 
clothing, and food store capacity to be able to distribute items to low-income individuals and families in and 
around the City of Hermiston. 
 
Public Testimony 
Mark Gomolski, Executive Director of Agape House, stated approval of this grant would help all area residents 
as the current buildings size is not adequate. Thanked the Council for the opportunity to work on this grant. 
 
Karen Jones (1010 W Hermiston Ave)- Stated she hopes the City will approve this asset to the community. 
 
There were no others present who wished to give public testimony and the hearing was closed at 7:13pm. 
 
Adjournment 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the Special City Council meeting at 7:14pm and stated the Council will take a 
short recess before convening the Regular City Council Meeting at 7:20pm.  
 

       SIGNED: 
 
             
       Dr. David Drotzmann, Mayor  

ATTEST: 
          _____ 

Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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From: City of Hermiston Meetings
To: Byron Smith; David Drotzmann; David McCarthy; Doug Primmer; Jackie Linton; Jackie Myers; Lilly Alarcon-

Strong; Maria Duron; Mark Morgan; Nancy Peterson; Rich Tovey; Rodney Hardin; Roy Barron
Subject: Fw: Cannabis
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 5:57:48 PM

FYI

From: Mark Mcpherson <markemcp@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 23, 2024 8:36 PM
To: City of Hermiston Meetings <meetings@hermiston.gov>
Subject: Cannabis

[You don't often get email from markemcp@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  - STOP and VERIFY - This message came from outside of the City of
Hermiston
________________________________

Please do not bring in a dispensary. Despite what many think, recreational cannabis is not healthy. I
provide anesthesia at Good Shepherd and this drug makes it much more difficult to provide adequate
anesthesia to patients. I believe it will also result in more minors being exposed to this drug earlier
on while they are still developing their brains. Please vote no.

Mark McPherson, CRNA
Hermiston, Oregon Resident and tax payer.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: City of Hermiston Meetings
To: Nancy Peterson; Jackie Myers; Doug Primmer; David Drotzmann; Mark Morgan; Maria Duron; Roy Barron;

Rodney Hardin; Rich Tovey; Byron Smith; Lilly Alarcon-Strong; Jackie Linton; David McCarthy
Subject: Fw: Commercial Cannabis Ballet
Date: Monday, March 25, 2024 5:58:06 PM

FYI

From: Jody Miller <jmiller30@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 12:34 AM
To: City of Hermiston Meetings <meetings@hermiston.gov>
Subject: Commercial Cannabis Ballet

You don't often get email from jmiller30@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  - STOP and VERIFY - This message came
from outside of the City of Hermiston 

I am unable to attend this meeting due to my physical limitations. It would be very painful to
sit through the meeting so I am writing instead.

Dear City Council,
Please re consider cannabis sales in Hermiston. Here are a few personal reasons I would like
to see this happen.
1. I suffer from chronic pain. I have fibromyalgia, herniated discs in my neck, chronic knee
pain syringomyelia (fluid filled cyst) inside my spinal cord from T5-T9 approximately 5
inches long and degenerative disc disease.
Getting a pain pill is impossible . The nearest pain clinic my insurance will cover is in Hood
River 122 miles away. Traveling that far is not only expensive but very painful for me. Here
locally the doctors only offer gabapentin or similar drugs that Im allergic to. This leaves me
very limited options for pain control. I currently travel to Pendleton to purchase my cbd/thc
tinctures. It would be nice to be able to purchase them locally.

Other reasons to allow a dispensary locally would be the jobs it would create, revenue and
taxes for our community.

Thank you for your time and consideration 
Jody Miller
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Effective March 25, 2024a 

A POLICY FOR NAMING/RENAMING CITY FACILITIES AND PARKS 
INCLUDING COMMERCIAL NAMING RIGHTS 

1. Definition.:
1. a. Facilities and Parks. A facility refers to any structure or designated
area that supports recreational/educational activities and amenities for
public use. These can include buildings (including community centers),
rooms in buildings, parks, garden areas, playgrounds, sports fields (like
soccer, baseball, or football fields), courts, picnic areas, shelters or
pavilions, walking or cycling paths, restrooms, and swimming pools. The
purpose of facilities is to enhance the recreation, provide spaces for
physical activity and community gatherings, and promote the overall well-
being of community members.

b. Non-facilities.  Items or features within an area or park that do not fall under the
definition of a facility typically include natural features and landscaping elements
such as trees, lawns, natural bodies of water (lakes, rivers, ponds), undeveloped
land, and general open space areas. Additionally, small, non-structural amenities
like park benches, signage, waste receptacles, and minor decorative elements are
not considered facilities and fall under City Manager policy.

2. Policies and procedures for naming parks/facilities operated by the City.
a. Naming Objectives:

i. Identify the site/facility/area and create a site image.
ii. Provide a geographic location for the site/facility that could assist the public

in easily locating a specific site within a park.
iii. Recognize those individuals/organizations that develop facilities/areas for

public use.
iv. Honor a person for historical or commemorative reasons.
v. Carry current values into the future.
vi. Provide for added or enhanced development through the purchase of naming

rights by commercial businesses, private individuals, or civic groups.

b. Procedure for naming new facilities/parks/areas or renaming existing
facilities/parks/areas:
i. Staff or community member(s) propose name or new name.
ii. Appropriate city committee with jurisdiction uses guidelines provided in

section c below to evaluate proposals for facility/park naming/renaming.
iii. Appropriate city committee recommends a name for park/facility.
iv. City Council approves name and any naming rights agreement.

c. Guidelines and/or considerations to be used for naming or renaming
facilities/parks:
i. Be imaginative and creative.
ii. Utilize names of cultural places or features, i.e. streets, schools.

Formatted: Indent: Left:  1",  No bullets or numbering

Formatted: Underline
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Effective March 25, 2024a 

iii. Name after historic sites, events, or persons.
iv. Geographic or natural features, i.e. creeks, hills, or vegetation.
v. Names should express appreciation, educate, or convey historical

significance.
1. Living People:

a. When 50 percent of the value of the park land, facility, or area is
donated, or

b. When "substantially all" of the development is donated, or
c. When public individuals have made a significant contribution over a

long period of time to, or
d. When public individuals have special interest in the park and/or other

facility.
e. When a person is determined to have played an essential role in the

evolution of the facility or area.
2. Deceased People:

a. When it is appropriate to name a facility/park in honor of a deceased
person, it may be a war or civilian hero or a person who has made a
major contribution to the community and/or who has been
instrumental in acquiring or developing the facility/park area. The
name of a deceased person for a facility/park should not be
considered until 6 months after the date of the death of that person
and should be considered only if deemed appropriate.

3. Organizations:
a. When 50 percent of the value of the parkland, facility or area is

donated, or
b. When substantially all the development is donated.
c. When a donation has been "deemed significant" in the development

of a facility or area.
vi. Commercial Naming Rights:

1. When a negotiated percent of the facility/park/area is donated, or
2. When a negotiated amount of funding is provided for the development or

enhancement of the park/facility/area.
vii. Naming rights to facilities and programs will not be allowed for alcoholic

beverages, tobacco products and other businesses that do not reflect the
wholesome nature of the facility and services provided and do not represent
the mission and values of the City of Hermiston.

viii. Length of rights will be determined through a negotiated contract, which will
be approved by the City Council.

ix. Avoid duplication with other names in the state and surrounding areas.
x. The City of Hermiston reserves the right to refuse contributions.
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