
Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 18, 2024 

Chair Alberto Munoz opened the Meeting at 7:00pm. Present were Jesse Roa (arrived at 7:04pm) and Jessica 
De La Cruz. Jose Garcia was excused. Also present were City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong and Student 
Advisors Sarahi Gutierrez, Aviana Navejar, and Jeannine Heredia. Councilors Maria Duron and Roy Barron were 
not present. The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Meeting Minutes 
Jessica moved and Alberto seconded to approve the minutes of the October meeting. Motion 
carried unanimously.  

HEROS Sports Complex at EOTEC 
Adam Huxoll with HEROS Sports Complex gave information on what the HEROS Sports Complex is, who 
is involved, and asked HAC for ideas on ways the Hispanic community can be more involved and aware of 
the complex and fundraising efforts.  

Committee members spoke regarding specific Mexican and Guatemalan groups who regularly host 
tournaments and possible contact information for both groups, as well as providing HEROS information to 
promotors in Tri-Cities as there is a large Hispanic population that would most definitely benefit from having 
another venue to use.  

Legal Aid Services Information 
Brenda Flores from Legal Aid Services, gave information (attached) regarding services they provide to 
low-income individuals and families at the Pendleton office, including: housing, employment, consumer law, 
family and individual rights, and farm-worker programs. They do not offer immigration assistance but can refer 
persons to immigration attorneys. Brenda spoke regarding helping people recognize their rights, 
regardless of their documentation status, so they don’t go through injustices; and also letting people know 
that they don’t need to be afraid to make a report as reporting can also be made confidentially.   

Committee members asked what HAC can do to help with this issue. Brenda suggested perhaps hosting 
a Presentation Night and encouraging the community to attend so Legal Aid Services can provide information 
and answer questions. This is something that is beneficial for the community and brings in hundreds of 
people, so hosting it in a larger venue would be ideal. 

Public Announcement of HAC Committee Opening 
Alberto announced that there is a HAC opening for position #1 for the remaining 3-year term ending June 
30, 2026 as Mark Gomolski resigned. Anyone interested is encouraged to apply. More information on this 
opening and all other City Committee openings and applications can be found on the City’s website. 

Closing Comments 
Public Comments 
Sanjuanita De La Cruz- Arrellano- asked for information on who to call for landlords who do not maintain 
rental which pose a health risk to tenants, such as a leaking roof and mold. 

Jesse encouraged Sanjuanita to contact the Fair Housing Counsel of Oregon at 503-223-8197. Page 1 of 35



Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 18, 2024 

Virgina Rome-Garcia, Hermiston- Encouraged the public to attend the MLK Peace Walk on January 20, 2025 at 
City Hall from 11am to 2pm. 

Committee Comments 
All committee members spoke regarding their attendance and the great event at EOTEC for Dia de Los Muertos. 

Jessica spoke regarding Euvalcree’s Toys for Tots program, Thanksgiving meal for low-income families and 
individuals, Hermiston High School Resource Fair, and Umatilla/McNary Heights Posada. 

Alberto spoke regarding the great job Hermiston High School did with their Trunk-or-Treat. 

Youth Representatives 
Jeaninne and Rebecca spoke regarding the Turkey Trott, High Schools food drive and selling T-shirts which will 
go to the Christmas Express Program. 

City Representatives  
Lilly spoke on the following: 

• New FOG (Fats, Oils, and Grease) Program
• City Chats- Alberto also attended one of the Chats today
• The Councils acceptance of the Bureau of Justice National Court Grant Award and the positive impact

this will have on the Municipal Court and public in general
• Christmas Express Program
• Tree Lighting Celebration and showed other events on the Hermistonlive.com calendar

Next Meeting 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 21st at 7:00pm at City Hall Council Chambers, as Monday is MLK Holiday. The 
Committee does not meeting in December. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:57pm. 
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