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4/10/2025
Village of Homewood
Terence Acquah
2020 Chestnut Road
Homewood, IL 60430
tacquah@homewoodil.gov

RE: Response to RFP – Homewood Auditorium Design Services

To Mr Aquah:

Linden Group Architects is pleased to submit this proposal in response to the Village of Home-
wood’s Request for Proposals for design services associated with improvements to the Homewood 
Auditorium. We are located at 10100 Orland Parkway, Orland Park, IL 60467. I, Michael Mat-
thys, Principal at Linden Group Architects, will serve as the primary point of contact and can be 
reached at (708) 799-4400 or mmatthys@lindengroupinc.com.

Our team brings extensive experience in the thoughtful renovation of public spaces, and we are 
confident in our ability to deliver a solution that balances functionality, compliance, and design 
excellence. With a clear understanding of the awarded grant budget of $1.3 million, we will focus 
our efforts during the design phase on assessing the existing auditorium and developing plans that 
are cost-conscious while addressing the Village’s goals for improved user experience, accessibili-
ty, and performance.

Linden Group is proud to be teaming with Cosgrove Construction to support a future design-build 
delivery model, ensuring an efficient and collaborative path from design through execution. We 
are also partnering with Threshold Acoustics, whose deep expertise will ensure that the auditory 
performance of the renovated space meets the highest standards—an essential consideration for 
a multi-purpose performance venue.

We appreciate the opportunity to be considered for this important community project and look 
forward to the chance to contribute to the future of the Homewood Auditorium.

Sincerely,

Michael Matthys
Principal
Linden Group Architects
10100 Orland Parkway
Orland Park, IL 60467
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2.  KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

Calvary Church - Linden Group Architects

Homewood Brewing Company 
Linden Group Architects

Omaha Conservatory of Music 
Threshold Acoustics
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Homewood Flossmoor Highschool Fine 
Arts Addition - Cosgrove Construction

Kirkwood Performing Arts Center
Threshold Acoustics
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 Illiana Christian High School Millies 
Engineering Group

Wheaton College Conservatory of Music
Threshold Acoustics
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3.  KEY PERSONNEL

PROJECT TEAM

Accoustics/AV
Brandon Cudequest, Senior Consultant
Threshold Acoustics, LLC
141 West Jackson Blvd, Suite 2080
Chicago, IL 60604
djanney@milliesengineeringgroup.com
312-386-1414

Mechanical / Plumbing /
Electrical Engineering
David Janney, Principal
Millies Engineering Group
9711 Valparaiso Drive
Munster, IN 46321
djanney@milliesengineeringgroup.com
219-924-8400

Design
Michael Matthys, Partner in Charge
Linden Group Architects
10100 Orland Parkway, Orland Park, IL
mmatthys@lindengroupinc.com
708-642-2255

Interior Design
Hope Fuchs, Interior Designer
Linden Group Architects
10100 Orland Parkway, Orland Park, IL
hfuchs@lindengroupinc.com
708-799-4400

Structural Engineering 
Seth Michael, Principal
McCluskey Engineering Corp
smichael@mccluskeyeng.com
1887 High Grove Lane
Naperville, IL 60540
630-717-5335

Construction
Tim Cosgrove, Partner in Chanrge
Cosgrove Construction Inc.
20654 Amherst Ct, Joliet, IL 60433
tcosgrove@cosgroveconstructioninc.com
815-774-0036
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Homewood Flossmoor Highschool Fine 
Arts Addition - Cosgrove Construction

Bloomington Center for the Arts - 
Michael Matthys Project Experience
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About Michael 
	 Michael has been in the practice of architecture for the past 25 years, serving and assisting a wide variety of clients with their 

planning and building objectives. Michael’s experience with the LEED certification process has given him an understanding of 
cost-effective green building strategies that can be implemented into your project. He offers design expertise to all phases of the 
architectural process from early programming through construction. Having worked on a wide variety of public projects, his  
collaborative leadership skills are well versed.  Michael enjoys working within his home community of Homewood-Flossmoor 
and has shared his architectural insite as a committee member both in Homewood and Flossmoor and donated his time  
towards community projects like the Homewood Science Center and the Flossmoor Veterans Wall of Honor. 

Education
	 Iowa State University, Bachelor of Architecture, 1997 
	 Homewood Flossmoor High School class of 1992! 

Recognition
	 Architectural Registration attained in 12 states
	 Design Excellence awards of the American Institute of Architects 

Experience  
	 Vice President, Linden Group Architects, a multidisciplinary professional organization based in the south suburbs of  

Chicago serving a diverse set of clients including but not limited to Municipal, Recreation, Corporate, Hospitality,  
Veterinary Care, Medical, Multi family housing, single family residential, Manufacturing, Retail, and Mixed Use projects. 

Related Project Experience 
	 Work in Homewood: The Cottage on Dixie; Lassens Tap Renovation and expansion projects; Lavoute Bistro; 
	 La Banque Hotel; Homewood Brewing Company (Current).
	 Municipal Project Experience: Bloomington Minnesota City Hall, Police Station, and Performing Arts Center; Village of 

Lansing Village Hall; Centennial Park, Munster Indiana;Community Park, Munster Indiana, Coal City Administrative and 
Police Space Needs Assessment; Village of Flossmoor, administrative, Police , and Fire Space Needs Assessment. 

	 Current Notable Work in the Area: Homewood Brewing Company, Dixie Highway; Flossmoor Veterans Wall of Honor, 
Flossmoor Park; South Suburban Humane Society (new shelter in Matteson).

	 •  Village of Homewood Appearance Commissioner from 2005-2012 
	 •  Village of Flossmoor Plan Commissioner 2013 to present 
 
Professional Affiliations 
	 Nation Council of Architectural Registration Boards Certificate
	 American Institute of Architects

Michael Matthys
Project Role: Partner in Charge 
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Tim Cosgrove
Project Role: Partner in Charge 
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4.  PROJECT APPROACH
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5.  COST PROPOSAL
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6.  TIMELINE
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7.  REFERENCES

WORD ON THE STREET

“In a people oriented profession, I have found the Linden Group especially strong in their communications 
with clients and in working with the many contractors and subcontractors on their projects. Their approach 
in handling any situation and the confidence that is exuded in making decisions and / or recommendations 
has been instrumental.”

—Robert O’Shaughnessy
Director of Parks and Recreation
Munster, Indiana

“Linden Group proved to be a reliable, cooperative, and innovative firm … Meetings were held with al 
involved and their ideas and suggestions were listened to and acted upon. The entire staff at Linden Group 
was accessible for questions, and they were quick to provide answers to those questions.”

— Trustee Tony DeLaurentis
Village of Lansing, IL

“The Village of Frankfort recently engaged Linden Group Architects to design an addition to village hall 
that will include a new board room and customer service area. We chose Linden Group because of their 
quality work in Frankfort and notable design reputation in the region. Linden designed several of  
Frankfort’s most distinguished buildings and therefore became an obvious choice to desing our project.”

— May Jim Holland
Village of Frankfort

“The Linden Group accomplished the three main goals of the Township: On Time; On Budget;  
and Customer Satisfaction. I am pleased to recommend them without reservation.”

— Carl Brooks
Chairman, Architect Selection Committee
Township of Hampshire
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Cosgrove Construction References

Matt Ulfsax/Newco Design Build
616-493-9360
Matt@Newcodb.com
Multiple Meijer projects

Tom Wehmeier/Community Honda
708-364-2450
twehmeier@communityhonda.com
Community Honda – Orland Park, IL

Bryan Reiser/Professional Building Services
815-672-4010
Bryan@pbsdesignbuild.com
Multiple Church projects

Threshold Acoustics References

Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival
Davis McCallum
Artistic Director,
(845) 809-5750 ext.103
dmccallum@hvshakespeare.org

Wachholz College Center
Matt Laughlin
Director
406.756.3619
mlaughlin@fvcc.edu

Linden Group Architects References 

Claude Gendreau
847-207-7220
jk@vetorthoctr.com 
La Banque Hotel, Ravisloe CC, The Cardinal Hotel

Carmela Wallace
708-802-3069 
carmela@homewoodbrew.com
Homewood Brewing Company

Village of Frankfort
Keith Oglr, Mayor of Frankfort
815-341-3624
kogle@frankfortil.org 

Jim Holland, former Mayor of Frankfort
815-644-4420
jimholland123@gmail.com

Village of Monee
Dr. Therese M. Bogs, Mayor of Monee 
708-534-8301
tbogs@villageofmonee.org
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8.  ADDITIONAL PROJECT TEAM INFORMATION
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10100 Orland Parkway, Suite 110
Orland Park, IL 60467
708-799-4400

lindengroupinc.com

OUR CULTURE

We are proud of the reputation we’ve 
achieved since 1978 … one which 
illustrates a responsible, flexible, and 
imaginative attitude in our endeavors 
while considering the clients needs with 
cost effective results. A comprehensive 
approach has kept Linden Group  
growing and diversifying in pace with 
our clients’ needs. Today, with strong  
talent and continued vitality, we  
maintain the qualities on which the firm 
was founded and bring a wide range of 
strengths, experience, and perspectives 
to your project.
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PROFILE

LINDENGROUP INC. (LGI) is a multi talented  
organization providing full service architecture,  
interior design, land-scape design and land planning.

• 	State or Registration: Illinois
• 	43 years in business
• 	16 employees; 6 architects, 3 graduate architects,  

1 graduate engineer, 2 interior designer, 2 technical, 
1 administration, 1 construction specialist.

• 	1 LEED accredited professional
• 	Licensed to practice architecture in17 States;  

Illinois, Minnesota, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan,  
Tennessee, Georgia, Kansas, North Carolina, 
Colorado, Wisconsin, Texas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Maryland, New Hampshire

We provide the following in-house services  
to our valued Clients:
• 	Feasibility Studies
• 	Space Needs Analysis
• 	Land Planning
• 	Site Development
• 	Full Service Architecture
• 	Project Theme Development
• 	Construction Documents
• 	Interior Design
• 	Zoning/Re-Zoning
• 	Annexation
• 	Preliminary Cost Projections
• 	Building Evaluation Services
• 	Space Planning
• 	Bidding Assistance and Analysis
• 	Contract Administration
• 	Shop Drawing Reviews

REVENUE — Last 24 months Billings: $7,500,000
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING EXPANSION
Village of Frankfort  /  Frankfort, Illinois

AIA Distinguished Building Award
American Institute of Architects—Eastern Illinois Chapter

Linden Group worked with Village of Frankfort staff members, board of 
directors, and trustees to design an addition to the existing Village Hall 
facility. The new design features a 3,300 sf board room, and includes a new 
conference room, cable broadcast room, additional offices, toilet rooms, 
pre-function meeting room, public lobby, reception desk, and basement 
storage. This project also included exterior improvements such as a public 
gathering plaza, trellised courtyard, storm water management, landscaping 
walking paths, and additional parking.

$4 MILLION construction cost
13,000 SF new building gross area (including basement)
8,500 SF existing remodeling gross area (including second story)

CALVARY CHURCH
HALL, AMPHITHEATER & AMENETIES  /  Munster, Indiana

Project Overview: 
Calvary Church in Orland Park, Illinois, is a new ground-up construction 
project designed to serve a growing and dynamic congregation. Envisioned 
as a modern, mission-driven campus, the facility provides a flexible and 
welcoming environment for worship, fellowship, education, and outreach. 
Linden Group Architects partnered closely with the church leadership to 
design a building that reflects Calvary’s commitment to faith, community, 
and future generations. 
 
Design Intent: 
The architectural vision for Calvary Church emphasizes openness, light, 
and community connection. The sanctuary anchors the site, with a soaring 
roofline and generous glazing that draws in natural light and creates a sense 
of sacred space. The building layout supports intuitive wayfinding and a 
seamless flow between worship, education, and fellowship areas. Materials 
and forms strike a balance between warmth and simplicity, inspired by both 
traditional ecclesiastical design and contemporary functionality.

FEATURE PROJECT EXPERIENCE
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HOMEWOOD BREWING COMPANY  /  Homewood, Illinois

Project Overview: 
Homewood Brewing Company is a dynamic new gathering space located in 
the heart of Homewood, Illinois. Designed as a cornerstone for community 
and craft, the project transforms a redevelopment site into a vibrant brewery 
that combines small-batch beer production, a full-service restaurant, while 
integrating with the fabric of the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Design Intent: 
The design is rooted in Homewood’s spirit—creative, welcoming, and rooted 
in craftsmanship. The architectural expression blends industrial elements 
with warm, contemporary finishes, honoring the heritage of the site while 
embracing modern sensibilities. A signature feature is the exposed brewing 
system, which becomes a visual centerpiece and educational experience for 
guests. A large glass wall along the street invites the public in and celebrates 
the brewing process.

LA BANQUE & LA VOUTE  /  Homewood, Illinois

The historical Homewood State Bank was transformed into a modern 
boutique hotel and restaurant, while maintaining the property’s historical 
integrity. Great care was taken to preserve and reuse original features, such 
as the vault door and safety deposit boxes. The transition between hotel  
and restaurant occurs at the vault original gate, which was re-purposed as  
a screen wall dividing the hotel and restaurant. A main feature of the  
restaurant is the bank vault and it’s massive pneumatic door. The vault room 
houses a breakfast buffet in the morning and a private chef ’s table during 
dinner service. As guests move through the space, they encounter more  
subtle hints of the property’s history, as safety deposit boxes decorate the 
back bar and host desk. The historic elements blend seamlessly with  
modern design touches. Examples are evident in the patterned floor tile, 
minimalist light fixtures, unique dining chairs, and deluxe finishes that are 
used throughout the space. These touches elevate the French Bistro concept 
to one that is more befitting of the grandeur of this historic building.

FEATURE PROJECT EXPERIENCE
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Linden Group Architects
Contact: Michael Matthys
10100 Orland Parkway suite 110
Orland Park, Illinois, 60467
708-799-4400
mmatthys@lindengroupinc.com

A R C H I T E C T S


