
Hispanic Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

February 17, 2026 

Chair Jessica De La Cruz opened the Meeting at 6:00pm. Committee member Carolina Delgado was present. Member 
Jesse Roa was absent.  Also present were Council representatives Maria Duron (arrived at 6:02pm) and Jeff Kelso, as 
well as staff representative City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Youth Advisor Kari Bazan was also in attendance. The 
pledge of allegiance was given. 

Meeting Minutes 
Carolina moved and Jessica seconded to approve the January 20 meeting minutes.  Motion passed unanimously with 
Members Carolina and Jessica voting in favor.  

MLK Event- Hermiston Cultural Awareness Coalition 
Dave and Bonnie Gracia representing the Hermiston Cultural Awareness Coalition, spoke regarding January’s MLK 
event stating it was very successful with about 150 people in attendance. Dave thanked Rogers Toyota for sponsoring 
this event each year, stating the event continues to grow each year driving the Coalition to move the event to the 
Community Center as City Hall could no longer accommodate the number of attendees. The Coalition also hosts 
Reflective Conversation at The Next Chapter Book Store- where people come together to discuss specific subjects 
and host Free Zumba classes during the week. Although the name has changed to be more inclusive for all 
communities and what we stand for, the Coalition was formed 26 years ago and meets monthly at the Methodist 
church, all is welcome to attend. The Coalition continues to grow in their events to include MLK, Juneteenth, and 
Pride. All information is pushed out via Facebook and Instagram. 

Advocacy Day- Oregon Rural Action 
Brenda Flores from Oregon Rural Action and Raices y Alas gave information (attached) regarding Immigrant Justice 
House and Senate Bill information; six individuals from Umatilla County, specifically from Raices y Alas and like 
groups, traveled to the State Capital for Advocacy Day to speak with legislatures regarding these issues, however, 
because they did not make an appointment prior to attending they were only able to speak with legislative staff 
members; Free Know Your Rights Events; Emergency Family Preparedness Information and Binders; and reporting 
accurate ICE activity. 

Jessica stated she attended the Advocacy Day event and it was a great experience with many in attendance. 

Maria suggested that in the future Raices y Alas share more information and reach out to area Council Members 
prior to events such as Advocacy Day so that area communities can show support in the form of a City letter, attend 
the event, or the like. 

Heart Healthy Month- Good Shepherd Health Care System 
Elly Ranzoni, Community Health Worker with Outreach and Connextions, Good Shepherd Health Care System 
presented information (attached) regarding Heart Health Month and the many resources available to the public 
through the Connextions Program offered by Good Shepherd. 

Jeff encouraged everyone to get an MRI of their heart available at Good Shepherd Health Care System for only $80.00 
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2026 Committee Goal Setting 
Hearing no other comments or suggestions from the Committee or public, Carolina moved and Jessica seconded to 
accept the following 2026 Committee Goals as discussed at last month’s meeting:   

• Voter registration 
• Encourage and support the Cinco de Mayo Committee to include a Pageant in their event (Cinco de Mayo is 

not a City Event) 
• Community Engagement 
• Event Visibility- HAC branded items  

Motion carried unanimously with Carolina and Jessica in favor. 
 
Closing Comments  
Public Comments 
Virginia Rome Garcia, 435 SE Sunset Drive- congratulated Jessica and Carolina in their new leadership roles in this 
Committee and thanked them for their involvement in the community. Virginia expressed concern regarding illegal 
food vendors who are low income and trying to make additional income and wondered how the City is going to 
handle illegal vending and pushing out this information to Latinos. 
 
Lilly stated for the last year that illegal vending has greatly increased, the City and Umatilla County Health 
Department have been focusing on Education vs Enforcement, meaning staff has given information to illegal vendors 
via verbally in-person and in writing both, as well as the public in general in both English and Spanish.  
 
Committee Comments 
None given. 
 
Youth Representatives 
Kari Bazan spoke regarding: 

• The many accomplishments from FBLA, FFA, Key Club, FFCLA, and many sports teams 
• HHS Grease Musical 
• Community Blood Drive 
• Kindness Week 
• Health Care Event at EOTEC 

 
City Representatives  
Maria and Jeff spoke regarding: 

• Bridge at Punkin Center Road 
• Agape House Storage  
• I Love My City event 
• City Chat on March 17th from 10am to 12pm at Hacienda West Apartments 

 
Next Meeting 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 17th at 6pm at City Hall.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:52pm. 
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