
CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2024 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:12pm. Present were Councilors Primmer, Peterson, 
Myers, Duron, Linton, Hardin, McCarthy, and Barron. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, Chief 
Jason Edmiston, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, City Planner Clint Spencer, Court Administrator 
Jillian Viles, HES General Manager Nate Rivera, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Also present was 
Municipal Court Judge Cameron Bendixsen. The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Presentation- Hermiston School District (HSD) Updates 
HSD Assistant Superintendent Jake Bacon gave updates to include: Christmas Express can food drive and 
fundraising efforts; Parent Guidance Series focusing on Suicide Prevention and Social Media; their website 
which has many resources; 12/20 last day of school for winter break with a return date of 01/07; and the new 
Unified Basketball Program for students with special needs which will have games on January 13, 27, and 29 
at 4:00pm at the Highschool. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Primmer questioned if item B should be moved to after the Public Hearing as it is directly related to 
this item. City Attorney Tovey, City Manager Smith, and City Planner Spencer agreed. 
Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Consent Agenda item A-D, with the 
exception of B, to include: 

A. City Committee Vacancy Announcements
C. Certifying the 2024 General Election Results for Mayor and At-Large Councilors
D. Minutes of the November 25 City Council Work Session and Regular Meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing- Rename a Portion of NE Hill View Drive to E Holt Ave (See Ordinance No. 2369) 
After hearing no conflicts of interest from the City Council, City Planner Clint Spencer read the hearing 
guidelines and Mayor Drotzmann opened the Public Hearing at 7:24pm.  

Clint Spencer spoke regarding renaming a portion of NE Hill View Drive to E Holt Ave as phase 2 of Sunset 
Estates Subdivision is underway and this new street extension requires the renaming of a portion of NE Hill 
View Drive in order to avoid confusion and creating a three-way intersection where all three legs of the 
intersection would be labeled as Hill View Drive. 

Noone present wished to give public testimony, and the hearing was closed at 7:26pm. 

Hearing no questions or comments from the Council, Mayor Drotzmann stated this item would be presented 
again during Ordinance No. 2369 for final action. 
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Ordinance No. 2369- Rename a portion of NE Hill View Drive to E Holt Ave 
City Manager Smith stated this item was presented during the Public Hearing. 

Mayor Drotzmann stated this street naming ordinance is a great way to show appreciation and recognition to 
a great community member, Carlisle Holt. 

Mayor Drotzmann requested that the first reading be by title only. Hearing no opposition, City Attorney Tovey 
read the ordinance by title only. Mayor Drotzmann requested that the ordinance be put on for final adoption 
at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Tovey read the ordinance by 
title only for the second reading, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Hardin seconded that Ordinance 
No. 2369 be adopted and become effective 30-days after adoption by the City Council. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Item(s) Removed From the Consent Agenda 
B. Replat Final Plat- Holt 4N2802AB Tax Lots 2100/2300/2400/2500/2600/9900/10000-

6/8/10/12/14/16/18 Hill View Dr

Councilor Myers moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Consent Agenda Item B. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Resolution No. 2348- Authorizing City Staff to Initiate Proceedings to Adjust the Francise Fee Structure with 
PacifiCorp.- Assistant City Manager Morgan gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) stating the 
resolution would allow the City to adjust the utility’s franchise fee from PacifiCorp (d.b.a Pacific Power) 
structure from a flat fee to one based off of percentages of sales within the city limits. 

After further discussion, Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to approve Resolution 
No. 2348 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously. 

(Please note: there are typo’s in the Staff Report and Presentation referring to this Resolution as Resolution 
No. 2347 instead of Resolution No. 2348) 

Resolution No. 2349- Adopting the Hermiston Energy Services (HES) Customer Service Policies, Rates, and 
Associated Fees Manual.- HES General Manager Nate Rivera gave information (PowerPoint Presentation 
attached) regarding direction on how to adjust rates for all service classes due to the increases in wholesale 
electricity prices, material cost increases, and HES’s Construction Work Plan. HES General Manager Rivera 
presented two options based on Council feedback from the October presentation with customer survey 
information in favor of Option B, Rate adjustment in three phases: a 7.84% adjustment effective March 1, 
2025, a 6.49% adjustment effective March 1, 2026, and a 5.19% adjustment effective October 1, 2026. 

After further discussion and answering questions from the Council, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor 
Linton seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2349 with implementation of Option B and lay upon the record. 
Councilor McCarthy, Linton, Primmer, Duron, Myers, Hardin, and Peterson voted in favor; Councilor Barron 
voted against; Motion carried 7-1.  
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November 2024 Financial Report 
After Council discussion, Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Myers seconded to accept the November 
Financial Report as presented (PowerPoint Presentation attached) by Finance Director Palacios, City Manager 
Smith, and Assistant City Manager Morgan. Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Reports 
None given. 

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding: 

• Thanked all those involved in making the Tree Lighting Parade and Event a huge success, including
those that participated in the Home Decoration Contest.

• Encouraged participation in the Land of Lights at EOTEC where walking or driving options are available
as well as having fun at the temporary ice-skating rink, and thanked sponsors who supported this event.

• Attending the National League of City’s (NLC) Conference and the many sessions related to AI

Council Reports  
Councilor Duron welcomed the new council members and thanked both the exiting council members and those 
who ran but were not elected. 

Councilor Peterson spoke regarding “joyful burdens” that we all carry, like being involved in government, and 
encouraged the public to read the book by Whitman. 

Youth Advisory Report 
None in attendance. 

City Manager’s Report 
None given. 

Oath of Office 
City Recorder Alarcon-Strong administered the Oath of Office to Municipal Court Judge, Cameron R. Bendixsen; 
Mayor, Doug Primmer; and At-Large Councilors: Jeff Kelso, Maria E. Duron, Josh Roberts, and Allen Hayward. 

Adjourn 
There was no other business and Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the regular City Council meeting at 8:50pm. 

SIGNED: 

Doug Primmer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_________ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, City Recorder 
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