
Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
May 20, 2024 

Chair Jose Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:02pm. Committee members present were Mark Gomolski, 
Jessica De La Cruz, and Alberto Munoz. Also present was Council Representatives City Councilors Maria Duron 
and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Student Advisor Sarahi Gutierrez was also in attendance. Member Jesse 
Roa and Councilor Roy Barron were not present.  The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Eastern Oregon University (EOU) Presentation 
EOU President Kelly Ryan, Admission Counselor Berenice Chavez, and Military Veteran Coordinator & Center 
Director Kerry Thompson, gave information (attached) regarding the many opportunities EOU has available for 
students ranging from education and career paths to financial aid, and everything in-between. EOU is located 
in LaGrande Oregon, only 75 minutes aways from Hermiston.  

EOU has made expansive efforts in community outreach in Umatilla and Morrow Counties, as well as the Tri-
Cities area. All information is available in English and Spanish as well as many staff members who are bilingual. 
The application process is very simple and easy with individual review processes for those students that may 
not have been admitted immediately or by other colleges. EOU understands that grades are not always 
reflective of academic success.  

Bienvenidos a EOU was started in Hermiston High School as a way to engage students, parents, and the entire 
family to better understand and help with the higher education process. The program has been a huge success 
and efforts are currently being made to expand this program. There are many other opportunities available for 
all those looking to expand their knowledge base, including assistance for undocumented students. 

EOU presenters stated they are always willing to give presentations but find that it’s best to have them present 
during other community or school events, stating their biggest challenge is getting families involved and wanting 
to attend events, including events in Spanish like Bienvenidos. EOU is currently brainstorming ways to get 
Hispanic families to go on campus tours and the like.  

Mark invited EOU presenters to attend a Knights of Columbus Scholarship event in an effort to get more 
information out about EOU. 

Maria thanked EOU for their efforts stating EOU is the only college that has provided such a unique program 
that provides this kind of admission and information process. 

Alberto and Sarahi thanked EOU for all their efforts stating that first generation college students, specifically 
first generation US Citizens, find applying for college difficult and stressful; it is apparent that EOU has 
acknowledged this and has found ways to address it. 

Blue Mountain Community College Foundation (BMCC) Presentation 
BMCC Foundation Executive Director Ken Daniel gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) 
regarding the BMCC Foundation which is separate from BMCC. The Foundation focuses on providing scholarship 
opportunities to help students attend school. Over $276,000 in scholarships were awarded last year and the 
Foundation still has over $200,000 that can continue to be awarded. Besides scholarship opportunities, the 
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Foundation also has funding to help students with emergency needs. Fundraisers are hosted throughout the 
year however donations can be given at any time. Donors are also able to specify where they want their 
contributions to go, ie: nursing program, Hispanic community, etc. Currently, most students who attend BMCC 
are Hispanic and receive scholarships. Ken gave examples of why students choose BMCC stating their desire to 
stay close to home, smaller classroom sizes, more hands-on learning opportunities, and a desire to strengthen 
the community by supporting local learning. The Foundation’s great concern and efforts are helping first 
generation students navigating this process to attend college. 
 
Committee members and Student Advisor Sarahi encouraged the Foundation to attend community events to 
give information in English and Spanish and thanked the Foundation for the great opportunities they give 
Hispanic students. 
 
Umatilla County Fire District #1 (UCFD1) - Apprentice Opportunities  
Dave Hansen from UCFD1 gave information regarding the state funded apprentice opportunities coming to 
UCFD1. The chosen apprentices will be paid through state funds made available specifically for this program, as 
well as have all required training paid for as well. There are very few Spanish speaking staff in the UCFD1 and 
this language skill is very important in emergencies. Staff demographics are also not reflective of the community 
and need to change. Dave encouraged the Committee to spread information regarding this rare opportunity, 
stating more information is forthcoming and will be posted on the UCFD1 website.  
 
The Committee thanked Dave for this information. 
 
Cinco de Mayo Event Updates from the Cinco de Mayo Board/Volunteers (not a City Board) 
Jessica and Alberto stated the event was very well attended with about 2,500 people in total. The event was 
very family friendly during the day and featured lively entertainment at night, and there were more vendors 
than expected. Overall, the event was a big success and thanked the Cinco de Mayo Committee for their efforts.  
 
Review 2024 Committee Goal Tasks 
• Increase the Latino Vote- Women Voters of Oregon (Project Leads: Mark & Alberto) 

o Mark stated he is working the Women Voters of Oregon to hold a training date for volunteers 
after June in preparation of the General Election. This training will also allow volunteers to 
become teachers if they choose.  

• Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15th through October 15th) Celebration (Project Leads: Entire 
Committee) 

o Jose stated the Committee will continue the planning process through the Summer and leading 
up to the event. 
 

Completed 2024 Committee Goals 
• Rural Engagement- Water Nitrate Outreach (Project Lead: Jose) 

o Jose and Alberto stated they attended a recent meeting with Governor Kotek in Boardman and many 
other agency’s regarding this issue. It was clear that there was a lot of frustration about the speed of 
which this issue is being handled, what has been accomplished thus far, making sure that all impacted 
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residence are aware of the issue, and the urgency to make sure residents continue to have safe 
drinking water. Positive takeaways are that state and local agencies are coming together to work on 
this issue (information attached). 

• BMCC & Student Advisory Outreach & Information Meeting (Project Leads: Jose) 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Mark moved and Alberto seconded to approve the minutes of the April meeting. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Closing Comments  
Public Comments 
None given. 
 
Youth Representatives 
None given. 
 
City Representatives  
Maria spoke on the following: 

• Stepping Stones Alliance updates and fundraising efforts 
• Mobile Vending regulations may be changing 
• Hiring additional police officers 
• I Love My City Event 
• Encouraged everyone to vote at the Primary Election 

 
Committee Comments 
Jose stated he would like to do Water Nitrate Outreach Efforts with the Committee in high visible areas in 
Hermiston, along Hwy 395 and the like. He would like City staff to look into purchasing shirts for Committee 
members so the public knows they are HAC members from the City of Hermiston, and have tables set up under 
a gazebo with the Hermiston and Committee logo. Jose stated the City could apply for state funding to supply 
these items as they are geared towards water nitrate outreach efforts as this is what other non-profits are doing. 
 
Lilly stated she will check with City Manager Smith regarding this request and report back to the Committee.  
 
Next Meeting 
Jose stated the Committee usually takes the summer off, however, he would like to hold a meeting next month 
and then resume meetings in September. The Committee agreed.  
 
Next Meeting: Monday, June 17th at 7:00pm at City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:48pm. 
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