
 
CITY COUNCIL &  

URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 24, 2025 

Mayor Primmer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hayward, Roberts, 
McCarthy, Duron, Myers, Kelso, and Barron. Councilor Linton was excused. City Staff in attendance 
included: City Manager Byron Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, 
Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, Chief Jason Edmiston, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, 
Planning Director Clint Spencer, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. 
The pledge of allegiance was given.   
 
Presentation- PATH/Stepping Stones Alliance 
Executive Director Jesalyn Cole reviewed the Stepping Stones Alliance Annual Report (located in the 
agenda packet), encouraged all to attend the Enchanted Garden themed 2nd Annual Fundraising Gala 
scheduled for October 11th, as well as answered questions from the Council regarding posting personal 
success video stories on social media that have been played in other venues and considering sharing a 
video tour of the site. Executive Director Jesalyn Cole stated Stepping Stones gives frequent on-site tours 
and is open to creating a video tour and sharing that to social media as well. In regards to sharing personal 
success stories online, permission to share those videos were only given for specific events two of which 
were the 1st Annual Fundraising Gala and at a Rotary meeting. 
 
Councilors Kelso, Roberts, and Mayor Primmer thanked Executive Director Jesalyn Cole for the work she 
and her team do as it’s not just a job but is in the heart and soul of people and helps create hope to those 
who desperately need it.  
 
City Manager Smith stated PATH Project/Stepping Stones Alliance are planning to bring individuals who 
are willing to share their success stories, at the next legislative session, to hopefully gain awareness of the 
success of this program and obtain needed funding. 
 
Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 
 
Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-E, to 
include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements  
B. Parks and Recreation Committee Recommendation Appointments for Remaining 3- year terms 

ending October 31, 2027, Position 1, Jay Ego and term ending October 31, 2026, Position 7 Douglas 
Minton.  

C. Final Plat - Hermiston Christian Center 4N2816BA Tax Lot 100 - 1825 W Highland Ave  
D. Final Plat - Henry K's Addition Phase 1 4N2813 Tax Lots 200 & 500 - 1295 SE 10th St  
E. Minutes of the February 10th City Council Regular Meeting 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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Resolution No. 2355- Contract Award: Aquifer Storage & Recovery Improvements Phase 1 &  
Resolution No. 2356- Water Service Agreement with Amazon Data Services, Inc.  
Councilor Hayward declared a conflict of interest regarding Resolution No. 2355- Contract Award: Aquifer 
Storage & Recovery Improvements Phase 1 and Resolution No. 2356- Water Service Agreement with 
Amazon Data Services, Inc. as he works for AWS and left Council Chambers. 
 
Assistant City Manager Morgan stated he would be presenting both resolutions at the same time as they 
pertain to the same water supply agreement topic (PowerPoint Presentation attached). If the agreement 
is approved, the company will pay for 100% of all construction costs, will allow for a net increase in City 
drinking water by 100 million gallons during the City’s peak summer demand while leaving additional 
millions of gallons of treated water into the City’s aquifer for future community use, all while paying the 
exact same water rates as all other customers in the community. 
 
After further discussion and answering questions from the Council, Councilor Barron moved and Councilor 
McCarthy seconded to approve Resolution No. 2355 and lay upon the record. Motion carried 
unanimously. Councilor Myers moved and Councilor Kelso seconded to approve Resolution No. 2356 and 
lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilor Hayward returned to Council Chambers and his seat at the dais. 
 
Resolution No. 2357- Initiates the Urban Growth Boundary Amendment 
Planning Director Spencer stated this item was presented during the work session and if approved would 
allow staff to complete paperwork to begin this process. 
 
Councilor Barron moved and Councilor Roberts seconded to approve Resolution No. 2357 and lay upon 
the record. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion of Business License Ordinance and Non-profit Exemption 
Mayor Primmer stated this item was voted on by the Council at the last meeting to be discussed. 
 
City Manager Smith spoke regarding the staff report which addresses the concerns mentioned by Pastor 
Dean Hackett and communication with him regarding this topic. City Manager Smith reiterated that this 
ordinance is not unconstitutional, and fee exemptions were created that mimic all other cities with 
business licenses in the area. No fines are being imposed for failure to register; the City just wants to gain 
a clear picture of that businesses and organizations are operating within the City. 
 
Public Comment 
Dean Hackett, 11th Place- Apologized for not being able to meet with City staff as originally intended and 
asked that the Council consider exempting churches and religious organizations from registering as 
regulations, no matter how innocent they appear, once in place, can change and become a problem 
although that may not have been the original intention. Mr. Hackett also mentioned that there are other 
regulations and codes handled by fire and building inspectors that are in place and therefore a business 
license is again not necessary. 
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Councilors Roberts and Hayward expressed their respect for Pastor Hackett and spoke regarding their 
belief that the business license ordinance was not unconstitutional and should be left as-is as it is also a 
great resource for community members who are looking to be involved in non-profit organizations or 
trying to find a church to belong to. 
 
Councilor Kelso stated he did not see the benefit of asking non-profit organizations to register if the City 
will not be enforcing the process and believes the City should exclude churches and non-profits from 
registering. 
 
Councilor Roberts moved and Councilor Myers seconded to leave the ordinance as-is and take no action. 
Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, and Barron voted in favor; Councilors Duron and Kelso 
voted against. Motion carried 5-2. 
 
Monthly Financial Report for January 2025 
City Manager Smith, Assistant City Manager Morgan, and Finance Director Palacios presented 
(PowerPoint Presentation attached) the January 2025 Monthly Financial Report. Finance Director Palacios 
apologized for the wrong year on the presentation stating it should read 2025, not 2024, and City Manager 
Smith stated apologized for not removing the last slide of the document which does not apply to this 
month’s financial report. 
 
After addressing questions from the Council, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Hayward seconded 
to accept the January 2025 Monthly Financial Report as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated he attended the Immigration Information Session 
hosted by HAC at the Community Center the previous Sunday, stating the information given was very 
informative, factual and hopes this great information can calm tensions and thanked HAC for putting on 
the event. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Primmer stated he and Councilor Linton attended Congressman’s Cliff Bentz recent Town Hall 
meeting in Pendleton. The meeting was very contentious; however, a former Umatilla National Forest 
employee spoke regarding the recent federal employee layoffs and did a phenomenal job. 
 
Council President’s Report 
Council President McCarthy spoke regarding: 

• Announced that the Father-Daughter Dance is March 22nd. Tickets can be purchased at the 
Community Center 

• Because many have asked- his bones have healed, and he is regaining his strength from his recent 
accident 
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Council Reports 
Councilor Kelso moved and Councilor Roberts seconded to ask staff to gather information and return to 
the council at a future meeting regarding possible implementation of restrictions or specific zoning or 
business license regulations of adult businesses inside of city limits. Motion carried unanimously. 

Councilor Barron spoke regarding the successful Open House and Ribbon Cutting Celebration of the 
Harkenrider Center and commented on was a great space it is for the community to use. 

Mayor Primmer agreed and thanked the Parks and Recreation Department for a job well done. 

Youth Advisory Report 
None present. 

City Manager’s Report 
None given. 

Adjourn City Council Meeting and Convene Urban Renewal Agency Meeting 
There was no other business and Mayor Primmer adjourned the regular City Council meeting at 8:36pm 
and immediately convened the Urban Renewal Agency meeting. 

HURA Façade Grant- Hermiston Masonic Lodge #138 4N2810DA TL 104000 – 200 W Orchard Ave 
Planning Director Spencer spoke regarding a façade grant application for exterior and signage 
improvements to property located at 200 W Orchard Ave.  

After further discussion and answering questions from the members, Member Roberts moved and 
Member Kelso seconded to approve the grant award of 50% instead of 40% stating that although they 
deeply respect the Planning Departments recommendation, they feel that the additional grant award will 
greatly improve the area and also give much needed lighting. Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn Urban Renewal Agency Meeting 
There was no other business and Chair Primmer adjourned the Urban Renewal Agency meeting at 8:40pm. 

SIGNED: 

Doug Primmer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_________ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, City Recorder 
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