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Faith-Based Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes of January 7, 2025 

Present were committee members Dan Mahon, Chris Hankel, and James Lafolette; City Recorder Lilly 
Alarcon-Strong and Council Representative Allen Hayward. Terry Cummings and Council Representative 
Jackie Linton were not in attendance. Chris opened the meeting in prayer at 4:03pm. 

Minutes  
Chris moved and James seconded to approve the meeting minutes from November and December. 
Motion carried unanimously. No meeting was held in December. 

Public Comment 

Stepping Stones Alliance Executive Director Jessalyn Cole presented their Annual Report (attached) and 
addressed questions regarding funding, ie: federal, state, grants, and private donations. 

Dan thanked Jessalyn for the Annual Report and stated he specifically appreciated the personal stories
included in the report.

Business License Information 
City Manager Byron Smith spoke regarding the new Business License Policy which requires all businesses,
religious and non-profit organizations to register for a license if in, or doing business in Hermiston. 
However, religious and non-profit organizations are not required to pay fees. Requiring Business Licenses
was approved for a variety of reasons including: Needing to establish additional city revenues, hiring
additional police officers, and obtain information on who/what businesses and organizations are in the
community. Currently, the City is taking an educational approach regarding informing all businesses and
organizations that they must register. The idea is also to have a listing of all businesses and organizations,
including churches on the City’s website.

Committee members thanked Byron for attending and answering questions regarding the business 
license approach as it relates to churches and religious organizations and mentioned that the listing on 
the City’s website could generate collaborative ventures for the community and help guide persons to 
attend churches in Hermiston.  

FBAC & Faith Community Impact on the City 
Committee members spoke regarding: 

• Hosting I Love My City two times per year instead of one time
• Brainstorming ways to help homelessness issues, specifically Stepping Stones Alliance
• Supporting First-Responders and Chaplains in what they do
• Host a “Coffee with the Faith-Based Advisory Committee Members”, like the City is doing with

“City Chats”
• The business license registry could be used as a Faith-Registry to contact faith leaders as faith

leaders move in and out of the area to see who is active, meet together, send surveys, etc.
Currently about 12 to 20 pastors meet monthly but there are many who also have employment
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obligations that restrict them form attending these monthly meetings. 

Chris stated that the goal is to help make the City more successful, the committee agreed and discussed 
upcoming meetings with other faith leaders in the community like Father Maxwell from the Catholic 
Church, etc. 

Dan stated he will be meeting with Mayor Primmer and Byron soon and will review these items along 
with the established questions (attached) and present them to the Committee for refinement. 

Hermiston School District School Adoption 
Dan and James stated they are working on inviting other churches who are currently not participating in 
this adoption and then updating the list so that more than one church is assigned to each school. 

Food Insecurities Update 
Dan reported the most recent quarterly lunch in January saw six organizations represented and gave 
updates regarding types of food being added to food baskets. 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, March 4th at 4:00pm in the Large Conference Room of the 2nd floor at City Hall. 

Adjournment 
There was no other business, and James adjourned the meeting in prayer at 4:54pm. 
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