
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

October 23, 2023 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:02pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, Peterson, 
Primmer, Linton, Barron, Duron, and McCarthy. Councilor Myers was excused. Staff in attendance included: 
City Manager Byron Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, 
Planning Director Clint Spencer, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-
Strong. Youth Advisors Present were Yaneisy Perez and Jeannine Heredia. The pledge of allegiance was given. 
 
Presentation- Hispanic Heritage Month & Grupo Reje 
Councilor Barron stated in celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15th through October 15th 
Grupo Reje will be playing a song representing Hispanic culture. Each member of the group are individuals who 
were raised and continue living in Hermiston.  
 
Grupo Reje introduced themselves, thanked the City for allowing them to attend and share their music, and 
played a song. (applause from the audience) 
 
Presentation- Community Counseling Solutions (CCS) 
Kimberly Lindsay, CCS Executive Director, presented information (handouts attached) regarding: CCS being 
ranked among the 100 Best Non-profits to work for in Oregon in 2023 by Oregon Business Magazine, employee 
turnover and needs, newsletter information, warm line, operating costs and funding, intake referral system 
for addiction which is different from mental crisis, partnership with the Cities of Hermiston and Pendleton on 
opioid funds program, Psychiatric Acute Care Center needs and their plan to open the facility in Spring and 
offered the Council a tour of the facility, partnership with Good Shepherd Hospital, the need for an Adolescent 
Respite Care Center as there is nowhere for adolescents to go besides the emergency room or Portland facility, 
adult care homes were purchased so current tenants wouldn’t be homeless, thanked the Umatilla County 
Sheriff’s Office for their partnership of a Jail Program for Suboxone, and more.  
 
Executive Director Lindsay thanked the Council for allowing them to provide these services to the community 
stating they are passionate and love for what they do. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann thanked CCS for giving relief to the community by providing these services while facing 
many challenges. 
 
Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 
 
Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Linton moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-D to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements   
B. Appointment Confirmation of Casey Hinkley for: Library Board, Position #5- term ending 06/30/2027  
C. Final Plat Cimmaron Terrace Phase IV 4N2802DB Tax Lot 101- NE 8th Place  
D. Minutes of the October 9th City Council Work Session & Regular Meetings 

Motion carried unanimously.  
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Ordinance No. 2350 – Amending Chapter 97 of the Hermiston Municipal Code 
City Manager Smith gave information regarding updating the Ordinance to include suggested amendments 
clarifying vehicle camping. 
 
Public Comment 
Phillip Spicerkuhn, Hermiston- Thanked the City for giving Stepping Stones Alliance notice of this proposed 
Ordinance as no notice was given for the September 11th Meeting when this Ordinance was originally 
discussed; and thanked the City for their support of Stepping Stones Alliance. 
 
After some discussion, Mayor Drotzmann requested that the first reading be by title only.  Hearing no 
opposition, City Attorney Richard Tovey read the ordinance by title only.  Mayor Drotzmann requested that 
the ordinance be put on for final adoption at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only.  After 
City Attorney Richard Tovey read the ordinance by title only, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor 
Primmer seconded that Ordinance No. 2350 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the 
City Council. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 2292- Review and Approval of Building Code Updates 
City Manager Smith gave information regarding building code updates as required by the State of Oregon.  
 
After some discussion, Councilor Duron moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to approve Resolution No. 
2292 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 2293- Award contract for constructing SE 9th Street (E Penney Ave. to Feedville Road). 
Assistant City Manager Morgan gave information regarding awarding Culbert Construction, Inc. the 
construction contract for a new section of road, curb, gutter, sidewalk, sewer lift-station, extension of gravity 
sewer main, and water main for public improvements. 
 
After some discussion, Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Resolution No. 
2293 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 2294- Contract Award North Hermiston Drain Piping 
Assistant City Manager Morgan gave information regarding awarding Odyssey Contracting the construction 
contract for trenching and installing drainage pipe located between Theater Sports Park, Theater Lane, and Kopacz 
Nursery. 
 
Public Comment 
Phillip Spicerkuhn, Hermiston- Stated he felt it would be best to have incorporated some sort of water feature 
in this park instead of piping the water off. 
 
After some discussion, Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Resolution No. 2294 
and lay upon the record. Councilors Hardin, Peterson, Primmer, Barron, Duron, and McCarthy voted in favor, 
Councilor Linton voted against; motion carried 6-1. 
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Resolution No. 2295 – Updated IGA with City of Pendleton for IT Services 
City Manager Smith gave information regarding updating the City of Pendleton’s agreement for IT services. 
 
After some discussion, Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Resolution No. 
2295 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann stated the City received recognition and a prestigious award nomination at the LOC 
Conference for the great IT partnerships the City has created within the region.  
 
September 2023 Financial Report 
Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to accept the September Financial Report as 
presented by City Manager Smith. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
Parks & Recreation Committee- Councilor McCarthy gave information regarding: Teen Adventure Park 
updates, Tree Lighting on 11/30, and Treats on Main on 10/31. 
Public Safety Committee- Councilor Primmer stated this Committee met today and heard information from 
Chief Edmiston and Umatilla County Sheriff Terry Rowan regarding: crime, staffing, Tip411, training, and more. 
Councilor Primmer stated the Police Department continues to do great work. 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated the Committee heard information regarding: the 
newest committee member and youth advisors, as well as the new owners from Grocery Outlet. The 
Committee will also be brainstorming ideas to be more involved in community events. 
Mayor Drotzmann asked if there would be two Cinco de Mayo events this year like last year. Councilor Barron 
stated he is unsure but believes the Committee will be working with the Cinco de Mayo 501c3 on this front. 
Library Board- Councilor Duron stated the Board heard information regarding the Architect team aligning the 
community’s ideas and thoughts into their overall plans. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding:  

• LOC meetings that he and City Manager Smith spoke in which had great attendance 
• Small Cities meeting in LaGrande 

 
Council Reports  
Councilor Peterson spoke regarding accepting a position on the Board of Director for the LOC’s Woman’s 
Caucus and Oregon Disability Commission and the desire to give feedback and make changes. 
 
Councilor Primmer stated he was able to attend an Oregon Elected Officials Tour of the Handford Site. The 
tour was very interesting and he’s grateful he had the opportunity to attend. 
 
Councilor Linton stated planning has started for the MLK march and event held Monday, January 15th from 
11am to 1pm. They are hopeful that either the Mayor or City Manager Smith will be able to attend and speak 
at the event and be able to host the event at City Hall like last year.  
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Councilor Duron gave information regarding the Volunteer Fair. 
 
Councilor Barron gave information regarding more energy resources that will be coming into the area and the 
positive outcomes it will bring to the community. 
 
Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding ribbon cutting events held in the community and let the Council know he 
will be unable to attend the next meeting as their family is taking a trip to celebrate the official adoption of 
their foster children. 
 
The Council congratulated Councilor McCarthy on his families adoption news. 
 
Councilor Linton encouraged the public to attend the Foster Care Advocacy night at Zeal Church Tuesday, 
October 24 at 6:30pm. 
  
Youth Advisory Report 
Jeannine Heredia gave information regarding: the High School’s Trick or Treating event and the free admission 
to the football game to any child that dresses up for Halloween and encouraged the public to attend the High 
School’s CLUE play from the Theater Department. 
 
City Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith asked that the Council and audience be cautious as there is an accident on Glady’s Ave 
and gave information regarding the Volunteer Fair.  
 
Adjournment 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the City Council meeting at 8:58pm. 
 

       SIGNED: 
 
             
       Doug Primmer, Council President  

ATTEST: 
          _____ 

Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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Project Description 

• 100% Funded by A WS
• -3,800' of new Water Main

• -3,800' of new Sewer Main

• -3,800' of new roadway
October 23, 2023 City Council • I New Sewer Lift Station
_

,, ' ···f"' 

.,-_, � ' . ., \ 
-

HERMISTON ""'MM! 

South Hermiston Industrial Park 
·,··- ·· 1
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Bids Received: 

• 8 Total Bids Received

• Lowest 3:
• Culbert Construction:

• Premier Excavation:

• Nelson Construction:

• Engineer's Estimate:
• $3,150,000

$2,496,117.07 

$2,544,625.60 

$2,678,678.00 
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Res. ZZ94: Theater Park Drain 

October 23, 2023 City Council 

" 

HERMISTON 

-,-(ijb--:i 

Project Description 

• Piping ~l,300' of UHermiston Drain" by Theater
Sports Park
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Theater /Geer Looking East: Z019 Theater/ Geer Looking East: Z0Z3 

NW Hermiston: 2017 
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Theater Park: Conceptual Future 
Enhancements 

--� / 
. - - ., .
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NW Hermiston: Future 
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Theater /Geer Looking East: 2019 
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Theater /Geer Looking East: ZOZ3 

Additional City Work 

- Finish Fill
• -20,000CY
• -$150,000 Saved
• Labor from:

• Street
• Water
• Sewer
• Pa.-ks

- Ameniti,es
• TBD Future

- Minimum Cover
• City Supplied

Fill

- Construction
• Nov. - March

Bids Received: 
I 

• 6 Total Bids Received

• Lowest 3:
• Odyssey Contracting:
• JQ._Construction:

• James Dean Construction:

• Engineer's Estimate:
• $175,000

$157,000 
$214,785 

$328,150 
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