
CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 12, 2022 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, Spicerkuhn, 
Peterson, Davis, Myers, Barron, and Duron. Council President Primmer was excused. Judge Creasing was in 
attendance, as well as staff to include: City Manager Byron Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City 
Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon 
Artz, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  Youth Advisory Members were not in attendance. The pledge of 
allegiance was given.  

Presentation- Hermiston School District Updates 
Assistant Superintendent Jake Bacon gave HSD updates, to include: Elementary school ribbon cutting 
ceremonies, High School construction and parking, monitoring air quality for outside activities and events (due 
to smoke), student enrollment numbers, currently over 300 students are involved in extracurricular activities, 
7th and 8th grade sport will be incorporating soccer, softball and baseball this year, student dress code, 
Amazon’s Think Big Space Program partnership with BMCC and HSD, and the recent elementary school 
boundary changes. 

Presentation- Community Counseling Solutions Update 
Executive Director Kimberly Lindsay gave CCS information (attached) regarding: Their one-year anniversary 
providing addiction services in Hermiston, December will mark a one-year anniversary for providing mental 
health services in Hermiston; staff shortages, including bilingual staff needs, and the financial opportunities 
given to those who want a career in Counseling; the high demand and lengthy waiting list time frames for all 
services due to the lack of providers; Suicide statistics; CCS has partnered with Oxford House to provide it’s 
first Home in Hermiston for recovering addicts; homelessness and their partnership with Stepping Stones; their 
work to purchase a building in Boardman specific to housing children 12 and under in foster care so they won’t 
be transferred out of state due to the lack of foster care homes in the area, and more. 

After some discussion, the Council thanked CCS and all their staff for all of their work providing these services 
to those who need it the most in our community. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
Umatilla County Commissioner Candidate Susan Bower spoke regarding her candidacy, business and 
leadership skillset, the County’s growth, enhancement of Latino community, and homelessness resources, and 
stated she is hopeful to serve the community as County Commissioner (business card attached). 

L-APS, Inc. President and Founder Amy Young gave information (attached) regarding the non-profit established 
by her and her husband that helps individuals going into, coming out of, or deciding to try other services to
help with addiction, health or other behavior recovery as they noticed there was a lapse in care in for these
services in the community. Having gone through recovery themselves, they knew what care was available and
the help they could provide to those in need.

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Spicerkuhn asked to remove item E as it was a conflict of interest. Councilor Spicerkuhn moved and 
Councilor Barron seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-D to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
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B. Recommendation of Appointment to the Airport Advisory Committee: Ron Linn to position #5, expiring
October 31, 2025

C. Granting a non-exclusive utility easement across property at the Recycled Water Treatment Plant to
MetroDuct Systems VA LLC.

D. Minutes of the August 22 Work Session and Regular Meeting
Motion carried unanimously.  

Items Removed from Consent Agenda 
E. Initiate annexation proceedings 4N2804D Tax Lots 1100, 1101, 1102, & 1103- Nobles NW Sjoren Lane

Councilor Spicerkuhn removed himself from the dais as this item was a conflict of interest. 

Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Hardin seconded to approve Consent Agenda Item E. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Resolution No. 2237 – Adoption of Safety Action Grant Application 
City Manager Smith stated this resolution will be used to support the City’s efforts to secure grant funding for 
future transportation related projects as adoption of a Safety Action Plan is required by the funding program. 

After some discussion, Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Spicerkuhn seconded to adopt Resolution No. 
2237 and lay upon the record.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Reports 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee- Councilor Myers gave updates regarding: the Aquatic Center, 
Riverfront Park, Splash Pad repairs, 4th of July Fireworks, and Teen Adventure Park 
EOTEC Advisory Committee- Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding this year’s Fair statistics, including possibly 
moving Latino Night from Friday to Saturday as it has the most attendance and is the most financially 
generating day of the week, barns are running out of space and how to address it, the continued record-
breaking attendance, and more. The Rodeo did not present statistics. Field expansions for HEROS, and the 
upcoming Fall Festival and Faith & Blue events. 
Stepping Stones (not a City Committee)- Councilor Spicerkuhn gave updates regarding: Funding, donations, 
September 24th work party in Umatilla to build huts, seeking employees, and trying to open the facility by 
winter as the warming station has officially closed. 
Faith-Based Advisory Committee- Councilor Hardin stated the Committee welcomed Kaitlyn Wadkins the youth 
advisor member, the Fall Festival and Faith & Blue events, Soul Care provided by Good Shephard, and adoption 
of the new Elementary School. 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated the Committee will meet next week to discuss the 
possibly creation of a Hispanic Resource Center. There was also some discussion regarding if the Cinco de Mayo 
Committee (not a City Committee) would convene to continue this event.  

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding: 

• The County’s Mayors and City Managers recent meeting
• Encouraged participation in the LOC Homelessness Session on Sept 19th at the Community Center
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Council Reports  
Councilor Peterson spoke regarding her reappointment to the Woman’s Caucus and encouraged the 
participation of other in other committees. 

Councilor Myers stated she attended the elementary schools ribbon cuttings and they were well attended. 

Youth Advisory Report 
None given. 

City Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith spoke regarding: 

• The possible rebranding of EOTEC
• City Hall furniture delivery and setup is scheduled for the week of September 26th

• Working with Sara Singer-Wilson on Goal Setting dates
• ICMA Annual Conference next week

Adjournment 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the City Council meeting at 8:27pm as there was no other City business. 

SIGNED: 

Dr. David Drotzmann, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_____ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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