
Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
June 17, 2024 

Chair Jose Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Committee members present were Mark Gomolski, 
Jessica De La Cruz, Jesse Roa, and Alberto Munoz. Also present was Council Representative Maria Duron and 
City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Councilor Roy Barron was not present.  The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Meeting Minutes 
Mark moved and Alberto seconded to approve the minutes of the May meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

Eastern Oregon Mission Information (Agape House & Martha’s House) 
Representatives from Agape House, Cathy Putnam, and Martha’s House, Stephen Boulton, spoke regarding: 
Agape House: Limited ours because of their limited staff and volunteers, farm worker program, helping people 
in need with specific requests, backpack program, and giving information regarding funding stating they are not 
government funded, the funding they receive is from the community and grants, money raised from their yard 
sales and sales in their onsite store go back into Agape House for community resources, monthly food boxes 
that are given, and more (handout attached). 
Martha’s House: There are 18 rooms total with 7 vacancies. Applicants and residents must be drug and alcohol 
free and are given UA’s, residents are helped with resources and are kept accountable to find permanent 
employment and housing as Martha’s House is not meant to be long-term housing, the typical stay is 3-6 months 
but can be longer if needed. Single females and families can qualify, but single men cannot. Verbal translation 
is available, but help is needed translating forms and with their mentoring program. 

The Committee thanked Cathy and Stephen for attending and providing all the information. Jessica volunteered 
to provide written translation services for Martha’s House and Jesse suggested they push out more information 
about their needs on social media and by reaching out to faith-based groups. 

Cathy thanked Jesse but stated that many things have changed due to Covid and some of these suggestions 
have been tried and retried, but various community organizations are gathering to help build a data base of 
services to better address what services there are and what is needed to help address donations, volunteers, 
and other needs. 

Review 2024 Committee Goal Tasks 
• Increase the Latino Vote- Women Voters of Oregon (Project Leads: Mark & Alberto)

o Mark stated he is working the Women Voters of Oregon to hold a training date for volunteers after July
in preparation of the General Election. This training will also allow volunteers to become teachers if they
choose. More information will be forthcoming.

• Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15th through October 15th) Celebration (Project Leads: Entire
Committee)
o Jose stated the Committee will continue the planning process through the Summer and leading up to

the event, which is scheduled for Sunday, Sept 22nd at Festival Street. Alberto will be leading this effort.
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Closing Comments 
Public Comments 
Virgina Rome-Garcia, Hermiston- Thanked all those who helped organize the Cinco de Mayo event stating it was 
very positive event; spoke regarding the increase in Latino graduates in the area, as well as the number of 
scholarships students in Umatilla received; invited the community to the Juneteenth event on June 22nd; and 
asked to be involved in the Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration. 

Dolorez Veliz, Hermiston- Asked questions regarding Martha’s House which were answered by the Property 
Manager present, and asked Jose and Mark regarding money raised from the Hispanic Business Network Alliance 
(not a City organization).  

Mark stated he did not have this information with him. 

Youth Representatives 
None present. 

City Representatives  
Maria spoke on the following: 

• Marijuana Petition Update
• Adopted City Budget
• Recycling Update
• Civic Leadership Academy
• Business License implementation
• Stepping Stones Alliance needs and ways to volunteer or be involved in other ways

Committee Comments 
Jose spoke regarding Grupo El Puente who will meet June 23rd to help people with any and all addiction. The 
event is in Spanish and entertainment will be provided. Flyer attached. 

Next Meeting 
Next Meeting: Monday, September 16 at 7:00pm at City Hall Council Chambers. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:19pm. 
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