
CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

January 12, 2026 

Mayor Primmer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hayward, Roberts, 
Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Police Chief Jason Edmiston, Finance 
Director Ignacio Palacios, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, Street and Capital Improvement Projects 
Manager Cameron Meade, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Mayor Primmer apologized to Councilor Linton for his misinterpretation of the City Charters time allotted for 
Council members to ask questions that he spoke of at the last City Council meeting, stating it is important to 
be accountable. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor McCarthy moved, and Councilor Hayward seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-D, to 
include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Appointment Confirmation to Helen Nevin to Position #6 for a 3-

year term expiring 10/31/2028
C. Recreation Projects Fund Advisory Committee Reappointment Confirmation to Helen Nevin to Position #1,

Representing Citizens At-Large for a 3-year term expiring 12/31/2028
D. Minutes of the December 8th Regular Meeting of the City Council

Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and 
Barron voting in favor. 

Resolution No. 2401- Master Fee Schedule & Utility Rate Adjustments 
Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from the agenda packet and presented additional 
information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding Resolution No. 2401 and addressed the typo on 
page 5 of the PowerPoint Presentation stating the page should read $2.72 not $2.27. 

After addressing Council questions and additional discussion, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor 
Hayward seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2401 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously with 
Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. 

Resolution No. 2402- Authorize Installation of Four Stop Signs 
Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from the agenda packet regarding Resolution No. 2402. 

After addressing Council questions and additional discussion, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor 
Hayward seconded to table this item until the next City Council Meeting and directing staff to include a 4-way 
stop in the SE Columbia Drive and SE 10th Street intersection. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors 
Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. 
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January 2026 Council Goal Update 
City Manager Smith gave updates (PowerPoint Presentation attached) on each 2025 established goal item. 

Public Comment 
Krista Van Veen, 764 W Alder Ave- Suggested the City publicize these goals with updates in a broader form, to 
include the City’s Newsletter as this information is important for the community and asked if Goal Setting 
Sessions are open to the public. 

The Council responded that Council Goals for the last 10-years can be found on the City’s website, Goal Setting 
Sessions are open to the public but do not allow for public comment, however, the public is encouraged to 
reach out to Council members, prior to this meeting, to give ideas and suggestions for Council discussion, and 
mentioned that Council Goals are always presented to the Council for refinement and adoption at Council 
Meetings each year. 

After addressing Council questions and additional discussion, Mayor Primmer stated this item is for 
information only and no action is being asked of the City Council. 

Committee Reports  
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee- Councilor Myers gave updates regarding the great holiday events 
that happened over the last month, park updates throughout the City, Aquatic Center updates, Parks and 
Recreation staffing, and Park and Recreation Goals. 
Airport Advisory Committee- Councilor Roberts gave updates regarding budget, LifeFlight relocating to Good 
Shephard Hospital, fuel sales, new hangar, hangar rentals, and encouraged the public to apply for the open 
Committee position. 

• Councilor Linton thanked the LifeFlight Team as the recently helped save the life of her great grandson.
Charter Review Committee- Mayor Primmer stated the Committee met and completed review of all chapters. 
All recommended changes will be combined for final review, published for public comment, and then Council 
review and approval to place in the General Election of 2026. 

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Primmer spoke regarding: 

• Christmas Express and thanked all those who were able to volunteer
• Thanked all members of the Council for the many meetings they attend
• The 116th Calvary Change of Command Ceremony at the Hermiston Armory that he and Councilor Kelso 

attended
• Umatilla County Fair Appreciation Dinner
• Tomorrow’s City Chat at Hermiston Drug
• LOC Listening Session held on Wednesday at the Harkenrider Senior Center
• The impressive Boy Scout who constructed Belt Parks water bridge
• The National Guard has offered to help the City with any preparations for the United States 250th

Anniversary Celebration
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Council Presidents Report 
Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding: 

• Reminded the Council to give their iPads to City Recorder Alarcon-Strong after the meeting
• Council Candidate deadline of March 10th

• MLK Walk on January 19th at 11:00am at the Community Center

Council Reports 
Councilor Barron stated he remembers the Council agreeing to rotate Goal Setting Meetings days from 
Thursday and Friday to Friday and Saturday every other year and asked that the Council consider switching the 
days next year to Friday and Saturday to accommodate his schedule. 

Councilor Duron stated she has been appointed to a one-year term on the LOC Board to represent the region. 
She is grateful to be able to represent the community and has a newfound appreciation for the level of 
commitment that City Manager Smith and previous Mayor Drotzmann as the amount of time needed to 
dedicate to this effort is great.  

Councilor Linton asked if the City would be installing sidewalks on N HWY 395 near Stepping Stones Alliance. 

City Manager Smith stated this area is outside of City Limits and is the decision of ODOT and Umatilla County. 

Councilor Roberts stated the community has faced a tremendous amount of loss in the last few weeks and his 
thoughts and prayers are with the families and community who rally around them. 

Councilor Kelso spoke regarding attending the 116th Calvary Change of Command Ceremony at the Hermiston 
Armory and how proud he is to have these men and women in our community. 

Youth Advisory Report 
None present. 

Manager’s Report 
Assistant City Manager Morgan introduced Cameron Meade the new Street and Capital Improvement Project 
Manager. He and Robert Herrera, Street Foreman, have replaced Street Superintendent Ron Sivey, after 
retirement, with additional responsibilities.  

Mayor Primmer welcomed Mr. Meade. 

Adjourn 
There was no other business and Mayor Primmer adjourned the regular City Council meeting at 8:41pm. 

SIGNED: 

Doug Primmer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_________ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder Page 3 of 13
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