
CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2026 

Mayor Primmer called the joint City Council and Planning Commission work session meeting to order at 
6:00pm. Present were Councilors Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron (arrived at 6:13pm), Linton, Barron, 
and Kelso. Councilor Hayward was excused. Planning Commissioners Janizee Serrano, Brian Misner, Ben 
Doherty, Dean Fialka, and Derek Caplinger. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron Smith, 
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Richard Tovey, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, 
Police Chief Jason Edmiston, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Assistant Planner Heather La Beau, and City 
Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  

Mayor Primmer announced Audio/Visual issues with YouTube and stated City Recorder Alarcon-Strong 
will be working to correct these issues during the meeting. 

Hermiston Transportation System Plan Update and Recommendations 
Planning Director Clint Spencer introduced Nick Foster from Kittelson & Associates, Marcy McInelly from 
Urbsworks, and Cherly Jarvis-Smith from ODOT and presented information (PowerPoint Presentation 
attached) regarding: 

• Transportation System Plan Project Overview- project process timeline, different transportation
options, roadway owners inside of city limits and urban growth boundary to include Umatilla
County and ODOT, needs, goals, prioritizing projects using guiding principles, and potential funding
sources

• Community Engagement Efforts- to include outreach made via in-person events, virtual open
houses, surveys, and Advisory Committee meetings

• Projects, Programs, and Plans- prioritizing safe routes to schools, bringing streets up to modern
standards, and improve connectivity throughout the City; highlighting potential new roadway
extensions, existing roadways, and intersection projects; reviewing pedestrian and bicycle system;
and improving bus stops throughout the city with continued support from partnership with Kayak

• Code Amendments- auditing the city’s code, recommending amendments; reviewing areas of
focus to include issues with current standards, connectivity, residential and high traffic streets

• Next Steps- Although projected final TSP was scheduled for Spring of 2026 this has been pushed
to Summer of 2026

Adjournment 
After additional discussion and answering questions from the Council and Planning Commission, Mayor 
Primmer ended the work session at 6:53pm and stated the City Council would convene for their regular 
council meeting at 7:00pm. 
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