
CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

January 23, 2023 

Council President Primmer called the regular meeting to order at 7:02pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, 
Peterson, Myers, Barron, Duron, Linton, and McCarthy. Mayor Drotzmann was excused. Judge Bendixsen was 
in attendance, as well as staff to include: City Manager Byron D. Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, 
City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, 
Court Administrator Jillian Viles, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-
Strong.  The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Council President Primmer introduced and welcomed new Municipal Court Judge Cameron Bendixsen. 

Municipal Court Judge Bendixsen stated he is a Hermiston native and has practiced law in Hermiston for many 
years. Judge Bendixsen stated his hope is to make sure people feel heard and help them understand the court 
process so they feel comfortable in what can be a stressful situation. Judge Bendixsen thanked the great court 
staff for their work, the community for allowing him the privilege to serve in this capacity and stated he hopes 
to be in this role for many years.  

Presentation- Barnett & Moro Audit Report 
Rick Stoddard from Barnett & Moro presented brief information regarding the audit conducted for the City. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Linton seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-E, to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Committee Re-Appointment Confirmation of Anton Wanous for: Budget Committee Position #1- term

ending 12/31/2025
C. Committee Re-Appointment Confirmation of Joshua Roberts for: Budget Committee Position #3- term

ending 12/31/2025
D. Committee Appointment Confirmation of Jesse Roa for: Hispanic Advisory Committee Position #3- term

ending 06/30/2024
E. Minutes of the January 9, 2023 Regular City Council Meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing- Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment - Simon and Simon 4N 28 13C Tax Lots 900 &  
906 - 1457,1555,1575 & 1595 E Airport Rd (Ordinance No. 2343)- After hearing no declarations of conflict of 
interest from the Council, City Planner Clint Spencer read the hearing guidelines and Council President Primmer 
opened the hearing at 7:15pm. 

City Planner Spencer gave information regarding the proposal to relocate zone boundaries to follow lot lines, 
creating a more logical development path for each parcel as presented in the agenda packet.  

Proponents 
Carla McLane Consulting, LLC stated the requested action is more of a housekeeping measure to help create 
additional clarity for current and future landowners. 
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There were no Opponents or Neutral parties who wished to testify, and the Hearing was closed at 7:22pm. 
 
City Planner Spencer presented the Findings of Fact as outlined in the agenda packet.  
 
Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Linton seconded to make the project file a part of the record. Motion 
carried unanimously. Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Hardin seconded to approve the Findings of Fact 
as presented by City Planner Spencer. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ordinance No. 2343- Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment - Simon and Simon 4N 28 13C Tax Lots 900 &  
906 - 1457,1555,1575 & 1595 E Airport Rd- City Manager Smith stated the information was presented during 
the public hearing. 
 
Council President Primmer requested that the first reading be by title only.  Hearing no opposition, City 
Attorney Richard Tovey read the ordinance by title only.  Council President Primmer requested that the 
ordinance be put on for final adoption at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only.  After City 
Attorney Richard Tovey read the ordinance by title only, Councilor Linton moved and Councilor Duron 
seconded that Ordinance No. 2343 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City 
Council. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ordinance No. 2344- Amending Driveway Width Standards to Match Public Works Standards 
City Planner Clint Spencer stated the proposed amendment would eliminate the driveway width standards 
from the city code entirely to match the adopted public works standards.  
 
Council President Primmer requested that the first reading be by title only.  Hearing no opposition, City 
Attorney Richard Tovey read the ordinance by title only.  Council President Primmer requested that the 
ordinance be put on for final adoption at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only.  After City 
Attorney Richard Tovey read the ordinance by title only, Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Myers 
seconded that Ordinance No. 2344 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City 
Council. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 2253- Employee Handbook Adoption 
City Manager Smith gave information regarding the proposed Employee Handbook changes as outlined in the 
staff report. 
 
After some discussion, Councilor McCarthy moved, and Councilor Linton seconded to adopt Resolution No. 
2253 and lay upon the record.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 2254- Adopting the Revised City Design Standards and Specifications Manual 
Assistant City Manager Morgan stated this resolution would approve updates to the City Design Standards and 
Specifications Manual to reflect a handful of small changes which were recommended by City staff or members 
of the development community over the last year. 
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After some discussion, Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Hardin seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2254 
and lay upon the record.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
December Financial Report 
Councilor Duron moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to accept the December Financial Report as 
presented by Finance Director Mark Krawczyk. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Legislative Request Priority 
City Manager Smith presented the Council with recommended possible legislative funding priorities 
(attached).  
 
Public Comment 
Karen Primmer, Hermiston- asked where the indoor arena at EOTEC would be erected and the timeline 
for this to happen. 
 
City Manager Smith gave details on area placement and stated there is currently no timeline for this 
project.  
 
The Council agreed that these projects were great priorities; Councilor Linton suggested that the Hispanic 
Resource Center be renamed to Multicultural Resource Center to be inclusive of other cultures currently 
living in or moving into the community. 
 
Committee Reports 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee- Councilor Myers gave updates regarding: the Aquatic Center, 
HEROS, Riverfront and Harrison Parks, Community Center Donor Wall, and gave special recognition to the 
Parks and Recreation Department as their Holiday Season special events have been outstanding. 
Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz have information regarding Legacy Park Open House and stated 
the findings from that open house will be presented to the City Council meeting. 
Hispanic Advisory Committee-   Councilor Duron and Barron spoke regarding their most recent meeting which 
included presentations from Capeco and DEQ. Capeco gave information regarding homeownership programs 
and financial education services; both programs are offered in English and Spanish. DEQ gave information 
regarding Nitrates in well water throughout the area and its impact, as well as how to educate the public 
regarding testing. 
EOTEC Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron gave updates regarding strategic plan information. 
 
Council President’s Report 
Council President Primmer spoke regarding: 

• Goal Setting Interviews with Sara Singer-Wilson at SSW 
• LOC City Day at the Capitol 

 
Council Reports  
Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding the LOC Elected Essential Training he attended with Councilor Linton, City 
Manager Smith, and Mayor Drotzmann. 
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Councilor Barron spoke regarding the MLK event at City Hall.  
 
Youth Advisory Report 
Council President Primmer stated Youth Advisors apologize for being unable to attend tonight’s meeting as 
they are preparing for finals this week. 
 
City Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith spoke regarding: 

• Congratulated Hermiston’s Cultural Awareness Coalition as this year’s MLK Event had one of the 
biggest crowds with about 200 people and great speakers 

• LOC Calendar 
 

Recess for Executive Session 
At 8:39pm Council President Primmer announced the City Council of the City of Hermiston will now meet in 
Executive Session in the Executive Session Room for the purpose of discussing matters pertaining to 
negotiating real property transaction.  The Executive Session is held pursuant ORS 192.660 (2) (e) which allows 
the Council to meet in Executive Session to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the Council to 
negotiate real property transactions. 
 
Representatives of the news media and designated staff shall be allowed to attend the executive session. All 
other members of the audience are excluded.  Representatives of the news media are specifically directed not 
to report on any of the deliberations during the executive session, except to state the general subject of the 
session as previously announced.  No final decision may be made in executive session.  At the end of the 
executive session, the council will return to open session which the audience may attend.  The executive 
session will last approximately 10 mins. 
 
Reconvene and Adjournment 
Council President Primmer reconvened and adjourned the City Council meeting at 8:53pm as there was no 
other City business. 
 

       SIGNED: 
             
       Doug Primmer, Council President 

ATTEST: 
     _____ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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