
Hispanic Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

March 17, 2026 

Chair Jessica De La Cruz opened the Meeting at 6:01pm. Committee member Carolina Delgado, Jacobo Gutierrez and 
Jesse Road (arrived at 6:14pm) were present. Also present were Council representatives Maria Duron (arrived at 
6:02pm) and Jeff Kelso, as well as staff representative City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Youth Advisor Kari Bazan 
was also in attendance. The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Introduction of Newest Member, Jacobo Gutierrez 
Jacobo introduced himself stating he is working on his bachelor’s degree in business management and has a passion 
for outreaching and connecting with people, including content creation, video editing, and being a behind the screens 
kind of person and is happy to join the Committee. 

Social Services Month Presentation from Good Shepherd Health Care System 
Provided information (attached) regarding: The Connexions Program, Family Health and Fitness Day, and the many 
programs and partnerships they have to provide resources, advocate for patients, as well as help patients navigate 
their needs to include:  Event outreach, home safety assessments, teaching community classes, health screens, birth 
and end of life Dulas, providing bike helmets, life jackets, and care seats, basic needs from housing to food. Most if 
not all of these items are free and individuals can sign up themselves or can be referred to. Most classes are offered 
at Good Shepherd or EOTEC but can be hosted at other facilities as long as they are large enough to accommodate 
all attendees. All these classes are free, there is a cost to CPR and First-Aid Classes. Some classes were held at the 
Harkenrider Senior Center but outgrew the facility, however, the Senior’s do have similar classes.  

(Jesse arrived at 6:14pm) 

Blue Agave New Event Center Information 
Manuel and Eva Arteaga presented information (attached) regarding the newest event center they built and are 
offering to the public to use; it is 10,000 sqft and can accommodate 540 people, has a kitchen, 50 tables, 540 chairs, 
stage, sound system, and wifi. This is a new venture for them and are open to suggestions on the facility and pricing. 

Meeting Minutes 
Jessica moved and Carolina seconded to approve the February 17th meeting minutes.  Motion passed unanimously 
with Members Carolina and Jessica voting in favor. Jessica mentioned that Jacobo and Jesse could not vote as they 
were not in attendance at the February meeting. 

2026 Committee Goal Tasks 
Jessica asked the Committee to review the Goals for any changes as approved at the last meeting. The Committee 
had none to add.  

Closing Comments 
Public Comments 
Lucia Savala, 32566 Sparrow Rd, Hermiston- Asked for information about the Cinco de Mayo Event and Committee 
as she would like to participate. 

Jessica stated the Cinco de Mayo Committee (not a City Committee) Event will be a one-day event on May 3rd which 
will be a more family focused event with a Cinco de Mayo Princess Court. The Committee has not established meeting 
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days but she does know that volunteers are needed as they only have three Board Members and encouraged her to 
reach out to Moises Lopez via Facebook as he is the person in charge of Cinco de Mayo. 

Jeff stated he volunteered at the Cinco de Mayo event last year and it was a great event and looks forward to 
volunteering this year as well. 

Committee Comments 
Jesse stated the City held a City Chat event today at Hacienda West Apartments with an English and Spanish session. 
The event gave good information and encourages the public to attend in the future.  

Youth Representatives 
Kari Bazan spoke regarding: HHS Grease Musical, Winter Welcome for incoming freshman, spring sports, and Prom. 

City Representatives  
Maria and Jeff spoke regarding: 

• Punkin Center Road and N 395 Roundabout that will be installed by ODOT because the intersection is so
dangerous

• City Chat at Hacienda West Apartments
• Bus and Taxi services provided by the City through contracts
• City Council adopted Annual Goals at the March 9th meeting
• Updated Senior Center Board Contract
• Private future Food Pod development behind the Community Center
• HUB Apartments that will feature over 200 units of much needed Market Rate Rentals
• Upcoming Geer Road and Harper Road Construction

Next Meeting 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 21st at 6pm at City Hall. 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:39pm. 
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